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MESOPOTAMIAN COMMISSION.

PART 1. /l
. cclesiastica”

1. My name is Ronald John Beresford Irwin, and I am a Cl_lapla_ln on the ]sef zigtaill }13914' After
Establishment. I have been Chaplain to the 7th (Meerut) Dlv_lsmn since A}lgusl Hea d,qual‘tel‘s Qtaff
having been on service in France for over a year, I travelled with the DWlSloga iving at Basta on
from Marseilles to Basra, leaving the former place on December 7th, 1915, an ;e on board H.M.T.
January 1st, 1916. In addition to the Divisional Headquarters Staff there V; tho Divisional TField

“Ivernia ” the Secunderabad General Hospital, at least 200 Kohars of one 0

Ambulances, with a medical officer of R.A.M.C. and one of I.M.S.

. n arrival
2. At Suez the 2nd Rajput Regiment embarked. There were other details Ontbr‘;ﬂ:(;i-t o i?l France.
at Basra it was very evident that the organisation was not what we had been accust(fl o ies must have
There was not sufficient transport for all to go up the river at once, though the afl)lgth
known when we were going to arrive, as we transhipped at Koweit on Decqmber f 'rt of Divisional
On afternoon of January lst I left Basra on a small river steamer, with only I{’_; 19th and 21st
Headquarters Staff (the A.D.M.S. and D.A.D.M.S. of the division were left behind), the
Brigade Staffs. . . . a
°We reached Amara on January 3rd. I visited a hospital in which were British sogl;aerjila}?g:?f"ﬁly
medical officer, who complained of shortage of doctors at Amara. I told him that w'elhl? el;lt }gl ere. as if
equipped general hospital, and at least 12 doctors. He replied, “ I hope some W'llh ;]’Js ade u,ately,
there are heavy casualties in the coming fighting it will be impossible to de’.’al wit em q
and we do not want the wounded to suffer again as they did after Ctesiphon.
I was told there was no Chaplain of any denomination here, and know fo
Church ‘of England Chaplain. -

. 3, From Amara to Ali-Gharbi we had in tow two luggers with stores, which copngerably decreaised
our speed, though Brigadier-General Norie, who was in temporary command of the division from the time
we left France, had received orders at Basra to get to Corps Headquarters as quickly as possﬁ?le. ,

We arrived at Ali-Gharbi on January 5th. The Corps Headquarters were here. One Brigade (28)
had already left, also the 1st Seaforth Highlanders, which regiment belonged to 19th Brigade, commanded
by Brigadier-General Harvey. Brigadier-General Norie was ordered to take command of a force on the
left bank, and Brigadier-General Harvey commanded a force consisting of 1st/5th Hampshire Regiment,
107th Pioneers, and a Composite Regiment, on right bank. He had met none of these regiments before.

This was the beginning of the confusion, which was caused by regiments on reaching the front
not being allowed to join their own brigades, and fighting alongside those whom they knew. On January
7th I arrived at Mandaliyeh Reach. '

r certain there was no

TREATMENT OF THE WOUNDED.

4. In trying to give some idea of what the wounded suffered in Mesopotamia from January 7th to
April 17th, T only wish to relate what I actually saw, and I propose to deal with the subject under the
following heads :—

(1) Treatment of wounded at Mandaliyeh Reach (left bank).
(2) Treatment of wounded at Hibsh (right bank).

(3) Treatment of wounded after the Wadi and Hannah battles.
(4) Treatment of wounded on and from s.s. “ Julnar ” (January 7th to 27th).

(5) Treatment of wounded from February to April 17th.

(6) Treatment of wounded at Bombay.

(7) General notes concerning medical arrangements.

5. (1) Treatment of wounded at Mandaliyeh Reach.—The wounded on the left bank during battle of
January 6th to 8th were brought to this place. 'When I arrived at what was supposed to be a hospital ~
on the 7th everything was in great confusion, and the wounded were coming in great numbers. At
2.30 p.m. I saw Lieut.-Colonel McWhiney, Acting A.D.M.S. He stated that he had only been asked to
provide for about 450 casualties, and there were now over 2,000. The wounded (Britis}i and Indian) in
many cases were arriving without any field dressings, and there were, as far as I know, not more than six
medical officers (exclusive of two Colonel doctors, who were not actually dressing any wounded, and
Regimental Medical Officers, who were with their regiments in the firing line for the most part) attending
to the wounded here up till the 9th. °

'_.[‘huso who were lucky enough to have had their wounds dressed could not have their first field
dressings changed as there was a great iusufficiency of medical dressings. ‘

There were only very few tents. l
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ngements for feeding
The « hospital » seemed to have little or no comforts, and there were no arrang ™
the mounded. ‘ : British and Indian troops lay v 4 had f))
All through the afternoon and night wounded were coming in, and Britis he haq g
huddlgd together in the open. . ¢ 2nd Black Watch, both badly NOW gye
it o Separate place was marked off for officers, e.g., two officers ol “nc, Malamir,” as they had no Ivi
hit, anq lying out in the open, were taken by me after 11 p.m. to sleep on s.8. under ¢q
- blankets " anq could receive no medical attention, nor get any food. one the chaplains could get Mmen naf
Men died and remained lving amongst the living until removed by any 800n ag
to help thep,. : edical officer apologising have 1
The cries of the wounded were at times heartrending, and I heard one 1“01(; dressings. He attri-
to the Wounded that he was unable to attend to their wounds, as l}e had no m ) 1_3.
uted the shortage to the niggardliness of the Government of India. . It it very much. Every upplie,
© Wi S : i : ; t no hot drinks, felt i Y, after 8
Was a very cold night, and the men, being able to ge ded were lying on the bare I
man could have done with at least two blankets, but in most cases the woun of th r
ground, ang sharing one blanket, and many had not even got that. AT . cw‘r‘;
in on A.T. carts
6. There seemed to be a shortage of stretchers, and as the badly wounded c}?ﬁ?r\m no springs, or chang
they complained much of the pain which they had suffered through the carts the gwere unloaded. Serge?
Palliasses for them to lie on. On more than one cart a dead man was.found bwhfl?e Brzftish and Indian on t}}1
& iSlpri}rlnitive form of medical transport was looked upon with disgust by aﬂﬂ&
T0ops who had just arrived from France. en lyin
At an early ]hour on the morning of January 8th, I found. thgt the wou-nded]E :Z};i s}ézdﬂ?:t i Zny- :
out all night without, any protection from the cold, were suffering intense pain. ate enterprise, as the West
g:t:%l Was to be done to alleviate the suffering it was necessary to resort to priv: Mew
Y inadequate medical staff could not deal with it. . ;
. ter a C})nsultation withat,he%.O. 1st Seaforth Highlanders, who was slightly W‘i“;‘dsii’f;::hde}c;? ild_ and ;
1t would be besgt to pitch a camp for officers and men of the 2nd Black Watch and 1s o8 whers %he ot d(
landers about 40 yards from where a few tents had been pitched by the medical authorities, a )
few medica) officers were working. . 15t}
7. After getting permission to form this camp from the A.D.M.8., T went with C ?’ptall,n A;xders:;}l:, :le%e;
1st Seaforth Highlanders (also wounded), and we commandeered tents off a boat lying close by. . de the(
Assistant, Provost-Marshal gave us Turkish prisoners, and we managed to get a number of tents erected,
palliasses filled and placed on the ground, and the officers and men of the above-mentioned regiments
were moved there, ‘st
8. As the medical authorities could supply no food the Quartermasters of the regiments provided Th
what they could. I know, in the case of one officer who afterwards died, all he got was tea brought by e
an Orderly of his own regimental mess, from the 2nd Line Transport some distance away. ] at
The British officers of Indian regiments complained that they could get no food, and’Orderh‘es»were_ o
sent to their own regimental transport to get them what they could. -
9. Close to the camp for the British wounded a mortuary tent was pitched, as up to then no provision
for removing the dead or burial of the same had been made. The medical officers said they had no o
personnel for attending to same. ) 1
I feel I ought to put on record that at about 12 noon two officers f)f 2nd Black Watch were bleedmg
a great deal from their wounds, and had up to then received no medical at
dressed by their own regimental medi

tention since they had been
cal officer on the previous day. I saw a major of the IM.S., 1
beautifully dressed, walking about. I fetched him in to see them in their tent, and le looked at them
and said he would come back to dress them. He never did. T eventually got another medical officer
to come.
A medical officer of R.A.M.C. came 1

ound British camp for Highland Regiments with me, and I
pointed out to him what I considered the more serious cases, and he marked them down for removal
down stream.

10. All that afternoon work was being carried on amongst the wounded
and Indian troops were got away to the so-called hospital ship.  After 11
cases placed on the P.I., which was very crowded. Tt was late at night that I found still more dead
lying amongst the living. What actual treatment they had received before their deaths I cannot tell.

On Sunday, January 9th, the congestion in the camp was not so bad, but the wounded were still
receiving little medical attention owing to shortage of all necessaries. On this morning rain came down,
and the ground was soon very muddy. I received orders to joins.s. “* Julnar * at 2 p-m., so I cannot say
from personal observation how the wounded fared after that.

Orders were issued before I left for part of the medical staff and equipment to advarice
remaining wounded, of whom there were &
The latrine arrangements were nil

at least 1,000 Native cases and 500 British, suffered still more.
,and I saw only one sweeper,
In statement E. 6 will be found an account by an eyewitness of the filth of the camp, and the extreme
measures which men wanting to relieve nature had to resort to.

12, (2) T'reatment of wounded at Hibsh (right bank
Jantary Tth about 6 p.m., in order to bury

» and a good many British
p. I saw over fifty sitting

)—1 went from the left bank
British officers an

iR

to the right on
d men of General Kembazll's Column who
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Sy

e,




5

had fallen, | saw Li
N 1 saw Licut.-(} -
Vv Licut.-Colonel Wooq, ADMS, right bank, who was very tired with all the work

\1 n |} ¢ C
14 h'f (]nl V. ll(‘ ‘()l‘ e t t he een or d( ICd t l l
e ha‘ d() e d iring t e L0 ] m hﬂ l] hni 1

I VIS “(‘d th(‘ W n‘l“d(‘,d. r to th(\ Tiver, th[
u“d(‘l cover, l ll('“‘ was a ecat s wrtage C ets, aml as th( ll()- ita
/ ar l D age of blﬂnl\ pit ) N )

Dressings. iod;
500n as I returned to the left h“:‘]t%tmg. - lodine, &c., were very short, and Colonel Wood asked me, as
have more, as he had not suff; Lo oreport to Lieut.-Colonel Trvine, D.M.S., Tigris Corps, that he must
Ot sullicient to dress the wounded who were already there.

13. The medical « ) § .
supplies which 'the:]h;?lict:: ) he}EG wvere working very hard, and were doing all they could with the few
after 8 p.m. : make the men more comfortable. T left the hospital on this bank shortly
On the evenin \ . . )
of the wounded h;ﬁ]n;;h: ‘:*l']lzvro‘llhlﬁ‘q this hospital again, as there was no chaplain in this bank. Many
course, those wounded on the G(f] 0]n {0 boats, and those who were left were much more satisfied. Of
changed owing to the short ot a "flf.l’ for the most part, been unable to get their first field dressings
o age of dressings, &c. Thanks to the prompt and cffective work of Regimental

Sergeant-Major Cox. ¢ :
seant-Major Cox, 2nd Leicestorshs - . LG
on this bank wwen, iy seicestershire Regiment, the arrangements for the burial of the British dead

Statement C. deals more fully

after they were placed on a P. 1 with the sufferings of the wounded on this bank, and what they endured

oat until they reached Amarah.

14, real e , oo
Westropl()g{N:g;f: ['zﬁgtAO{)%Z?Zldwl o Wadi and Hannal Betiles—On or about January 12th, Colonel
McWhiney. ’ DAL, of Tth Meerut Division, arrived at the front and relieved Lieut.-Colonel
and aA;tﬁf'-}::t}ﬁ?‘:‘t‘l:&'r(‘)r{vtr{ft-“ at(%1 the “"".“nd:‘/d had to be brought a considerable distance on A.T. carts,
lot desperate ‘as; th'e\: ha.den h o th‘e river bank, and the intense cold, rain, and a biting wind made their

Boats ha;d beenadol‘ : g] dCf’"}"L]'Y “0t11‘112_ except what they stood up in to cover then}.
15th. As they cmymo 'd}r.e} getting from Sheikh Saad to the Wadi owing to gale during night of 14th-
eiderdomns s;)m; f/ 1141}]1) with Administrative Staff—officers, clerks, &c.—stores, including pa,llia'xsses and
reliability ) 'f 0 , them were cleared, and the wounded put on them. There never seemed to be any

DLy of  certain boat heing used only for the evacuation of wounded, and so it was impossible for
the men to be made very comfortable. ’

15. On one boat, where I was assisting to place the wounded on 15th, there were practically no

‘stretchers for the bad cases to lie on, and the men had to lie on the decks, which were far from clean.

There were no Orderlies on board, and the sitting cases had to attend to the lying.

.It was noticeable how, until the time when the hoat was due to start down stream, the regimental
medical officers attended to their serious cases—simply because they knew they would otherwise get no
attention. Many of the more serious cases required very careful attention, and yet there were no trained
Orderlies, no proper cooking arrangements, and the slightly wounded were doing their utmost to boil
water, &c., so that those suffering from the cold could get a hot drink. °

16. After the battle of the Wadi, a large camp was formed, but owing, I suppose, to the shortage
of medical personnel there were no proper sanitary arrangements, and any piece of ground was used for
latrines, irrespective of whether it was close to a hospital unit or not.

While the 9th Brigade was moving up to the Wadi, I noticed there was no field ambulance with it.

Between the 15th and 21st more medical officers, personnel, and equipment arrived, and separate
hospitals for British and Indian troops were marked out.

Heavy rain on the 16th made the camp very bad, and many sick cases had only the ground to lie on.

17. As collecting stations were established only about one mile from the front from which the attack
against Hannah position on 21st was launched, it was hoped that the sufferings of the wounded would
be considerably less. Unfortunately the casualties were large and rain began to fall at 11.30 a.m., the
result being the Nullahs overflowed, the tents for dressing the wounded in fell down, the country became
a quagmire, and the sufferings were worse than in the two previous battles.

The more slightly wounded struggled to the collecting stations, and if they were lucky, after standing
for some time in the open, with rain coming down in torrents, they got their wounds dressed, and then
they were told to walk back to Orah Camp, 2} miles away from where the casualty clearing (if it could so
be termed) was.

Many, of course, never reached their destination and were found after dark lying in mud and water.
An able-bodied man had the greatest difficulty in walking through this quagmire.

18. In the evening a P. boat was brought up to a point on the river bank near to collecting station
and the stretcher cases were carried to it.

This work was going on till the early hours of the morning of the 22nd. Many on the previous
afternoon and evening were placed on A.T. carts, and in several cases mules, owing to their being used
for transport and carrying wounded, were so dead beat that they refused to pull. The dravies took
them out and the cart was left with its load of suffering humanity, waterlogged. I myself at 2 a.m.
on the morning of the 22nd found a wounded officer with a broken leg lying on an A.T. cart which
was up to its axles in mud, and he had been deserted by the dravi several hours before.

Rain had been falling for over 12 hours and the officer was suffering intensely from the cold, apart

from his wounds. I found several wounded men who had fallen down from fatigue groaning on the bank.

T . . .
here were a fajr number of tents, and most of the British wounded were,
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Much of this suffer ; ° : d seen that the AT.
carts Sohveying theu\vznuﬁg ?lght have been avoided if the medical authorities 1ha ) ..
¢ Wounded mep, wh ed had gone back as a convoy and not indiscriminate yr‘t,ies as when darkness - L,
Jame on and ng lights to o prted to Walk the distance should have been sent in Pa~ 1 have only referred
to what befell the WOul.'\gduel:i1 ¢ 1;hem 1t'was hard to follow the track. InallThave said L | T A
As.w_as the cage on forme:: ter t;l}ey reached the collecting stations. & medical stores, &ec. ‘ shire IS{ th.c
ltis 'Mpossible to g h oceasions, there were no hot drinks, shortage of food, and lack of prompt do ok
medical attention ¥ how many of the wounded died from the effects of exposure Te gimeatg th
tatement, Ty : - t down Dis
Stream. (2) deals with what the wounded had to suffer on one of the boats which Wex the onq 1,
great shor
19. (4) Treqr t this One
period it wil] po ‘:';f{tio of Wounded on, Steamship “ Julnar from January 6th to 27.”’L"—Thm“g'1‘}i:;e was me of hig |
attached tq her on ortm-g‘embe‘: that the steamship  Julnar ” was called a hospital sl.llpz de a su‘ ly left the S0
one, over which thepwourslld ed“{lhen I first saw her an ammunition barge and on starboatd side & Supp ave beep
d n the afternoon of J :nuaad ?70 ps taken. . estion on the 24, 1
€ck.  There wag 5 chaplai ™y 7th T went on board and was horrified to find the cong d men | On 11
belonged to the 2nd eig a;n on board, so I did not stay very long, but as most of the officers an 11; : Saad,
their lack of treatment, essi’fgh“?&eglmem, who were well known to me, I heard many complaints o | can);ing
(@) That in g very , ¢ 1t to say— . plaint
to lay out Captain ]?rz ;((;E)%Ttgg garp of the ship I found two wounded officers in a Sikh r.eg1menthtl‘1ym€ ‘ Visi te:
() Further on I found 1-jh rd Sikhs, F.F., who had passed away. There was no orderly to help. i
Temovéd for burig]. e body of Private Chambers, 2nd Leicestershire Regiment, and had him (1
On the 9th T receiv (2
return to Amars, eived orders to embark on steamship  Julnar ” and replace Rev. Tibbs, who was to (
At 4 pm. the ste ip < . . | (4
S at Malldaliyeh Reach a;vrgzhgpd Julnar,” which since the Tth had been moored alongside the left bank
Placed on this boat it was i Tteersd UP the river to Sheikh Saad. I presume that when the wounded were |
ave proper attention, but ntended, that they should go down stream to have their wounds dressed z.md (
treatment and no fond (L0 t:‘s {zvents turned out, three days after they were, after receiving no medical “
(certainly none suitable for wounded men), actually being taken up stream. (
20). . . . i i
flooded T]};:‘li ha»?hbeen }{eavy rain which poured through canvas awning overhead, and the decks were
cases 1 red Sf(;l ay which had been pla_uced on the upper deck to try and keep the rain off the stretcher
ot litlél OVle of ittle use.  Officers, British and Indian troops were all suffering alike, and they could
% eneathetshzfé), as most of those on board were lying on the decks with nothing but very wet palliasses
21. On the 10th it was fine, and the sun helped to dry the blankets, &c. The Medical Staff consisted of
a major L.M.S. and an Indian of same service, assistant surgeons ; two British orderlies, so T gathered from
them, had been wounded at Ctesiphon and were on their way to rejoin their regiments, so had attached S 0
t-hems.elvgs to the ship in the meantime : two British cooks, who certainly knew little about cooking, light
and did ht?le for tl?e wounded except boil the water for tea : one sweeper. 1o tre
On this morning the cabins and decks were overcrowded. With my two orderlies T managed to (
get the less serious cases to sit up and to clean where they had been lying, and the captain of the ship Dodr
gave the services of a man to do sweeper work. As they themselves said, no one had done anything own
for them since the 7th, and it is impossible to describe the filth where they had been eating and sleeping of dr
for the past three days. The British and Indian troops had been lying close together. 'The sitting cases
had done their best about bringing a bed-bottle and bed-pan to the very seriously wounded, but in many ina
cases men had been forced te relieve themselves where they lay. stat
22. My attention was specially called to two cases of intense suffering :—
(1) A private of 2nd Leicestershire Regiment said he was suflering great pain from his right timy
arm, in which he was wounded on the 6th. Nothing had been done to it since he had had him
the first field dressing put on. When the dresing was undone the wound was found to be and
very gangrenous. . for
(2) A quartermaster-sergeant of same regiment, who is by no means inclined to complain, and
was badly wounded, told me that he had received no attention since the 6th.
) as
As far as I could see, even if there were a shortage of dressings, &e., more might have been done ha
: ’ o . N & N
by the medical personnel on the hoat for the wounded. On this morning orders were received that the ge
wounded would be disembarked in the afternoon. As we moored alongside the right bank a little above su
Sheikh Saad village about 2 p.m., it was expected that we should find a hospital camp ready pitched. dr
The following are the facts :— e
The fatigue party for pitching camp arrived after we had moored. The wounded were ordered to th
be taken off as quickly as possible as the boat was required to take an Indian regiment to the other bank.
The wounded were put on the river bank and remained lying and sitting there for over two hours. When Y
the camp was ready those who could hobbled across there : others were carried by volunteers from the
regiments on this bank. .
23. At the camp there were no sanitary arrangements and practically no food. No medical officer
remained for the night in the camp.
g 1
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jcester-
ke to the Commanding Officer 2nd li(:::rss
tal medical officer and stretcher ers.

i f two Indian
isted by medical officers 0
S;SF?eld Artillery. The Quartermasi‘;j;:ﬂ
he British troops. There Was

3 _ As the wounded were receiving so little attention I spo
shire Regiment, who came himself and ordered the regimen
do what they could. Dressings were changed. They were as
Tegiments and assistant surgeons attached to batteries of Roya
the 2nd Leicestershire Regiment provided hot drinks and some food for t
great shortage of blankets and the night was cold. L » en to

One private of 2nd Black Watchg, who in the morning on the steamship “J “h‘aa tohlfignspzk
me of his lack of treatment, was in great pain. I fetched a medical officer, who attende fter the way
left the soldier asked me to pray with him again, adding, * There is no hope of my living 2
have been neglected.” He died in the night.

24. The sufferings of the officers and men were by no means at an en

On the 11th orders were received that this hospital camp was to be move

Saad. I was not actually there when this move was carried out, but the wounded hi{

carrying whatever kit they had, and the stretcher cases were put to much suffering,

plaints were made to me by British officers who were close by at the way the woun
I visited this newly formed camp on night of 11th and found that—
7 Y

d. .
d behind the village of Shaikh

d to walk the distance
and several com-
ded were moved.

(1) The British officers were in tents by themselves.
(2) The British and Indian troops were separated.
(3) There was a shortage of blankets. - vali One
(4) The men had no palliasses to lie on and the officers had in most cases only their vallses. it t0
officer wounded on Tth and hit in the back was suffering greatly from having nothing SO

¥ lie on.
. (5) The sanitary arrangements were nil. I handed in to the Vincent Commission & statement made
Lieutenant Swindells, 2nd Leicestershire Regiment, on this matter. )
He was naturally

(6) I saw the medical officer who had just arrived and had been put in charge. S
quite unable to deal with the great number of sick and wounded, as more than came O
¢ Julnar ” had arrived from the hospital camp further down stream. L

(7) The medical officer in referring to the wounded from the steamship * Julnar, said thap the
medical officer had not handed them over, and had gone off. ~Many cases required very careful
attention and seemed to have received none. He wished he could tell him all he thought of
him, as his conduct was scandalous.

(8) There were very few orderlies.

(9) There was very little food and no comforts.

On 12th I was at this hospital again. The medical officer was doing all he could to improve matters.
Slightly wounded soldiers of 2nd Black Watch returned to their regiment, as they could get no food, and

no treatment since receiving their wounds on 7th. I did not see this camp again.
On the steamship  Julnar ” from this date until 27th the sick and wounded officers who were on

board could get little medical treatment, and none could get any food except what was got from their
own regimental messes, and for cooking had to rely entirely on their own orderlies. There was no system
of drawing and issuing of rations. The men fared worse.

25. On morning of 22nd, about 2.30, I went on board the steamship ““ Julnar * and found things
in a worse state than usual. The decks were streaming with water, and even the saloon was in a flooded
state. Officers, including one Brigadier-General, were lying on the floor, but some were on stretchers.

There was no medical officer on duty.
One officer suffering from pneumonia was calling for an orderly, and had been doing so for some

time, but could receive no attention. I wokg up an Indian medical officer, who came and attended to
him. This was not the only case. In the cabificofficers were lying on the floors as well as in the berths,
and in one two-berth cabin five officers were sleeping. On the decks there was no comfort of any sort

for the troops.

96. More wounded came on during the early hours of the morning. Their clothes were all saturated
as they had been lying out for some time, and there were no dry clothes to give them after the wet ones
had been removed. Their teeth were chattering from the cold, and for some time it was impossible to
get hot drinks or dry blankets. I attended to three wounded officers, all of whom were very wet, and
suffered greatly through being unable to have any medical attention, prdcure dry clothes, or get a hot
drink. There were a few rations of hard biscuit and bully beef issued for breakfast. There was little
condensed milk for the tea when the latter was forthcoming. No attempt was made to try and clean
the decks of the ship, and thé latrines were in an awful state. o

27. The officials of a pest-office scction were mixed with the wounded ; and the guards of 'l'egimental
baggage slept close to where the food was cooked. .

After the wounded were removed from this ship, sick officers and men were sent by thef'i'egimental
medical officers to it for treatment. Some had to hi¥bble in three miles from the front line.

On 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th of January I saw the sick who had been sent to this ship, and on every
day the complaints were numerous. I know the sick were turned off the ship without, receiving an
medical attention or food. 8

I found men suffering from dysentery sitting in the mud on the river bank. The nights were very

cold, and we had much rain at this time.

3
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. On January 25th my attention was specially called to the bad state of affairs. - N.C.0.’s and men
who could hardly crawl along had been ordered by the medical officer to return to their regiments as he

" would not attend to them. It must be remembered that nearly all these men had been sent for medical
treatment by their regimental medical officers as they were unfit for duty, and I am not speaking of any
who might be called shirkers. To give one instance :—

A private of 2nd Leicestershire Regiment who was suffering much pain as his ankle was greatly
swollen, told me he had been ordered to rejoin his regiment three miles off. Isaid that if he was ordered
to do so again he was to send for me. About an hour after, a Stafl-sergeant on the supply barge attached
to the ship came to tell me that the soldier had been ordered off the ship and was lying on his barge
suffering ’great pain and unable to move. 1 fetched the medical officer in charge of the ship. He said
to the private, “ Why have you not gone back ? What.is the matter ¢ Take off your boot and sock.”
‘With n.mcl‘l difficulty the private did so. The doctor felt it, in what I should call a very callous way,
and said, ““Get up ; there is nothing the matter.” On my remonstrating, as it was clear to anyone
with a pair of eyes that something was wrong with it, as it was so swollen, the doctor again felt it (this
time with more care) and said, “ Yes ; he must be kept here and is to go on deck.”

28. Over 40 men of 2nd Leicestershire Regiment alone. were returned to duty. = Some never
reached the regiment, as they fell down from exhaustion, as the going was very heavy. On morning
of 26th January, Major-General Kemball and I were present at the Sick Parade held by the Regimental
M.O. and saw some of the sick who had been ordered off the s.s. *“ Julnar » on previous day. One
was doubled up and could not stand up s'raight, another could not get his heels together, another could
only stand on one leg, and gll were suffering from either rheumatism, dysentery or very severe cold.
The 'Reglmental M.O. reported that they were all quite unfit for duty and were ordered to go to
hospital. A report was sent in by the C.0. of the regiment, together with statements from the Regimental
M.O., 2nd Lieut. Brakes, Regimental Sergeant-Major-Cox and a sergeant, all testifying to the fact that
the sick of the regiment had received no attention on the s.s. “ Julnar.” The C.0., 53rd Sikhs, F.F., also
sent in a report as his British officers and men had likewise suffered. These reports were forwarded in
toto by Major-General Kemball to the Divisional General, who afterwards sent them to the Corps Com-
mander. A copy of these reports was handed in by me to the Vincent Commission. ’

29. On 27th I found amongst combatant troops who had embarked on the s.s. “J ulnar,” in order
to cross to the other bank, the dead body of a private of the 1st Manchester Regiment lying on the
upper deck with a blanket over him. It took me less than five minutes to get a stretcher and bave him
cg‘rned off the ship, yet, when I told the medical officer what I had done he said, “ Oh yes, he died last
night about 6 p.m.” It was then 9 a.m. next day. At the funeral a sergeant of the same regiment
ez_(pr?ssed great surprise at his death as he was only slightly wounded. Major Crossley, 20th B.F.A,,
did duty on this ship shortly after and it was noticeable how much cleaner it soon became.

The evidence of 2nd Lieut. Hadden, I.A.R., attached 53rd Sikhs, F.F., would have been invaluable
as he was on the ship for some time and told the M.O. to his face what he thought of the way in which
tl',)h(:i wounded were being neglected. Any sick officers on board-up to this date had to provide their own

eds. .

30. (5) Treatment of Wounded from February to April 17th.—As trench warfare commenced, the
casualties were not so heavy, and with the arrival of Major-General at Orah Camp, the camp was
laidout in better order and each field ambulance had its allotted space. .

As the field ambulances of the 7th (Meerut) Division arrived at the Front so did the medical arrange-
ments on the left bank begin to improve. ;

Collecting stations were formed behind each brigade holding the front line ; and-to this point the
wounded were brought after receiving attention from their Regt. M.O.

The troops on left bank were engaged in no big battle until April 15th.

31, On March 6th I accompanied Column B, under command of Major-Cleneral Kemball, to right
bank. On March 7th we marched to the Dijailah Depressio ; arriving there on 8th at an early hour.
The troops of the column were engaged with the enemy all day and the casualties were heavy.

The medical authorities, under difficult circumstances, did all that was possible for the wounded,
and it was noticeable how well doctors who had had the experience of work in France made their arrange-
ments. There was a shortage of stretcher bearers, as the casualties were heavier than expected and the
wounded had to be carried a considerable distance from the battlefield to the medical headquarters.

From this point it was 15 miles back to Orah Camp, to which place the wounded were conveyed
on the 9th March. ‘

There were no motor ambulances and very few horse ambulances.

Long lines of A.T. carts conveyed the wounded, and only those who have been carried in them
when they were wounded can fully realise how great is the discomfort. Very serious cases were carried
the whole way on stretchers. As no one could be left behind ity was only to e expected that there was
little hope of anyone hit in the abdomen recovering after such a long journey.

39. The arrangements at the field ambulances on left bank on return of the wounded were very
ood, and everyone got a hot drink and food to drink. Many of the wounded were sent away in steamers

on the 10th. - -
On April 5th there was another battle. The 13th Division made an attack on Hannah position,

and their casualties on that morning were not very heavy. I saw Sir William Vincent and Major-
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General Bingley on the battlefield and the former asked me * whether I did not think the hospital
been few and motor

arrangements for that day satisfactory.” T replied, “* Yes, but the casualties have
ambulances are in use for the first time.” ts next
. It was unfortunate that the aforementioned Commissioners did not see the arrangemen
‘morning. «

n observation,

33. A« I was wounded the second time about 5.50 a.m. I cannot say very much fror ered

80 shall only relate what actually happened to me. [ received what would in Mesopotamin be con
very Igom! treatment. k on Sannaiyat
was hit in the pelvis and temporarily lost the use of my left leg during the attack on >
A= T fell among the 2nd Leicesfershil:: Reg%meut 1 was picke(i up abffnt- hal'f’in hour after by two reg(;-
mental stretcher hearers and carried to the regimental dressing station. Here my wound:‘l were d‘ress .
The M.O. ordered the streteher bearers to carry me back to the advanced dressing station, which, no
doubt. he thoughthad been established about 2 miles behind. , 14d

No dressing station was found until we had gone 3! miles, and there the M.O. said he could do
‘mothing for me as he had orders to move. There was a number of wounded lying at the same }?ftwt:i.
T was placed on an A.T. cart and was feeling verv faint from loss of blood. My orderly, whom I pwkl‘i
up, saw a crowd on the river bank and a ship, <0 directed the dravi to take me there. T now personi );
experienced the discomfort of an A.T. cart, and nothing could be worse, as over every rough piece o
groundfthe cart jolts one, and wounds probably get hit either against the iron girders of the side or
bottom of it.  On arrival at the ship, Colonel Tate, A.D.M.S.. 12th Division, saw me and in the kmdeslfls
way told a M.0. 1 was to be sent down on the ship which was moored there, adding ** It will be at Ora
Camp in about half an hour.” Tt was then about 9.30 a.m. and we actually were disembarked at 5.45 p.m.
&fter lying all the time within a foot of a sheep and lamb, and the sun beating down on one’s head, and
flies, &e., innumerable,

34. After we started to go down stream the only doctor on board told the wounded that he had
nothing to drink and no food. Every wounded person had been on the move since 4.30 n}m. on the bth,
after getting little sleep in the trenches, with a night march throughout the 5th and Gth, ollowed by an
attack. On arrival at Orah Camp the officers got a cup of cocon and thick bread and butter. Our
wounds were dressed and we were placed in a large tent on stretchers.  Next morning for brea.kfa.gb there

was little food, but I was fortunate, as an orderly of a brother officer brought a cake from his regimental
mess.

As T was very exhausted I managed to get some brandy, and the M.O. was very attentive.

At 12 midnight I was awakened and carried on to S.I. ‘

There was a camp bed on board, and the medical officer, the late Captain Seabrook, worked
indefatigably until we reached Basra on the 10th. .

There was not a great deal of food on board, but on arrival at Amarah the M.O. had dinner brought

from the Rawal Pindi General Hospital for the officers, and took more provisions aboard.

There were orderlies, bed pans, water bottles, &e.

When it was raining one had to keep on changing the position of bed to try and keep dry. The

corrugated iron sheeting, recently placed overhead to keep the sun and rain off, was pierced with holes,
"o did not serve its purpose well. It must have been scrapped material when placed there.

On arrival at Basra, I was taken to the Officers’ hospital where one was well looked after. I left
. Basra on the 17th as a cot case on s.s. ** Sicilia,” and was in a nice officers’ ward, where I received every

attention. The food was entirely to my satisfaction, and we reached Bombay on April 24th.

#

35. (6) Treatment of Wounded at Bombay.—On arrival at Bombay I was sent to the officers’ hospital
at, Byculla Club, but as I could not receive the necessary treatment for my wound, was transferred to
St. George’s, where I was under the care of Lieut.-Colonel Jackson, L.M.S., who throughout the time that
T was there was most kind, and did everything he could for me. At this hospital I was in a small ward
by myself and had my own servant, so was much better off than most officers. :

To summarise complaints made by officers :—

. .
(1) There was no variety about the food, e.g., poached or buttered eggs for every meal, and the
cooking was very inferior ; on one occasion an Indian servant refused to take the food given
him by the nurse for his officer.
(2) The food was served up badly and the plates were dirty very often. .
(3) In the ward with wounded officers there was a civilian gentleman sufiering from cancer, and
he died there. In the other ward there was an enteric case. :
4) The ward boys were very loth to obey the requests of officers, and the nurses had little
‘control over them. Those officers who were not convalescent and had not got their own
. s'%y@nts were not very well attended to. The nurses did not bring the meals to the patients.
(5) Officgrs were put to a great deal of trouble, if thev were being invalided home, by having to
_ apply for leave, &c. : '

il
e On

36. (7) General Notes . oncerning Medical Arrangements.—(1) On January 28th, when the Force

Commander came to Orah Cg p, I was sent for by him and was requested to tell him and the Corps
Commander what I had seen as regards the medical arrangements and lack of treatment of the wounded

“up to date. This I did.
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s () 1 gave pwider.c before the Vincent Commission #) Orsh Camp on A

- ;"""’M\ on that evening wp 1o the trepches proparatony to the attack o0 the ‘

e tajesable fon 1he Commisaon to boue the svidense of offieers and men whom 1 wished to bring

Nnm !tm St Wikl Vinwwnt and Major Gorers! Ringley agreed to peveive written statementa,

W:";n'bv’ ;;‘::2‘:’?% wven 'r‘mltk evidenee have mow been illed. 1 lt:;"’f ::«: ‘;‘ ‘;‘m"‘; Rg‘
) il ey ~‘ LB » BAENSy

S Tack Woteh . I Semfrnth Highlanders. including one from ot

() X ray Apparates of Bowbay, I wemed strange that 18 months after the cmmencerient
ml ons it Mesopotamin there was no Xoray apparatas at the howspital for Indians on the Marine
Parade ¥ think S Vietor Hordey made 8 teeommendation that this should be rectified. My own
\ ""'(;;“:'::‘m;ﬂ; X-tay may be of interest. Krayed, Twa plates were

¢ was sent o the Jamsetjre Jedabhoy Hospital to be X-raved y ‘
taken. O Apnl 260h | wae X-ruved agnin. Twn J::" —eaken. On May Srd and ith I was
Vrnyed ot K4 George's Hospatal . fwo plates were faken on each occasion. and again on the Sth.

o operation for extraction of bullet on Tth wes unsaccessfal. i

' M‘y 164k | was xw“m] at N ﬂw"‘ bt me it was “mmﬁﬂ | was sont to Colaba prﬂal
where | war Xorayed on 19h. Tww plates were taken and process for localising bullet gone through.
Thin again took place on the 20th and the X-tay salist, who was present on cach occasion, said he
was worki e " ACTRY KpROBTIEL. WS T : have an

ng under great difficulties and s new place was being built for him. and he hoped to
up-to-date X-ray appliance gong shortly. -
" A wecond operation for extraction of bullet on 23rd was again ansaccessful.  On arrival at Harold
bu““ Private Wospital, 17, Park Lane, on June 29th. 1 was X-rayed within 18 hours of arrival.  The
let in pelvin bone wan localieed and it was extracted on July 4th.

(iv) Motor Ambulances. Four of these artived at the Front in March. They were very us>ful
on April 4th-6th.  When in France the Indian Corps were presented with motor ambulances, but were
not permitted (o brng them away from that country.

(v) Horse Awbulances. We hud none of these at the Front until the middle of February. I only
once Mw n bu]l«ml: tonga, xuch ux is used for conveying the sick in Indian cantonments.

(vi) No rviver hospital ships arrived at Orah until March. Iu my opinion if there had 9niy heen
either hospital burges or viver hospital ships, with an_operating theatre (where the more serious cases
could have heen promptly attended to) and cots for the wounded to lie in, much suffering would have
been suved, and probubly the lives of some prolonged. '

1t in needloss to way how much additional suffering was the lot of those wounded, who were placed
on boats, which were detained for ferrying trips across the river, and as this often went on day and night
very little sleep wan possible,

(vi1) 1t ix much to he rogretted that there were no sisters at an earlier date working at the hospitals,

(viil) 1 have it on the written word of a lieut.-colonel who died at Amarah, that in May of this year
( full your after the ocoupation of the place), there were no electric fans, or ice plant in the hospital.
The heat was intense,

(ix) (|)n w8, " Assaye,” on which 1 travelled from Bombay to Suez in June, the electric fans were
very inferior, and no wonder, as they were German-made ones, so the C.0. of the ship told me, and had
recently been put in by the Indian Marine.

The engineers were constantly trying to keep them in working order.

A specialist on bacteriology told me he had been sent out with two assistants and sufficient equip-
ment to fill two general service wagons, to do special sanitation work., On arrival at Basra he was
ordered to leave his assistants and equipment there, and to proceed to Amarah, where he was placed
in charge of a medieal ward.  The bacteriologist working at Amarah suggested to the A.D.M.S., Amarah,
that the assistants and equipment should be sent for so that they could work on each bank of river.
No sction was taken. The specialist was returning home after having told the late Sir Vietor Horsley
about the matter. 1n this kind of way full use was not made of the material and experience at hand.

(x) Armistice on January 22ud. On this day an armistice was asked for. '

It was of no use as regards bringing in the wounded, as they were in before the A.Q.M.G. Corps left
our lines under the white flag.

On previous night our front linc was brought back 80 yards behind where most of our dead were ;
and ammunition, rifles, equipment, &c., were left behind. As soon as the white flag was taken out the

Turks allowed uniformed Arabs to go over the ground and take what they could, also strip our dead,

though the actual armistice did not commence until 4 p.m., when General Hudson returned. I was

told by him to bury the dead and was free to do so until 6 p.m.

I had already buried officers and men who had fallen close to our own front line.

No Staff officer of the corps was there to make any arrangements, and no party was told off to dig
the graves. )

In French I talked to a Turkish officer who was very amiable. He said he could, according to his
orders, bring our dead to a place only 150 vards in front of the line to which we had withdrawn. A party
of volunteers dug the graves. All of the dead had been stripped naked, and identity dises removed.
1 only recognised the C.0. of 62nd Punjabis.

One Indian, stripped naked and brought for burial, was still breathing,

d 4tk As the Tth Division
' Hannah position, it

and I pointed this out to the ‘

* TPurkish officer. He was taken to one of our field ambulances but shortly afterwards died.

In my opinion if I, 'as a chaplain, had been told earlier of the proposed armistice, 1 should have

been allowed to go to the Turkish lines and seen our wounded who had been taken prisoners, a'so got the
identity discs of the dead who had fallen on their trenches. As it was owing to bad Staff work and
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V;lthdrawal of our line behind where most of our dead had fallen, little good came out of the &rmiéfi{c‘;

tha:a:- 0';")" a»‘*l we workfed 0“:’] way by trench warfare in February and March up to the Hantrtmh fg‘::ix;ﬁy
e tound some of our dead, and th W i ted the matter

0 the corps on the 23 en they were unrecognisable. T repor

{(xi) T bring before the Commission Statements A-F made by wounded officers.

PART II.

1 L“Ck of Organization.—As soon as we arrived at Basra on January lst it was clear that the
organization in nearly every department was very different to what the division had been accqstomed
to in France. It seemed surprising that, as there was such a shortage of river transport, nothing had
been done about constructing a light railway at Basra. Troops as they arrived were pushed up to the
frgn_t.without transport horses, or any administrative unity, and naturally there was chaos—e.g., '?th
Division : Headquarters were sent up river and had to take part in severe fighting immediately on reaching
the front, yet no effort was made for getting any horses up. My own horses never arrived at Orah until
a fortnight after I was wounded. Telegrams were repeatedly sent to the base for them, with no result.
In this case river transport was not required for sending them up—only a little organization. They could
have been sent up with any of the many echelons which marched up. )

When regiments belonging to the division arrived they were not sent to their own brigades—e.g.,
2nd Rajputs, belonging to the 21st Brigade, had not joined the brigade up to the time when I left, nor
had the 1st-9th Gurkhas, who had fought alongside the 1st Seaforth Highlanders in France, joined the
9th Brigade.

Much confusion was caused in January by regiments being taken from their own brigades and brigades
not even knowing in what division they really were—e.g., the 28th Brigade did not come permanently
under orders of 7th Divisional Commander for some weeks. When Major-General Gorringe arrived as
Chief of the Staff there was less of this changing and more organization,

It is impossible to say who was responsible, but there is little doubt that it did not improve the
efficiency of a battalion to have representatives of 23 different units in it—e.g., composite territorial
battalions. At one time there were over 40 officers drawn from various regiments in this battalion.

I think the organization might have been improved sooner than it was had the opinion of officers
from France been more readily accepted and acted upon.

(2) Shortage of Rations.—I cannot remember the exact difference between the rations in France
and Mesopotamia, but they were considerably less in every way, and the troops used to complain of
shortage of food. The Indian troops at one time had no meat ration and there was a great dearth of
fresh vegetables and potatoes. Mesopotamia is a fertile country and it is thought gardens could have
been started at the base. ' .

The wood ration was always short, and this affected both British and Indian troops greatly, especially
the latter, as they did not like a cooked ration. Owing to the shortage of rations a good deal of pilfering
went on in January, and private and other stores coming up river were broken into and taken. I remember
seeing British troops buying dates from Arabs on a boat, and they told me that they could get no rations,
and I found their statement was quite correct. Owing to the amount of pilfering that went on guards
were placed over the ships. In January it was impossible to buy tobacco, cigarettes, &c. I never saw
any cases of hribery as regards getting rations, only heard of them. It is to be regretted that large
quantities of comforts sent by ladies from India never reached the troops at the front.

(3) Morale of Troops.—The morale of the troops was affected, especially in January, by—

(a) Lack of organization.
(b) Treatment of wounded.
(¢) Shortage of rations.

(d) Strict censorship.

In January the N.C.0.’s and men were only allowed to write post-cards, and it was almost impossible

.to get them at the front. I represented that there were married men who wished to write privately to
their wives and in France had been allowed to use the green envelope 7’ ;- but from the answer I received
it appeared that the Staff had never heard of this envelope. It seems as if the censorship was so strict

AC48—b— B2
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time, and that by the end

the !
danger of punishment.

nts, as they were notori-

blic at home might not hear the true state of affairs at
responsible be bevond

have been forgotten, and those ‘
t]e need to refer to the inadequacy of the postal urr:mgl‘n‘“‘h and evervone knows
on complained bitterly at getting no letters for weeks l e hen Aows
L when facing danger to hear s.-niufnvh»r_\'f;w;vs frnn: “lh‘ tt).imprnv(\ thi‘]\g\.‘
Sty ! . an effort was mé ( ; s,

of the General Staff to the Corps an el : ove
. Sundays, &e.. and under him the morale of the troops con-

in order that the pu
of the war they may
(¢) There is lit
ously bad, and officers and me
what a good tonic it is for mer
General Gorringe arrived as Chie
A bazaar was started, rest for the men on
siderablv improved.
It is to be regretted that an effort was not mac
could purchase nmqmpo;. tnhm‘('nl. (‘igﬁ;n{!h‘f‘.‘&ﬁ;
he use of the troops, and this we brought with us. - o
he "]n ‘l"fo;)ll‘m:n‘. lthrml;zh the help of Major-General Gorzing® and Mu%n&t:
of whom were always ready to do anything they could for the welfare “‘ ding-
and some tables and forms from the Divisional I‘]nmne.ﬂ'ﬁ x_m(l st.a‘;‘!f;(“:lt:: oo
men could read the papers, bhorrow l)nnks: fx;om the lnndn‘xg ]I\H‘ﬂl]‘_\ .Wl:‘:.e (-omfort'of the
was greatly appreciated. T only state this in order to point out ho ) o ot

b(.’(‘n rf‘)”! aye B . , - ]I ”
- g atl) il“'“ OVe (] if “N‘ {H“hﬂnhl‘? llﬂ‘l “ﬂh cons ld(‘! (‘d th(‘]l W (‘]fl“l' a httle
1)(mght h"()l“ us l)v (_’»lthex

ithout tents. The Government, of
ent on payment. .'N.l(‘ tents pro-
<o the Government enunciated the prm(‘lpln tht_mt for
a 40-1b. tent is sufficient. It seemed t',.\ftrmn'dmary

At a Durbar in India these tents figure every-
few at the front. Fven the patients n hospital

canteen where the men

a field foree t here
1 a library in France for

e earlier to start
hat

The Tth (Mereut) Division
eneral \'mmglmsbm\d, both
men, [ secured an B.P. tent
room tent, where the
phone, &e.  This
men might have

at Orleans when we went to France our tents were

On arrival at Basra we were w
tents by Ordnance Departm

(4) Tentage.—On arrival
the Tmperial or Indian Governments.
India ordered we should be equipped with
vided by the Government for us were 40-1b. ones;
the British officers in Mesopotamia in the hot weather
that the 18P, tent should have been so little in evidence.
where in their thouzands, but in Mesopotamia only a very
had to put up for the most part with 160-1b. tents.

Chaplains for Church services were granted one 160-1b. tent.
re there was no chaplain, T

Tibbs returned to Amarah whe 2 ,
: - ; ras res ble for holdin,

was the only Church of England chaplain with the Tigris corps for 10 days, and “‘ﬂ: ‘r('bzl‘(m:;?mh.v brigadeg
services for, in addition to the officers and men of my own division, the corps troops, ¢ - )

and other British regiments and British officers of Indian regiments on le ft ban : o
I was wounded on April 6th, and up to July 7th no one had been appointed to take my place. The

shortage of chaplains on this latter date was very bad. When I went from Bu..smrt-n'B'c:;?b“y OI} b(’ai"'?-hthe
8.8, “ Sicilia ”* during Holy Week and Easter Sunday the ship was only carrying Britis troops, and there
was no chaplain to minister to the wounded.

(5) Chaplains.—In January, after Rev.

_As so much criticism has been made about the failure to relieve Kut-el-

1. Battle of March 8th.
actually saw.

Amarah on March 8th, I have been asked to state what I
In no way do I presume to criticise the actions of the Generals in Command, nor do 1 profess to know

what were the actual orders given to the Commander of Column B. by the Corps Commander.

9. I was attached to Column B. under Major-General Kemball, C.B., D.S.0., for the operations from
the 6th to the 9th, and was present throughout the night march of 7 th-8th. When we started for the night
march our objective was the depression south of the Dujailah Redoubt. I understood from General
Kemball that he thought if we could get to the appointed place at the appointed time we could carry out
our task, and defeat the enemy. The Corps Commander seems to have laid down what every brigade was
to do, and this was of course all right, provided nothing unexpected happened, and the enemy did exactly
what we wanted them to do. General Kemball told me that he tried to get certain changes made in
the arrangements for the night march, as they seemed to imperil the march coming off as planned ; but

his suggestions were not approved of, and consequently we were over one hour late in leaving the
rendezvous, and we had halts of an hour instead of 10 minutes owing to mistakes in rear.
3. We finally arrived in broad daylight short of our destination, and in plain view of the enemy,
within effective shell range. Deployment for attack was consequently delayed, as the Column Com-
mander was determined not to advance in a mass of troops and transport in broad daylight into gun and
machine gun range of the enemy, and thus court a disaster. He was anxious not to make a disconnected
attack, so that everyone should clearly be shown on the ground their several points of attack. In spite
of this, numerous mistakes were made owing, no doubt, to the extreme flatness of the ground. The
advance was opposed at once when we got out of the Nullah.
as ;I;ilgc?n;zgg ha%htrr;if}?es tu;hplzgzes alxlvkwtard for th‘? column, and certa_,inly more strongly held than
ras ant heI; e L - O“:;n 012 the ya)'r the troops of' this colgmn foug_ht with the utmqst gallantry, and
o aal. thrm}x ;h utow gt ;)h. 12 very eavygnachlne gun fire to which they were subjected they could
o machin% -un o noI ] in :hnyone _at. Corps Headquarters could.have realised how severe was the
e A W% ! held. {Inow elmt on L.he afte1'n90n, as I was returning from where the 2nd Leicester-
shire K¢ céold y t.h ) ! up, I met the Brigade Major of Fhe 28th Brigade, who asked me what 1 ha.fi
een. m that, from what I could see, there was little hopé of our advancing any further until
we had knocked out a machine gun on our left front. ‘
Genelrfj %tzlllrfibmht th}lmself to see, and shortly afterwards he was brought in-wounded, and told me to tell
all that the artillery must knock out the machine guns befote the infantry could advance
any further.
1 ) . .
inve"giatg,tttréhcy?pma'n’ t'hf‘l‘ Brigade Major referred to above, said to me as he was going forward-to
stig e situation : “ You may be surprised to hear that the corps do not understand why we do

i
s
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not walk into the Redoubt.” o
Redoubt. omment is needless for anyone who was anywhere south 0

The attack earlior in the day having

4. About 7 pm. I went round the an!
then holding, and they were digging themse
of water. T arranged that the dead !"Ilv“m‘l‘
eatly next morning,

At abont 9.30 ‘p m. | was very . .
- HVEry surpns " I »
the corps that we were to retire 'dmi"p":]mfl to hear from General Kemball that orders had come frmlﬂ
time before all the wounded could be §“' 1;: n;:shi, "l, told him that it would take some ‘mmu]emb(‘!
casualty clearing station, and that if the ack to Column B. Headquarters, close to which were the
bury the dead. T believe that General K{- "[;‘ Tlv ment took place as intended it would be impossible to
arters about 11 Tl Kemball represented this to the corps. 1 left the Column Head-
quarters abou pm.. and returned to 28th Brie, de He ‘ l cent out with
stretchers and a party t5 bring in the wounded gade Headquarters. At 12 p.m. I went out wit
5. When 1 wasin the trenches Ol T e .
received with feelings of sorrow, as ?I‘.: he 2nd Leicestershire Regiment the order to retire came, and was
While placing 25 of the 6th Devon Regiment a0 Kt would not bo carricd out
hour there was heavy firing from im:h ‘;'-mmmt on to stretchers at 1.30 a.m. on 9th, for a quarter of an
left the front line, and there was nc S (;; By 3.30 a.m. all the combatant troops of the column had
Arabs had set up ]jgmg Whiwh > one between those collecting the wounded and the enemy.
T | o &t misled many of the men who had got separated from their units.
hiroughout the night we found a number of w ( sl in
the reserve trenches, not knowing that th i wounded and unwounded men who had gone to sleep 1n
g1k : ¢ chiches, a he rf‘ti 1t was taki
|.« rom the time that the combatant troops ,:;’,lr\ﬁ;lr “fqil tla king pIpco. hot was fired from the
Turkish trenches in front of us. o ¢ until the morning not a shot Wi )
All through the time that w . S Turki :
port moving nﬂww on ::grtll"?: f‘l‘e ]\ivere (in,g&ged getting in the wounded we could hear the l‘urklth tl;tnﬂ'
' . e elt Hank, and some tho ; were o \ir artillery.  Anyhow,
the creaking of wheels was very considerable ught that they were moving their artillery )
6. When daylight ca e ' 1 . :
Hmd‘r \1511-;;;‘:];'\‘:]:%1“ foL.Yj;e we found }hat all the combatant troops had withdrawn to close to (.Julumnﬁ.
Jeadquarters, bub no further, as the Commander had only disengaged from the enemy, and was covering
gag M
the Qollccbnm and despatch of the wounded, ' i
who Ezg”(‘(’)“‘ﬂ P*“t"f." 11"11‘ was with me could go back there, we were put to some inconvenience by Arabs,
ad ¢ me on to t_m battlefield to strip the dead, and finding some of our men asleep were stripping
ﬂmm (_)1 Ulwu' ("](.)H“"S' We had picked up a half company of an Indian Regiment which had got ﬂoparu_ted
from the battalion, and as they were armed we were able to save a number of British and Indian soldiers
from bem{t: stripped, ;md to rescue some of those who had been already stripped of all their clothes and
equipment. ¢ :
l. state this to show that the order for retirement took everyone in this column by surprise.
7. I reached Column B. Headquarters at 7 a.m., and saw General Kemball. I told him of the
movement on the part of the Turkish troops.
1t was shortly after this that the Column Commander wired to the Corps Commandcr that he was
willing to hold on at the position to which he had been ordered to retire without any support.
It was no use, though the retirement order was suspended for a time, as at 11 a.m. we heard the
main body was retiring, and at 11.45 Column B. had to conform.- The Column was unmolested till after
1 p.m., when the enemy pushed out cavalry and guns from the direction of the Shatt-el Hai, but the rear-
guard of the column easily checked them, and they came no further.

We were within sight of Kut-el-Amarah, and the enemy had broken into two portions, and had
fallen back on their bridgehead: Y P
allen back on their bridgeheads.

I do not yet know why we retired, nor do I think that the Column B. Commander has ever been
given any reason.

At the time it was naturally thought that something serious had happened necessitating retirement,
and we could get no news from the ‘corps as to what was happening on that flank, although the Column
Commander asked for it. The want of water was never mentioned at the time as the cause of retire-
ment, and when it was seen that this was given as the cause in the papers after, caused much surprise
and amusement amongst the troops.

As has transpiredosince, and from what the Turks themselves said during the armistice, after the
fall of Kut-al-Amarah, if we had only consolidated our position on night of 8th-9th, and turned the battle
into a two-day one instead of only one, we should have had them  cold.”

I know that General Kemball was horrified at the order to retire.

At Sheikh Saad in January, the column on right bank was in a far tighter place and was fighting
all night with the enemy working round their flank, but held on and when allowed to advance did so
and won:the day. .

It was a very sad march back to Orah Camp, from which we had set out on the 6th, as we all felt
the operations might have been such a great-success.

‘8. In reference to the action on April 6th, much feeling was roused amongst those who had gone
through the attack to see it was officially stated in English papers that “ No attack was made on the
‘Sannaiyat position on April 6th, as reported in the Turkish communique of April 10th.”

Whether it was a reconnaissance in force or a close reconnaisance our casualties were very heavy.
The Turks in their report said that our casualties were 1,500 yet this was denied, and the communique
of the 11th, which so truly described the operations of the 5th-Tth, was referred to ““ Turks’ distorted
account of the British success.” : ‘ o

f the

failed. another effort was made at 5.1 p.m.

ish regiments of the column in the positions which they were
Ives in for the night. They did not complain of any shortage
d be collected to different centres, and should be buried very

g &
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It caused much annoyance to those who had done their best and suffered heavily to know that the-

public in England were being misled. .
The truth was bound to come out as the wounded reached England, and it 1

not the enemy who are deceived by such statements.

ement in order that the Commission may, if they wish, be able

shall be pleased to answer any questions, so far as I am

s the British public and

I have prepared the foregoing stat
to read it before I appear before them, and I
able, which the Commission may wish to put to me.

PART Iil.

STATEMENT BY R.A. OFFICER.

7.1.16 ; wounds roughly tied up ; carried 4 miles to field
er of officers and men were not taken in till the foll
very wet and cold, a large number must have suffered severely from exposure.
hers or more stretcher bearers.
3,000 wounded were lying

by a number of two-wheel stretc
Arrived at field hospital, which was in awful confusion. About 2,000 or
octors were working continuously dressing

about without blankets, tents or any attention. Several d
tinually arriving. No dressings could be changed as no more
bsolutely no arrangement

the undressed wounded that were con
dressings could be obtained. The hospital had little or no comforts and a
tching tents for the wounded. I, with heaps of others, had to stay out

had been made for feeding or pi
all night with no covering, not even a blanket.
re made for only 400 wounded, so you can

I was afterwards told that the medical arrangements we

imagine the state of affairs there. )
‘Absolutely no arrangements appear to have been made for taking wounded down stream—officers
and men hit on the 7th left Sheikh Saad on the 14th (dressings had been changed once during this period).
1 left on a “ P ” boat, which had discharged a cargo of mules, &c., on the 12th. We had no covering
on the barges and very little on the boat, and as it rained practically the whole of the five days to Amarah
the condition of all was appalling. Mere words cannot sufficiently describe the scenes on the boat, so
I will not attempt it, but must say that we had only one doctor on board to Amarah and he had
absolutely no medical stores, not even & bandage. No arrangements were made for cooking,and the
diet for all consisted of biscuits, bully and tea. These boats have no sanitary arrangements on board.
The greater part of the journey we were lying in about 4 inches of water.
After Amarah the conditions were much better. A representative of the Y.M.C.A. came on board,

also a doctor. All wounds were dressed there and much better feeding arrangements were made.

Hit 4.30 p.m., hospital ; was very lucky to
owing morning. Night
This could be remedied

be taken away as a great numb

FIRST STATEMENT BY LIEUT. WOOLEDGE.
In places dressings had to be

Wounded 7.1.16.  No first field dressings to majority of wounded.
500 wounded, with hardly any dressings of any sort to doit

cut in halves. Onedoctor to attend to about !
with. Many of the wounded died of loss of blood through want of attendance. Lay the whole night

in the open with no cover and only one blanket ; could have done with four. Very damp. Told the
next morning to embark on one of the “ P 7 boats. On the boats officers, soldiers and sepoys thrown
he bare boards. Some were put on the horse harges on the sides of

down in any position together on t
the boat. Came down to rain and no awning on barges to keep off wet.
Stretcher cases being in about 3 inches of water. A good many wounded died of nothing else but
down. There was only bully beef and biscuits to give to the wounded. When
M.C.A. came on board and gave us something to eat and drink
We left Amarah on the 9th and spent another

11th and were treated very well in the

exposure on the way
we arrived at Amarah a man of the Y
and a few other comforts, of which we were very thankful.
two days on the boat, and arrived in Basra on the night of the

hospital there.

'& 4Mm ———
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- SECOND STATEME

Wounded, Shiekh §

. aad, 7.1.16 ath L
up my wound, which wag t}, ’ P-m. and had to wait tj]] close on 6 p.m. for somebody to bandage
Was picked up and pl en done by one of P y g

. 4 Sepoys. Nod ithin mi i
: aced in g J my depoy ., o doctor within miles to offer any assistance.
about 2 miles to a place on the riavlpu{, cart with iron grid bottom and sides at about 7 p.m)f and taken
by the time I arrived at my destin::1 ank. The road was very rough and I was badly knoeked about
bare ground With no cover ¢ all 0;18- i\":l’ehen Larrived hundreds of wounded were lying out on the
i s b S T
in . 0 many.
with me lay the whole niah w‘;ti};ilé, and b§1ng close to the river it was very da}x’np. Many of the others
blood and exposure. T}fere was onl; :nf:ssmg at all and consequently a great number died from loss of
dressings and in places one q octor to attend to about 500 of us. Many had no first field

! ressing h .
dressings of any description, At " o to be cutin halves. The doctor here had nothing in the way of
100n on the 8th e were told to embark on one of the “ P ” boats.

The men who could walk wen
hrought on any way and anyhotw(,m 'I?n:air ;n‘:de thems_elves {airly comfortable, but the stretcher cases were
cases were thrown on to the |, are board ere only ahout two stretchers for the whole lot. The stretcher
and mules had been disembar).q ards, which were ip 5 very dirty state owing to the fact that horses

“ed and the place haq not been cleaned after. At about 2 p.m. we started

for Amara ; and on the way it came ¢ ;
. . ow! .
lying in 2 and 3 inches of v ter, which wans gl)i;zgluand fairly swamped the whole boat out. Some were

doctor, and he worked the whole da . 1p with horse dlung. On the boat there was only one
There were 10 sanit gay, very small quantity of fressing to do it with.
cases. This was bad LS;%’;TI‘?gtements exXCept for one hed-pan, w}?ich hag to do fosrl atl,)o?lt 200 stretcher
disgraceful the way they WZIE; tr: tog the harges at the sides of the boat in which were Sepoys it was
got 10 attendance at all, T al fe - It seemed as if they were just placed on the barges to die, they
barge to commit suicide by g Yoo saved one man who was frying to work his way to the side of the
had had 1o dressiné at all i’)ugggrl):ln% lélnghe r}ver.‘ He told me that he had been wounded on the 6th and
it had turned septia, The > ancionlooking at the wound, which was a very large one in the side,

NT BY LIEUT. WOOLEDGE.

* on the 11th we were placed in as not the only case, They died like fiies. When we arrived at Basra

] hospital there anq treated ver i
y well. - We left hundreds behind, and T
told the next lot that came down a few days later that they had been fre;tedue;arcetl; tlelel;lamz.n "

STATEMENT BY LIEUT. E. A. BURREL, 1/4'HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT.

The fol.lowmg account of the treatment of men wounded on J anuary 21st, 1916, near Orah Creek
_Mesopotamla,‘to the time .they reached Basra will seem to those who have no£ been’ with L.E.F. “D ”
in Mesopotamia and especially to those who have seen the up-to-date methods of evacuatine wounded
from the fighting line in France, almost incredible, but it is a perfectly true account of thines in which
T was personally engaged. o ”

The attack was launched against the Turkish position about half an hour before sunrise, the ground
over -WhICh our troops had to advance was flat desert, and the Turks could not be turned ’out of their
position, and in consequence our casualties were very heavy. :

_ About 9 a.m. it began to pour with rain and an icy wind sprang up ; the wind and rain lasted con-
tinuously until the following morning.

The wounded began to walk or crawl back to the field dressing station, which by
swrrounded by a crowd of wounded, drenched and shivering, S
setting out for the river steamers 2} miles down the Tigris ; then towards evening the crowd increased,
there were very few doctors and they complained that they were very short of medical stores and were
not able to get nearly enough Jaipur carts to send those unable to walk back to the boats.

The worst scene of all was the river steamer, the decks of which were like muddy countrv roads,
There was a canvas awning above the top deck, but the rain poured through in a continual stream+ on
the lower deck, near the boilers, there were two small stoves on which orderlies were trying to boil
kerosine tins of water to make tea.

The wounded had to be packed as closely as possible, absolutely touching one another like sardines
in a tin, those who could stand huddled round the boilers, and those few who could, congregated in the
stokehole. All through the night wounded were being brought in on stretchers, literally crying with
cold and stiffness, and at last every inch of space on the boat was taken up.

A few blankets, also soaking wet, were issued : there were not nearly enough to go round, so that
many were without a blanket at all, lying on the bare deck, and no more blankets could be obtained ;
there was no dry clothing at all, so that men had to remain in their wet and bloody clothes with no
chance of drying until the rain stopped. There were a few rations of harl biscuit and bully beef

issued, but not sufficient to go round, tea was brewed in kerosene tins, but the water took so long to boil
that it was many hours before everybody had had-some.

There was only one bed-bottle on the ship, so that many of those who could not walk were using
boots, and those who could not procure boots were compelled to do their business where they lay.

There were only two doctors on board and they worked like horses all that night, but early in the
morning medical stores ran out and they could do little,

! mid-day was
waiting to get their wounds dressed before
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All through the night men were crying out and complaining not of their wounds, but of the ¢old.

On the morning of January 22nd the rain stopped. .

When the boat reached Amara three days later the men on the top deck were still wet, but at last
got relief ; here several were taken off to hospital and the congestion was relieved. Surgeons and
orderlies came on board with medical stores, food, and blankets, and every man’s wounds were dressed,
and the journey was completed in comparative comfort, except that the wounded still had to lie with

only one blanket between them and the deck. )
At Basra their sufferings came to an end, the hospital seemed to be well fitted up.

STATEMENT BY LIEUT. D. S. WILKINSON, 5/1 BUFFS, CONCERNING MEDICAL
ARRANGEMENTS IN THE MESOPOTAMIAN EXPEDITION AFTER THE BATTLE OF

SHEIKH SAAD, JANUARY 61 TO 8TH. ‘

1. On the morning of Saturday, January 8th, there was not sufficient fuel at the temporary dressing
station on the river for purposes of boiling water or milk.

9. Neither were there sufficient blankets or even dressings. _

3. At the same semi-permanent hospital (field), further down the river and quite clo.se to the hoats,
dressings were extremely short, so short in fact that the medical authorities were asking wounded to
give up their field dressings. =

4. The only commodity of which there seemed to be an abundance was tents, though since there
were o few orderlies, these were so badly pitched as to be almost useless, as water ran under the flies
and soaked the floors of the tents. . .

5. The cooking arrangements were also a failure, the number of dixies and orderlies being far too
few.

6. After all the “ walking ” cases had been moved up to Sheikh Saad, I was given to understand by
one of the remaining doctors that there were left behind 1,500 (fifteen hundred) native cases and 500
(five hundred) British cases, of which a very large percentage were stretcher cases. For this number
there were precisely four doctors, a few orderlies, say 10, and one sweeper. The sweeper was, of course,
worked off his legs, but still there were wounded men unable to move, crying for the bottle or bed pan.
The result is obvious. Men who could crawl a little just crawled outside the tents and relieved nature
there, others to my knowledge used their boots and handkerchiefs and spare articles of clothing, until
the whole camp was turned into a human pigsty ! All this on top of the fact that men’s wounds were
not being dressed, apart from the first field dressings they had put on when first hit. '

7. When on board the river tugs, bound for Basra, the cooking arrangememts were a trifle better,
but for protection against the elements there were no arrangements at first. The rain water streamed
about the deck, and there was not sufficient orderlies to move the men to dry places, nor sufficient dry
places available. To my knowledge a man wounded in the legs and head, stripped himself naked, re-
marking he “ could keep himself drier naked ! .

8. The medical staff worked heroically and no blame can be placed upon them.

9. T was four days at the semi-permanent hospital, and as far as 1 know, the cases at Sheikh Saad
village itself were left even longer before they could go down stream and have proper attention.

10. Once arrived at Basra, however, we were all right, being placed on board a hospital ship, whose
medical staff were horrified at the condition that we were in and in which we had travelled. )

STATEMENT BY CAPTAIN PAGE ROBERTS, 1/4 HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT.

‘Want of hospital boats on the river.

On the boat on which I was sent down to Basra, there were not sufficient orderlies or sweepers,
and the men were constantly calling for them without any attention being paid to their calls.” There
were no proper latrines for the men, and one Indian soldier fell overboard and was drowned in consequence.
For two days hefore we were sent down to Basra, the boat was detained for ferrying troops across the
river with sick and wounded on board ; this went on both day and by night, consequently very little
sleep was possible.

Biscuit ration was issued, although bread was obtainable. On several of the boats wounded and
dysentery cases were lying side by side.

Tor a considerable time the 9th Brigade had no field ambulance. 1

The ambulances were so under-staffed that they were not even able to keep a list of wounded who

passed through their hands. This I was told by an R.A.M.C. officer, and also the regiment was unable
to trace the wounded for this reason. _

After Ctesiphon the supply of anwsthetics at the hospital in Amara was insufficient, and operations
for extracting bullets were performed in some cases without it. .

The wounded were sent often off without rations. One case where this occurred, a major n an
Indian regiment who was wounded in the hand, asked one of the S. and T. conductors to supply rations
for some wounded and dying officers, tea and tinned rations, &e., but the conductor pl‘(‘tt‘nded he had
not got any : as soon as a Rs.10 note was produced, however, he gave this officer as much as he wanted,

i e te—— T mmcomm— .
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