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MESOPOTAMIA COMMISSION.

STATEMENT BY BREVET-COLONEL S. H. CLIMO, C.B., D.S‘d.'.
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wounded remained till about noon 93rd November. We were then moved back about 1 mile and after
dark reached a point behind the “ High Wall.” Here we remained night of 23rd and 24th.
At 7 a.m. we started towards the ships, which were reached at 12 noon on the 24th November.
From 2 p.m., 22nd November, to 12 noon 24th November I obtained from the F.A. a few mouthfuls of
tinned milk twice, once at 5 p.m. on 99nd and again at 9 p-m. on 23rd, otherw!se 1 obtained no food or
treatment from the F.A.  The journey on the ships from Lajj to Amara occqpled from 25th November
to 5th December. My wounds were dressed on 27th November for the first time, the first field dressing

being then removed. .
8. Transport.—There were some 16 steamers capable of towing barges. Of these some six or seven

could not proceed above Kut on account of draught.
There were no hospital river steamers. .
The lack of river transports had the following results :—
(i) Overcrowding, which was especially trying in the hot weather an dundoubtedly caused sickness
and loss of efficiency. ,
(i) After a serious action river transports were used to evacuate wounded. Sooner or later this
withdrawal of transports from the fighting troops was bound to render the question of sub-
sisting the force a precarious one. Deprived of this, their only form of transport, the troops
must also be deprived of their liberty to manceuvre, as they can only carry food and ammu-
nition for a given period.
(iii) The absence of properly equipped hospital river steamers rendered the evacuation of wounded
a comfortless proceeding. The attention and comforts which are so essential in the early
stages of the wounded to ensure a speedy cure, were conspicuously wanting.

9. Supplies, d&c.—No wire-cutters were issued to the battalion under my command, though re-
peatedly indented for. At the Battle of Ctesiphon the men of the brigade had to break their way through
the barbed wire 40 vards from the hostile trenches as best they could.

The battalion under my command was equipped with the old-fashioned leather case for carriage of
machine-gun belts. The defects of this system were pointed out and a remedy asked for by the issue of
the latest pattern belt box, but without avail. The danger and defects of these leather cases are
undoubted ; in the present narrow trench system the leather case is useless. I was forced to get
boxes made up regimentally, as it was recognised that our guns were practically useless in the field if
fed from anything but the new pattern box.

10.. Potatoes were unobtain.ablg from June to November. Rations were otherwise satisfactory,
except in January, 1916, when biscuits and bully beef and tea were practically the only articles one could
depend on getting.

The biscuits made in Indian biscuit factories have, I should think, the minimum of sustaining power.
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