Telephone : VICTORIA 4066.
Mesopotamia Commission, 1
28, Abingdon Street, u
Westminster. ‘

CORRESPONDENGE
with
SURGEON-GENERAL MAC NEFRCE.
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L/3. May 15th., 1917,

Dear Surgeon-General Mac Neece,
When the Report of the

Commission is published you will be able to purchase a copy

in the ordinary way; I am afraid it is not permitted me

to supply you with a _copy.

With regard to "2" in your letter I canmnot recall
to my mind any papers you'yave submitted to us which should

be returned +to you, but if you know of any suchg perhaps

you will inform me and I will see. what can-be done.

Yours faithfully,

(sd) - R.G.Duff.
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Telephone : VICTORIA : 4066.

Mesopotamia Commission,
28, Abingdon Street,

Westminstep,

Iz- ‘v‘ 1917.

Dear Sir:-

I shall te much obliged if you will return
to me thé enclosed corrected proof of yhe evidence
whicﬂ you gave before the Mbsopotamia Commission,
with your signature duly appended at the foet, in

order that we may be assured that you approve and

are cognisent of the corrections which have been made.

I beg to remain;

Your Obedient Servant,

””“{'”“a%-
'5. bm(,é;.)\7‘
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Hemp Headquarters, Jndia,

MEDICAL BRANCH, \

Simle 16th 8 mbet916. "

From F“*
i |

TheDirector.

HYedical gervices 1in Indla. o

Surgeon-General J.G.MacNeece, CeBea

¢c/o war Ooffice, |
|

London.

Sir,
T have the honour 10 forward herewith foT your use,
in case Yyou should need them abt any time in connection with
- your notes =2t the L

Gé‘msion, o copies of
11ency the Commender-in-chief, neld |

the Mesopotaris
conference of His EXce

ghilst you were in Ind;'"'
. 1 have the nonour teo be,

Sir,

Your 0P edient gervant,

- ¥ajoT I.M.S., L

Medical gervices in Indie. |

for DirectoXs




. Room No.53, 2nd Floor,
= (A
) His Majesty's Works Office, !

King Charles Street,
S.W.

- f—‘\_/:‘ .~.J" - .
Dated,/f' December, 1916

I

Witnh reference ©O the telegram Sir Beauchamp Duff

arranged should be sent t0 India on your behalf

regarding tne address to which your papers had been

sent, Sir Beauchamp directs me to forward,fof your

jon a copy of the reply receivede

fo ¥

informat

¢

=

Macheece, CeBe

Surgeon General J.G.
c/® War Office,
SeWe

““““



Telephone : VICTORIA : 4066.
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Mesopotamia Commission,
28, Abingdon Street,
Westminster.

e ad

J/51
Marceh 7th 1917.

Dear Surgeon-General MacNeece,
In reply to your letter of the 3rd inst

I have to inform you that the Commission wish to hear
further.evidence from you on Tuesday next,the 13th
inst.at 2 p.m. in the Chairman of Committees' Private
Room at the House of Lords. a

The guestions which the Commissioners
will put to you will be solely directed to elucidating
whether, and if so when, the purport of your letter
of December 15th to Sir Percy Lake was communicated

to the Commander-in-Chief.

oo Soean,
R. G, E*Lﬁff
i bova gy

Surgeon-Genersgl MaclNeece,
¢/o A.D.M.S

Oaklands
Chelmsforg
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(2) That I asked Sir Percy Lak
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March 3rd, 1917.
¢/o A.D.M.S.
Oaklands.
Cheimsford.

From

Surgeon-General J.G. Macneecs.

To the

Secretary Mesopotan dgommission.
With reference to our conversation of yesterday,
Lake, I desirs to give

and the

authenticity of my letter to Sir Percy

evidence before the Commission.
(1) That there should be a record of its despgtich
"Reglstered" in D.M.S's Toyr despatch

from

Govt. House Bombay as

book, Medl. Branch ArmyAHead Quartérs India. A/cable could

ascertain this.

(2) That I asked Sir Percy Lake iIf he had received it,

and shewn it to the ( *V C. at first conference held after

my return to Delhi. ?ﬁs reply was that he had, but had only

mentioned to the c. 1. C.

I confess to being surprised and when it came to

steamers;

my turn to speak on medical matters, I told the ¢. in. C. of

this letter, saying T understood Sir Percy Lake had not had

time to go into 1bs contents fully with

to the C. in. C. what I had seen on the Hospital Ships, and

heard of the sufferi o: the sick, on thls way down river

from Ctesiphon to Baargv

%@%&ve the honour to be, 8ir,.
Your obedient servant,

(sd) J.G. Macneece.

. -

the urgent question of hospital river

him, and then detailed

bﬂum P‘Q
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J/61

L

| Mareh Tth 1919. ?

Dear Surgeon-Genersl Haclicece,

In reply to your letter of the drd inst
I have to inform you that the Commission wish to hear
fur ther evidence from you on Tuesday next,the 13th
inst.at 2 p.m. in the Chairmsn of Committees' Private
Room at the House of Lords. -

The questions whieh the Commissioners
will put to you will be solely directed to elucidating
whether, and 4f so when, the purpomt of your letter

v 4
of December 15th to Sir Perey Lake was communicated ’
to the Commander-in-Chief. ,7

Surgeon~-General HseHeece.
¢/o A.D.H.S |

Oeklands
Chelmsford

eei————oa s
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B/46

17.1,1917,

Dear Sir:e k
I must apologise to you for my negleot of you
this morning, but I had a 1ot of work to do with General
Aylmer, who was waiting in ny room for me.

lir.Tuff has asked me to sey that he will geo
earefully through sll the papers you have left, and I
will let you mow the regult as

80on as he has examined
them, and will return you the pink book as you desire.

1 beg to remein,

Your obedient Servant,

Assistant Secretary

durgeon-General Maclieece

¢/o Eestern Comuand Heedquarters
50 Pall Mall
London,
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17,1.1917%.
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Dear Surgeon-General lscNeecs,

. 1 have raa.a mmgh ‘the papers which you'
left here tw-&ny: I think they are g1l very interesting '

end pertinent to‘your evidence, and I propose to inalude’
them a1l with the exveption of §o.§, whish I &m returning
%o you. mﬂza wn gapeaiauy msiat on the inelusion of
this letter. it does not seem to me to be of gufficient -
importance %o bring hefore the dotice ¢f the Commission.
I em also retming to you 2 letters from
Surgeon-General Hethaway, marked Ho.7, but which do mo%

correspond with your note Ho.7 in your letter to me, which
is as follows:~

"Ho(7)

Reference to demands for Hedical Officers and Gen.
Hoepitals.

Questions 6908,6914-6952."

I think
Surgeon General laclecce

¢/o Esstern Command Headguarters
50 Pall Mall .
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I think, however, it would be as well to inelude these
letters from SurgeonsGeneral Hathaway, and also (and this . |
is one of the purports of my letter) any further letters

or reports from Genmeral Hathsway, whi¢h you may have in--
your posdession indieating, in view cf what we now kﬂow,
his Tather optimistie view-of the medical situation: ©
perhaps you would kindly sce 1f you have any sueh in yonr
eollection, and send or prmg ‘them to me, together with-. .

this Fo.7 which I sm returnimg to Jome .- =+ . 1 [ s
. WB mt&mu‘ﬂ - : —
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/Let%er No.R.8~321, dated 3ist October, 1915 Diary No.28215 [
? .

/ s p
(Received in War Section on 22nd November 1915) )(\/ 3% 3
From. The Deputy Director of Medical Services, I.E.F up A
Tq. The Director, Medical Services in India:

(Through Chief of the General Staff) é

¢
I have the honour to forward the attgped réport in accor-

dance with paragraph 3, Chapter II, Medical Manual, War, India,

}915, and in continuation of my R.8=230, dated 4th September 1915,

30th October- 1915.

Tre health of the Force has somewhat improved simee my )
last letter. ‘Malaria did not assume those proportions which it |
was reasonably expected it might, .and in all the occupied areas
mosguitoes have been successfully.suppressed.

"Dysentry" of a mild type per51sts in the Force. most

marked in the areas occupied by the advanced troops, where the

dust driven by aimore 0T less continual high wind is undoubtedly ZI
the main' cause for this form of enteritis. The sudden vatiation /1
of ‘the temperature between day-and night is a contributory cause, /

and means ‘have now been-taken to mitigate this as far as possible i
by issue of extra blankets, cholera. belts, etc.

The: following statement shows the number of sick and
wounded in hospitals for. the week ending 16th October ( the last

return available )i=

Total Admissions| T Admiss- | Invalided
excluding Discharged Remaining to
transfers to TIncrease|India.
Ranks. Deaths| - duty sick |wounded or decr=
Sick Wounded ) ease : on
previous
eeXa _k
British v \
Officers 12 s 2 10 17 31 1 caw L
itish
ngkl& file| 148 s 5 133 avi | 149 24 e
nndia-n .S
officers 3 6 PP 1 10 22 1 .
India R
rgnk g filg 2032 73 5 160 802 | 523 62 S0
FolloweTs 113 2 v - 142 421 15 -31 60
Total 508 81 15 446 1,711 738 57 150

t received from Nos.l & 2 Field Ambulances, A,B & E Sections,

Figures no No.C.C. Hospital.

No.4 Field Ambulance and C & D Sections,

e 7
\;,..".W -
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Compareg with l%& month!

s figures thiyz are more or:less 39 A
const . i
stant, The point i8,.there has been no increase in malaria.
2. i i
The . ¥ 6th Division have lately been engaged in heavy é

©perations resulting in the capture: of Kut-al=Amarah and the

occuptaion of Aziziyeh some 45 miles fram Baghdad:.

Appended ig g list of the casualties during operations” which

took place between the 26th and 28th September (-3 days).

Killed Wounded .
British officers:teinraa 4 oas 39 )
Indian officers esrie: 53 1o 2% 27
British ranks calinge Lo LK ag. 256
Indian ranks e C5r e 791

British missing .. 9 Indian missing .. 26
Total casualties® ... 1,243 Y

The outstanding feature -of -these -casualties is the small :
proportion of killed to wounded; the ‘chief ‘reason of this ‘be'ing '/
Probably due to the enemy's shells bursting too high in the air,
the conformation of the ground and ‘the ‘open fighting.
3. On the 28th ad 29th September I. inspected at Amarahs ' 'The
Bengal Stationary Hospital was in a~building ‘admirably adapted for
a hospitale There ds:an operating room and ‘an X=ray room. A
B;%eriological Laboratory ds din+process .of construction.’ + Much
g00od work has been done by this hospital, ‘and it was ‘prepared to
receive wounded from the operations: proceeding in the vicinity
of Kut,

Other medical units at Amarah are 1} Section, B.G.Hospital
and 1 Section I.G.Hospital, and an Advanced Depot of Medical
Stores.

There is a civil dispensary superintended by an Indian
Medical Serviee Officer. This hospital is very popular and is
doing a lot of good work among the local irnhabitants who appreciate

the benefit to be obtaimed from Western medieine.

ttalion, is
The 1st-4th Hants Regiment, a Territorial Ba . N

guartered here. Their health is greatly imptroved, special attention

being paid to their clothing, housing and feeding.

s
e "V’W’ L )
e — y
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T
he sanitation of the town is carefully looked after and '33’
incineration is in general use and soakage pits also, which latter

work , i
well here compared with Qurnah and Basrah, where considerable 45;‘

difficulties were met with due to the very high sub-soil water.

4. Early in October it was decided to move my ‘office up to

Am - 2 2 s
arah While it was in transit, the; Army Commander established

his Headguarters at Kut-al=-Amarah and directed my Headquarters also

to be there. I arrived Kut evening of 18th October, the office

arrived morning of 20th.October. : :
5. Inspection of Kut. I .ordered up here one section Indian and %
section British General Hospital to take over the sick of No.l

Field Ambulance, so as to permit 4t to rejoin the 6th Division at

once.
Huts are being now built for the General Hospitals, and a Zi
Convalescent Depot has also been-established here. /
No.9 Advanced Medical Store Depot has now established itself '/
at Kut.

The troops are in camp and special efforts are being ‘made under
an authorised sanitary officer to administer ‘the ‘sanitation of the
Camp Areas The sanitation of the town -of: Kut was at ‘once taken ‘in
hand and is being organized by my Deputy Assistant Director of
Medical Services in consultatiqn.with the:Military Governor.
6. Outbreak of beri=beri. On arrival-at Kut I was informed of an
outbreak of beri-beri among the. British troops of the 6th Division at
Aziziyeh. 27 cases were brought down to-the General Hospital-at
Kut, which I personally inspected in-conjunction with Major Anderson
and Major Cook Young, I.M.Se. I found the majority to be slight cases,
already yielding to proper dieting. The serious cases were at once
gent on to Basrah.

As the cases were all occurring at Aziziyeh where the 6th Division

were in camp, I proceeded there. on morning of Z#th October to enquire

into the prevalence off the disease on the spote

I attach report of that inspection herewith.

| - P e o
771 I ‘
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’ Inspection notes on Aziziyeh by the Deputy Director of (3(0 %i
Medical Services, I.E.F. "DV, A
Left Kut=al=-Amarah on the "Blosse Lynch"at 6 a.m.,October 45;
24th. Arrived Aziziyeh 9-30 a.m.,October 26th. P )

The object in view was mainly to investigate an outbreak of

beri-beri = occurring trincipall§ among the men .of the N

orfolk
Regiment.

i. No.106 Field Ambulance.

There are here at present 41 cases

of beri-beri under observation. They are all from the Norfolk )

Regiment. Most of these cases-are Very glight indeed, and it is

likely theyiwill recover locally. It seems perfectly clear that

the large incidence of cases ‘in this one regiment is due to. prolonged

1ack of fresh food, due to being pent up in ships fér several days
on end during Sertember. This condition of affairs - inevitable as
it was = occurring among men already weakened by malaria = the hard- L
ships of a Hhard hot weather campaign, has resulted in the present i/
outbreak of beri=beri; Tree and- full:rations of fresh meat, fresh

vegetables especially, and countrﬁrice is emphasised. The country

rice wasespecially rec¢ommended as the nutritious principle is mainly g
bofne in the pericarp, and it-was advised that this rice made up
with stews of vegetables and ‘fruits.as dates, be freely issued.
2. No.2 Field Ambulance.s Here there were two cases guspicious
of beri=beri, one from the Dorset Regiment,-one from the Field
Artillery, the latter case had rather severe cardiac aymptoms. Itb
was ﬁoted here, as elsewhere, the food gupplies were.ample, good and
véZed, the only complaint peing ‘the lack of vegetables, and this is
A

being gpeedily rectified. &

o) The Norfolk Regiment. The kitchens and cooking arrangements were

specially inspecteds.  The sooking has: to:be.done 1n & strong wind and

a large amount of fuel is used uP. However there is no lack of fuel,

e .
and units may have a8 much as they require as tnfe is no hzrd and fast

issue Each unit cutting and collecting for itself all the wood it
requires The diet was discussed with the officer Commanding and
the Quartnrmaster. It is full and complete. Fresh meat is to be had

in sbundance and now fresh vegetables &re peginning to be available,

y 22
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5.

a')?
fthnro 18 no ground for he corplaint as to the food supply. The s

importance was pointed out here = as indeed to all units = of

& :

Plenty of vegetable stews and rice = the country form well washed ’(f;
and cooked.
The men were all inspected and showed signs of hard
campaigning. It was noted several were not guite fit for real
hard work. It wae estimated the regiment could not turn out more
than 400 fighting strength at present.
4. The Oxford and Bucks Regiment. Here the kitchens, etc.,
were inspected as in the cae of the Norfolk Regiment and the same

matters discussed and recommendations made.

The men were inspected = and found in very fat condition.
The fittest of the three British Infantry regiments here. Two
mild cases = suspicious of beri-beri - were found in the ranks and
sent to "hospital. -
8. "r " The Dorset Regiment. The same remarks as applied to the

two other regiments regarding cooking and food applies to this

regiment.
The men were inspected and though considerably under strength,

x were found remarkably fit. ~ There was no unfit man in the ranks.

This regiment has much improvéd in phyaicél efficiency since I last 1"

saw (it ‘at ‘Amarah. |
6. “The “‘Artillery were‘alédmiﬁsfebtéa, iﬁcluding the 63rd Battery,
76th Battery and 88nd ané?ﬁowitzer Battery. Men of all these units
were remarkably Tit = there is very little sickness among them,

except the 82nd Battery where there are 4 suspicioug cases of sliggth

beri-beri.
7 The 103rd Mahratta Light Infantryewere specially inspected as

f;t June in Amarah; when inspected there, they were in a very low

state from malaria. They are now very fit and well = an entirely

different regiment to what they were in June, and it is clear a great

deal of trouble has been taken by the Medical Officer, Major Murphy,

I.¥.S.; to obtain this end.

8. The question of supplies waé discussed with the Assistant

Director of Supplies and Transport, 6th Division. A fairly consistent
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8 gbly of fresh vegetables = pumpkin, beans spinnuh and parsnips =

can be practically assured from Byhailah = 48 bags arrived A

yesterday in the "Blosse Bynch" and all ships are instructed to

call at this place on the way up to Aziziyeh to take vegetables on fézm

board. An agent has been sent there by the Assistant Director

of Supply and Trasport to; see to the supply. In addition donkey

boys are bringing vegetables from Byhailah and would do very much

more if the.country between were not hostile. Small amounts of
getables are also™ ‘available locally - yth1ng from 150 = 300 1bs,

put this supply .cannot be" depended on. Potgoes and onions from

India are érriving = they are on the way up from Basrahjnowe.

" ‘Fresh meat,ﬂw The suprly is abundant and no chance of there‘

' 5
Joeing ay shortage. . The quality is excellent.

" Regarding the country rice the As51stant Directof‘B%'Subply
and Transport-is ‘to look ipﬁp,ths‘matter and have it issued to the
British troops.‘ ‘To‘sum there is now plenty of everything in
Aziziyeh. Fuel, for. cooking the food being abundant and as much

avalable as is wanted.

9. General. The water supply is generally excellent. It is

all chlorlnated'and‘pronounced very goode
‘g The dust in, the camp 1is appalling and continues all daye.
It is undoubtedly the cause Oof the considerable number of Wintestinal®

cases occurringe. There are sharp attacks of diarrhoea lasting two

or three days. The sharp cold here at night now must contribute
to such outbreaks, but now the second blanket has been ijssued and
this with the overcois and in most cases coats warmhéritish also,
chills will pe obviatede. Further, cholera pelts have been issued

to all the dmes British troops here lately.
Flies are & plague nere and 1ittle can be done on this

extensive fouled area to prevent them. Ineineration is proceeding

as welyﬁnd and as far 2s the materials are available for erscting

incinerators. The supply of iron bars for rsuch and tin cans for

latrine purposes is not gufficient, but the deficiency is being

gradually overcome .

--——-——-—-—-
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28.11.1916

Dear Sir:-

With reference to your letter re Travelling snd
_Subsistence aliowancesé.xonx}»laim was duly forwarded to the
Treasury on Novembexr lst.-and I heard from them agein on
. the 16%th with regard to your Subsisterce allowance, the
amount o# which they queried: I heve sinee settled that point
with them, snd very.mmech-regret to hear that they hﬁva not
k forwardea you the- remittanaa ‘and I will draw the attention
©f the right suthorities” ta yﬁux claim.
I beg to’remain,

. Youxr obediént Servant,

.Y
F LA, ol il

‘ Assistent Secretary
Surgeon-General liclcece

. ‘Roysl Hotel
.. HORWICK
P
2leq
“ L ] ’
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Mhone: VICTORIA: 4066.
A Mesopotamia Ccommilssion,

. 28, Abingdon Street,
E/27 + Abing
Westminster.

November 1st,1916.

Dear Surgeon-General MacNeece

1 should be glad if you could 1et me have & COPY

of the order from the Secretary of State to Governmenb of Z)

India, advising greq#economy, which you referred to in

your Statement?

Yours faithfully,

Surgeon-General Wacleece

st .Ermin's Hotel

st.James' Park
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October 26th 1916

DearsSir:-

In reply to your letter af the 25%5 1n§t. re your Note

on the Vincent-Bingley Report, it will be eventually embodied

88 an Appendix to the evidence given before the .Compission,;
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Dear Surgeon~General MacNeece,
Plesse see enclosed copy a& letter from Hathaway,
s the Commission vi.:u.

and my reply to him. In the circumstiance
a&diuon w

allow you to meke an
}@ .

if you desire, be willing to
the points referre

a!‘,

your evidence covering
General Hathevway's letter.
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