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| 'Ir view of ynur meering with President Busn on Frdav, I thought
)Jﬁ-— e " vou might wish to know where | stand ar. -he questicn uf a-".'-erhcr a
fugther decision of the Security Council s legalv required in order tc
auttorise the use of force against Iraq,

|Since we spoke on 14 January, when | passec ¥ou & note sn'fi".__!
OUT my provisional views, | have had the benefit of a discussior. wi
31: Jeremy Greenstock. That meeting was extremely useful it was in
adt the rr‘- nume that the arguments ir support of the cass thar there
F/"’L F",-c 1% ng reed Tr a further Council decision had besn PuUi fo me in detai)
| gas also able to cbrain valuable beckground ilvformation on tae
fustory of tie negotiarions of resolaticn (44.. Sir Jeremy made some
wnportars soints, which [ have considersd :';rr[_J Y. [ am prepannsg &
mare detaled note of adviee which will set out my conclusions ir

;ﬁ_) relalion 1o these Arguments

/ L !] nave also indicated to Sir David Manning that [ would welcome
T.."L"' oppariunity, of arrangements can be made in time, to hear the
w:ﬁ!-'s ol iy UG cnumr]:-a' 5 on the interprezation of resoluton 1441,
¢ & oot convineed that this will make any u:llI’I'erEm:L Lo my view, b |
T’"Ta_.r ready to hear any argumencs.

4 You should be aware that, notwithstanding the addidcra)

arguoiienis pul 0 e since our last discussion, | remain of the view

) that the correct legal interpretation of resolution 1441 1s thalir M:__
,{b‘b not autherise the use ""‘rL ary force mth-:-J' a | :r zher deserminat:

Jr ‘m ke Securnity Cnu-m . Pursaant to paragraph o2 of e “EE—G[L‘]«.-..,

w g e £ :
A that iraq’s conducl indicates that 11 has ‘ailed 0 take the final

jj-"“ = appartunity granted by the l..m.-"v:ll L recognise that arguments can
_;-"L-'- bz made te su.,Eu" the xm-.f thal paragraph 12 of thz resstuton

\ nqrew ré 5 Lres; C.':unm SEJ.].ES_{m rataer 'F;u* a fur r:r-:- d:rcm a.

=r decision i3 r'-qmrr_'l:l

5 1 have ne: copled s minute further
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The Rt Hon the Lord Goldsmith QC
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