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MESOPOTAMIA COMMISSION.

STATEMENT BY A.

£

P. CHALKLEY, ESQ.

L1 wes at Basra from carly in June until the beginning
of August this year, as Engincer-in-Charge of Red Cross
Motor Ambulases Launches, and also in making arrange-
ments for the reconatruction of u 1506 river hospital
whip, built by the British Red Crow Bociety and Order of
8t, John, 1 did not go more than ten miles above Basra,
and I visited Mohammersh and Absdan,

Jueseription of Porl.

2, At Bawrs the river Shatt-el Arab is half a mwile wide,
and the town i built practically wholly on the right bank,
This in, however, not the real city of Basra, which s
2 milen up one of the rroeks,

Mowt of the buildings, solatively few of which are of a
permanent nature, sre along the banks of the river, or
up the coela. There are about hall s dozen of these
creeks cxtending right along, sl between the Lwo largest
eresks is the village of Anhar.  The hospitals nre erected
alomy the river batsks, of on the sides of the croeks, and at
Baera, or in the viclnity, there are 8 or 10 hospitals,
These are mostly singhestoried stroctures, although part
of the British General Hospital bs a permanent building,
formerly s reaidener,

At Basra the river ls docp enough  for  ovonn-golng
whenemers drawing 20 feet bo anchor, it they all snchor
i the middbe of the river,  There is a bar st the month of
the river, which is 60 miles from Pasra, and steamers of
2 feet deauyght bave to wait for the tide before getting
wver thia bar, There is another bar at Mohampiorah,

Presumatdy owing to the ditfieultion of unlonding, there
wee always numerots ahips b the river at Baera, the line
gonerally extending from shout 2 miles boelow Dasta Lo
abotit 2 mlles above, Aot 4 mibles above Basta s
Magil, where s Jarge proportion of the store, &e, an™
fuadodd, apdd this ks the ctarting poiut for e rives stes o
gotng up to the front There ds no room st Hases for
whores, Koo, as practicdly all the svailabde grosod s

auotgied by hospitale,

Priwcharge aof Cargo.

B There soe ro landing stages o fusys 8 Baars for
thay diserge of cargn, where oosiogring slips can come
alongwive, abthough Vhess ey be one oow el Magil
Bk therefors dcimrae i the river, ot lval vessels
(hnown e piabelns: v hmeges, s Uee dsribute U
ety o take i ap the Bver Some of the veean goitg
whips repain n eogmishers Sle G, pooaonntdy owing Ve the
diffeulty b wndosding, wed sonie discharge pust af their
enryger ot Mhadsn, and then peosesd wp 1o Baars o an
Bowel the pud

Thomse vsdibn cneey s b T boms, wnd Jave 10 e sowed,
slthongh some of thesn ow sl up bl thin be o very show
prreswarding

There in w onrtain nunber of motor lighters on the river,
Bt they stiflor from Bwving no rest wepie yael

(0 483

Transport of Slores, de¢,, up-river from Basra.

4. There are ahout 50 river steamers ai present in
wervice of various types, but this number does not seem
to be nearly sufficient for the purpose,  The journey up 10
the front by means of these bouts occupies a week or more.

Au showing the lack of transport, it may be mentioned
that the Red Cross Bociety found it very difficult to ged
any of their stores taken up from Basra to Amara.

Ttepairs Facilities,

5, There is a repair yard for steamers only at Basra,
with a shop equipped with a few tools, but apparently not
stifficient for all the work in hand, particularly as there was
# great deal of sickness among the skilled workmen during
the hot weather.  In view of the increase in the number of d
river steamers in the future, & new repair yard soems quige o
emential, also a slipway or dock where ship repains can L
b earried out. A dock has been partly dug out at the
dockyard, but when | was at Basrah work had been stopped.

There is a smaller dockyard for motor hoat repairs, but
In this there aro absolutely no maching tools, snd any
repairs on motor boats which necessitate the smallest
amount of machiniog have to be sent to the larger dock-

wrd, where they are invariably delsyed. The motor

wal doskyard bs situnted on Ashar ereek, which is lisble
todry upin the hat weather, and it would bave boen much
better to build it on the river front with very good repair
shops, equipped with proper tools.  Motor boats are
important st Basra, and with a wellfitted docky
andh eopair shop, intended only for motor craft, much good
work coubd be carried out, and, mareover, all the necessary
repsire on e snutor lighters could be affected, this now
bieing dote o the apposite baak of the river, wher there
are practivally no facilities st all.

The Teunapirt of the Sick and Weowndnd,

B Al the sick and wounded are brought down from
the front by boat There are four lospits? ships i the
rver, bt apparently ouly one, the " Sikdim,” was ot all
fn pegulas sorvice, owing to frequent breakdowns of the
ethaie The reealt is that during the hot westher it is
eutitnated alomt 80 per cont. of the sick and wonnded
have to be beought down the viver ou river tugs, or barges
attached to thuee tigs.  The journey wocupies three days
andd pights, of mope. na the Doats slways tie np o1 night,
wind there i obvionsy very little spocial » daticon
for eithor wiek or wounded men on these eraft.  In wy

ginion more hospital fiver vossels s required ey
ugoiitly. :

B poveer boats unlosd the men ot & jetly opposte the
British General Hospital No. 3, and they are distrilated to
the vmrmms hospitade at Basrn. When o hospital ship
wtmmes 1o Trom Bombay 1o take the wick and wounded haok
ter biadin, thin shop menrs alomgeeide the jotty, and the men
wge londod on fo & dieect from the benk. As coveral of




¥, and up the narrow

cessary for bringing
his Purpose the motor ambulance
leties are employed.
only ones uged for the purpose,
a steam tug supplied by the medical
Service which g also utilised.

Pat; to be fmquontl_v moved from hospital to
Basra, and there jg continual movement,

> Ot only of the sick and Wwounded, but also for

Carrying the hospita) stores, &c., g0 that ambulance craft
are very essential,  Ag showing the necessity for thege
boats, it may bhe mentioned that one of the Red Crogg
Aml)ulﬂncc Launcheg carried 15,000 men between January
and June, 1916, }

besides several hundred tons of stores.
In some Instances, o,
oats |

ing to urgency Red Cross Ambulance

_ ave carrjeq cholera Patients, although usually

;nfectm aced in mahelas, ang towed by motor
Doats,

Necessy ry

US cases arg pl

Lacl: of Roads,

7. There are Practically nq roads that can be used for
vehicular traffic, anq Particularly for motor cars, at
°nce  near]y ‘g

Communication g by water,
IS no doubt, thyy far Jarger numbers of motor
0ats would be of &reat value, not on)y

¥ in connection with
use.  For instance,
ts running oontinumlsly from one
her, calling at all the small boat
» would be of much use ip facilitating

end of ASTa to anot
Ianding stations

g

[ 2]

[1::

ent

ven when on urgent

f officers and men, who, ev 'Hllocal  bellums,’

e Oto rely mainly on s.lo“.qentiu] that proper

business, limwtich Y vace it ldsc.\“‘hﬂit it proper

y the natives. ) e, .

pole(_l b}ﬁtci]cities should be prmf(:(j for all purposes Wm;

Basra lll number of motor boats than 60 per cent.. o

anml It~m blout 75, but little mom.l 1\“ the same time,

plmb";d‘ul?l be reckoned on for service

S ) )
xtnlxii c;11z\n’\' of them were unreliable.

Red Cross Hospital Ship.

S er of St. John

8. The British Red Cross Society 9"‘1],1(? l;gr bringing the
have constructed a hospital ship, Smtat to Basra, and this
sick and wounded down from the fmhn >neceﬁsﬂl'y medlci}l_
ship is properly equipped l‘:ltll all t] es l)ee;I bult, in thlsl
appliances and accommodation. It 11(11 for it to be re-
country, and arrangements were ma ;3 "Basra) by a
erected at Mohammerah (18 miles below cessary Tabour
Bombay firm, who would supply all the ne‘nxtq i d been
and tools from Bombay. After :lnaqgerllllt) (ioll refused
completed, however, the War Omm in \? hammerah,
Ppermission for the work to be carried out ntda [0 "
and gave instructions that the boat shoul_ be ower.
at Bombay, and sent up to Basra under its own ]:1 od
At a later date the War Office reversed this de?lslgo l‘)ab!y
gave the necessary permission ; but it is now hp e
too late to make the Preparations for the works op ,to b(;
at Mohammerah, so that the boat will no doubt have

H T
rebuilt at Bombay, and sent up to the Persian Gulf unde
its own power. '
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