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installation at Abadan, which is the

3. T was also greatly affected by the imminent risk to the oil inst « da
outlet for the Oil Company’s concession leased from the Persian Gulf, in which the BI‘It]Sh. Govgmment
had secured the controlling interest for the benefit of the Admiralty. Of these two considerations the
first was obviously the more important. I wrote privately to TLord Hardinge on 9th October, 1914, as
follows : “ Of the various objects to be attained by sending a force up the Gulf I have always regarded the
moral effect on the Arab Chiefs as the primary, and the protection of the oil stores as the secondary.
Tt is not as though the Navy absolutely depended on these last, when the order of importance might
be reversed ; and if the oil supply cannot be safeguarded without irritating Turkey’s not unreasonable
sentiments, they must take their chance of losing this particular source for the moment.”

4. Accordingly a Brigade started for Bahrein on the 16th of October. The (Government of India
would have preferred to wait until we were actually at war with Turkey, from a feeling that this action
might precipitate hostilities, and in order to maintain a correct international position as regards the
Shatt-el-Arab. However, on the 5th of November war was declared ; the expedition reached Abadan
on the Tth, and after some sharp fighting on the 17th, Basra was occupied on the 22nd.
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it secured the two objects of maintaining the credit of the British name with the Arabs and of ensuring
the safety of the oil station at ‘Abadan. It was impossible, however, not to consider whether, to make
this success permanent, some further advance, at any rate within the limits of the Basra Vilayet, would
not be required. On the 25th of November the Viceroy telegraphed privately that Sir Percy Cox and Sir
‘Arthur Barrett, at Basra, had been studying the topography of a possible advance to Bughdhd; Sir Percy
himself expressing the opinion that such a step could not well be avoided. On the 26th I wrote ])1'i\'ﬂlit‘l;'
to Lord ‘Hardinge . “ We are beginuning to consider carefully what further steps, if any, the Persian Gulf
Expedition can usefully take. In the absence of extensive power to reinforce we must not cut more cake
than we can eat; the main necessity is to show the Arab world that we are in control and that we cannot
be stirred by attack. This surely is more important than a continued advance, though some progress
may be possible, especially with the object of safeguarding Persia from Turkish invasion.” And on the
27th I sent a telegram, No. 1418, not authorizing the advance to Baghdad, but sanctioning a move o%
Kurna with such force as might be necessary. T added that at present we could not do more than assert
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it prudent to oxamine the possibilities of such an advance should it ever become feasible. In the course
of April the position of the pipe line still caused some anxiety, and General Nixon asked for another
cavalry brigade, including a British regiment.  On the 24th of April, I telegraphed (No. 1812) that

General Nixon must understand ** the Government will not sanction, at this moment, any advance bey
the present theatre of operations. . . - If after smashing enemy in Karan direction it is possible to

advance to Amara with view to establishing an outpost which will control tribesmen between there
Karun and so contribute to security of pipe line. I <hould be prepared to accept such a proposal, provided
it is supported by you : but I deprecate any plan invelving un nd possible demands for
reinforcements. Strategically our present position is a sound one and at present we cznnot afford to
take risks by unduly extending it. We must play a safe game in Mesopotamia.”
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the approach of summer in what is understood to be the hottest country in the world, seemed to de]manai
at any rate the postponement of operations in which a certain number of Furopeans would be employed.

. And although up to this time no complaints had reached us regarding the transport or the medical serv(tice,
I was aware that already a heavy strain was placed on the resources of the former, and therefore dreaded
any extension of the lines of communication. Nor was I unaware—as is apparent from my telegram,
No. 1812, of the 24th of April—that the arrival in Mesopotamia of a new corps co_mmgnder and fi milw
divisional commander, each of whom enjoyed a reputation for activity, must inevitably make }tl °
advantages of an advance appear more prominent than they might have to suc_h a Geeneral as Sir r‘t ur
Barrett who, while fulfilling his duties to my complete satisfaction, and showing IlO.WaIlt.Of necessary
energy, evidently belonged to the cautious order of commanders. As a further consideration 1 did not
feel sure that the Government of India and their Military advisers fully appreciated the inability of the
War Office further to reinforce the Mesopotamian Army ; while it was still more likely that the Generals
on the post were not only unaware of this, but also may have supposed that India, at a pinch, m}ght further
assist them. T desire to make it clear, however, that I accept the fullest personal responsibility for the
advance to Amara, and T have no doubt that were the circumstances to be repeéated I should again act
as T then did. It was, in the main, a decision on military grounds, and I have always strongly held that
a taste for amateur strategy is the most dangerous that a Minister can acquire. So I accepted the local
view, and it may fairly be argued that had His Majesty’s Government declined to do so, the recent Tur'kxsh
attack on Persia might easily have been precipitated at a period when it would have been infinitely
more dangerous to the Allies.

10. On the 27th of May I handed over the charge of the India Office to Mr. Chamberlain, and I observe
that, while confirming the instructions for a modified advance along the 'Figris, he explicitly limited it to
the occupation of Amara, on the ground that this was as much as the fprce was sufficient to undertake.
General Townshend’s brilliant occupation of Amara took place on the 3rd of June, thus closing a further
chapter in the history of the expedition. v

8

11. At-this point my individual responsibility for the Mesopotpﬁlian operations was closed, although
my share in it as a member of the Government, with gome special knowledge of the facts and conditions,
naturally continued. For the next two months, however, I was in charge of the Foreign Office in the
absence of Sir Edward Grey, who was unable to attend to any business, and I consequently did not, at
the time, follow as closely as I otherwise might the ensuing military operations. Speaking generally,
however, I can say that a study of the papers gives me 1o reason to suppose that had I remained at
the India Office, I should have recommended the Cabinet-to’sanction a different course from that which
my successor advised them to adopt. . ] "

September 8th, 1916.
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