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Can vou put it in,

A I will try. I think I have it. But everybody knowsj 1t would be

in the records. It came out about the month of June. Everybody

thi
got it, because all the Ambulance Commanders discussed the thirg

T
There were complaings about the amount of drugs, and calls fo

i That
further economies, and we really had nothing at the time. !

} e
was ante-dated perhaps a fortnight or & week before that pime,

but we got it when we had nothing of any practical use.

?
~  ADMIRAL SIR @YPRIAN BRIDGEPas that economy pecuniary economy

A I think at the bottom it was a pecuniary economy. E

$573  SIR ARCHIBALD WILLIAMSON: Colonel Hare seems to have been your

superior officer during the whole period you were there?

Not after the retreat from Ctesiphon. I gave very sketchy

e
a>

evidence about Ctesiphon, because everybody knows about it,

But ¥ stopped for six months longer in the country. I lefton
the 23rd of March of this year.

0 Had the conditions materially improved.

e O L B BT S el B

No, I am afraid they had not.

>

0 Colonel Hare was the AD.M.,S, to whom you referred throughout

your evidence. 4

A Yes,
Is mwe+ that the gentleman who gave you four contradictory

D

orders in five minutes,.
A That is the very gentleman.
'y 0 And who appears to have no influence with any department. X
A Yes, that is the very identical gentleman,
O The representations made by you seem to have been blocked when

they got to the A,D,M,S,; they would seem haye pot no further
- B A

A Some of them did. For instance, after the—é&iéﬁr%m¢t15=6¥=E&t

I myself told Surgeon-General Hathaway of these voluminous
orders and the condition of affairs, and pointed out the contra=~ |

)

dictory orders, and how impossible it was to do anything, and \
he asked me to send him a copy of all the orders, and he asked

on, the, me .
me to show himgthe positions held by the Field Ambulanees in

149 |




|
|

g

e

&5

¢

o

action, and I did so, After a few days I got that correspandence
back, and & note from the D,A,D,M,S,, Captain Hamilton, saying
he did not care to interfere with the A.D.¥.S. of the 6th
Division.

Am I right in understanding from your statement of what
occurred on the 3lst July, that when you could go direct to the
- General, as vou could at one time, you got! much more satis=-
faction,

Yes, When I could go to General Delamain we got away from this
system, and we were independent, and General Delamain did
everything he possibly could to help matters,

Vhat was the reason thatyggg had to approach the A,D.N.S,
instead of your General,you could not get the things required.
Well, it is unexplainable. It is hard to say. I could not tell
you why it was.,But I am sure other officers will give you the
same experience. He did not want to do anything that he was
asked., Unless it emanated from his own brain, he thought nothing
could be right.

On the 12th September you had a heated discussion with the

Marine Transport Officer about transport on the river.

o what Service does the Marine Transport Officer belong.,

He 18 a Royal Indian Marine Officer,

Had the Royal Indian Marine Officers charge of all transport
matters up the river from Amara to Kut,

‘eg, The ¥,T.0 were on the beach, and were arranging the
steamers,

Weuld it be the Marine Transport Officers who would be respons=
ible for sending less necessary things before medical stores.
That 18 a very difficult question to answer, I think their duty
is to provide the boats at a given time, and to get them away
at a given time, I could not swear it was the duty of the

Marine Transport Officer to say what was to go on the boat.

tour discussion took place with the RHoyal Indian Marine Officer,

[5U

- 4 el oy —
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Yes, because he was the only representative left. I wanted to
get hold of a boat to get these medical units along, otherwise
they would have been left hehind. I eventually got a boat called
the "Mosel",

Did you take any part in agitating for hospital steamers or

barges, except mahalias,

I never did anything more. I made four efforts, I think I wrote
about mahalias three or four times, and I was told they were not
on the river, The "Mosel" went into action with 350 sick on

her before there was a wounded man. After that it seemed only F
to cause discord and annoyance, ;
You were an important medical officer in this expedition: what
dissuaded you from agitating for proper hospital accommodation
on the river,

I tried to get Tﬁﬁﬁllig or barges, I could have done very well
with them as we were situated. On the subsequent development,
when the other troops came out, I had very little to do with
the river., It is a very difficult thing to understand, but when
suggestions are not taken well, and when you have made three or

four efforts, it is rather hard to enter into an acrimonigus

discussion on a point where people take as a personal matter

the mere fact of their being asked.

Really it came to this, that you felt that répresentations would
have been useless,

Yes, and that the mere fact of asking would only have caused

discord. Also I might ask a thousand times,and would not get

what I wanted,

Was it also thought by those in your position that it would

interfere with theire promotion.

Well, I did not care very much for that, but there is always

the personal element of dislike. One has to do one's best, but

after all, one cannot 80 beyond a certain point, and when you

s

have said it again and again, there is no good in going over

the groungd once, more,

Is Colonel } Ad1still in Mesopotamia,
I think n¢"5g in Turkey.

(The witness withdrew). 1
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REPORT re MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS IN MESOPOTAMIA.
By Major G, Hewett.

Sahil or Zain, 17th November, 1914,

1. T arrived in Mesopotamia with my regiment on the
13th November, 1914. At the action at Sahil or Zain,
17th November, there was considerable difficulty in col-
lecting the wounded and many were left out all night.
The action was fought over a large area for the size of
the force, and all casualties had to be carried in by hand.
No carts had been landed, and, so far as I know, there
were no ambulances. In this case, however, it is doubtful
if wheeled vehicles could have performed much useful
service owing to the very heavy nature of the ground
after the rain which fell during the action.

There was no hospital ship with the force and many
wounded lay in the open in the palm grove, while one of
the transports was hastily adapted for their accommo-
dation. On arrival at Basra some days later a large
building was converted into a hospital and tents were
pitched round it. At first patients had difficulty in obtain-
ing food, and slightly wounded officers had to forage in
the bazaar for themselves and friends.

Had a fully equipped hospital ship accompanied the
force in the first place much suffering and discomfort
could have been avoided.

Winter, 1914-15.

2. During December the troops in Basra suffered severely
from dysentery due to the impure water. Arrangements
were made later to supply tanks for storage of ** chlorin-
ated ” (?) water, but apparently arrangements for water-
supply had not been made in advance.

The establishment of native cooks for the hospital was
quite inadequate, and fighting men had to be requi-
sitioned from regiments to fulfil requirements. During
the cold weather a properly fitted hospital boat to ply
between Kurna and Basra would have been very useful.
As it was, the sick were taken down the river on any
steamer and generally had to just lie on deck.

Shaiba, April, 1915.

3. At the action near Shaiba on April 14th, 1915, there
were only springless carts (ordinary transport vehicles)
and artillery G.S. waggons for bringing in the wounded.
The country was open and good going, and motor ambu-
lances would have been invaluable.

This action was fought on a very hot day, and the
troops, especially the casualties, suffered severely from
thirst. There were no water carts with the force, Duri
the whole time I was in Mesopotamia (November, 1914, to
December, 1915) T never saw a water cart. Troops relied
on mule pakhals as used in Indian frontier warfare.
These proved quite inadequate when the fighting took
place away from a good source of supply, as on April
14th, 1915. On this day water was eventually taken out
in ammunition boxes packed in A.T. carts,

The number of doctors in Shaiba was quite inadequate
to do the work. It was only their extraordinary exertions
which prevented a great deal more suffering. 1 believe
one officer worked forty-eight hours at a stretch.

Operations near Ahwasz, May-June, 1915.

4. After the repulse of the Turkish offensive against
Basra 1 was attached to General Gorringe's force operating
in the direction of Ahwaz. Here there were few casualties,
but a great deal of sickness, and the field hospitals were
hopelessly overcrowded and overworked. At one time
it was impossible to obtain castor.oil in the whole of the
Illah Camp on the Kharke River. The heat was intense.
Vegetables, even onions, were seldom obtainable, and it
was only possible to get condensed milk in such limited
quantities as to be of little value. This was in May-June,
1915. ' This was, I think, entirely due to lack of river
transport.  General Townshend was making his advance
on Amara and required all the boats aviilable, conse-
quently the troops on the Karun River were, figuratively,
starved. ’

During  these operations the troops again suffered
severely from lack of water carts when they moved away

|

from the river. Even when near it the British troops
suffered owing to not having bhistis with them. On one
occasion I had to send the bhistis belonging to my detach-
ment to assist the R. West Kent Regiment, who were
suffering severely from the heat. Throughout this time
we had to drink water straight from the river, and prac-
tically everybody suffered from diarrhceea or dysentery.

In the middle of June my detachment returned to Bus?a
and proceeded up the Euphrates River to take part in
the advance on Nasariyeh.

Euphrates : Capture of Nasariyeh, July, 1915.

5. During these operations the strength of the dptach-
ment was increased to half a battalion, but in spite of
urgent representations of the Commanding Officer, Major
Riddell, since killed in action, no medical officer. or even
subordinate. could be spared to look after the healt}} of
the men. During the attack on the enemy’s main position,
July 24th, 1915, no suitably fitted boat was avaih?ble
for the reception of casualties. When no longer required
for moving troops, a steamer was handed over to the
medical officers and the wounded were put on board. They
lay on the deck, were very crowded, and could receive

only the barest necessary attention.

Essin : Capture of Kut-el-Amara, September, 1915.

6. On completion of these operations our detachment
rejoined the 6th Division and took part in the advance
on Kut-el-Amara. In this instance a steamer was told
off as hospital ship, but was only so in name and was very
small. During the action my battalion was employed
exclusively on technical duties, and suffered practically
no casualties. It is, however, a matter of common know~
ledge that the troops employed in the turning movement
under General Delamain suffered severely from thirst,
and that such arrangements as the medical officers were
able to improvise for the reception and accommodation
of the wounded were hopelessly inadequate. I use the
word ** inadequate ' literally.

Ctesiphon, November 22nd, 1915.

7. When the division attacked the Turkish position at
Ctesiphon, November 22nd, 1915, my regiment was
attached to General Houghton’s brigade, and took part
in the infantry attack. We suffered severely and the
casualties were scattered over a considerable depth of
ground. The regimental stretcher bearers did their
utmost and gradually worked up close to the firing-line.
Several were killed and wounded during the day. I was
knocked over about 600 to 800 vards from the enemy’s
trenches—rifle bullet in the right thigh, groin. I also had
a flesh wound in the left arm received previously, but of
Do consequence. I was hit at about 10 a.m., I think.
I had my field dressing on me and my orderly was with
me. The location of the wound made it difficult to
bandage in the open under fire, so I lot it alone, as the
bleeding was not excessive. My orderly attended to the
wounded near until himself wounded. When the fire
slackened he assisted me into a small dry ditch. Here I
was seen by the medical officer of the regiment, Captain
Spackman, LM.S., who had himself been wounded in the
head, but was able to carry on. Hearing another officer
was in extremis near by he left me, and my wound was
eventually dressed by the sub-assistant surgeon, Wali
Allah Khan. This would have been some three hours
after being hit, but I did not make any note of the time.
I was carried by the regimental stretcher bearers to an
aid post established on the line of Turkish trenches by
Captain Spackman. Under all the circumstances I con-
sider this was good work. A water-supply was obtained
from the Turkish trenches, where they had made an
aqueduct from the river. During the afternoon a portion
of a field ambulance came to the same place and was estab-
lished there next day under Lieut.-Colonel Donegan. In
the evening I obtained some soup from Captain Spack-
man, but do not know where it came from. 1 was a’so
given a hospital blanket.

H;'_z..m
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November 23rd, 1915.

During the next morning, 23rd inst., I W“ts ctlﬁan:ibuulz
and properly dressed by an officer belonging to the dl
lance. So far as I know there were sufficient bandages,
etc., but there were no comforts at all. _SUCh food as I
got was due to the kindness of the medical officers per-
sonally.

8. The position of the ambulance was clearly shown by
the usual flags. The “accommodation,” being the open
ground, was ample, but cold at night. 1 only 1'emem})er
one tent—an 80-b. G.S.—which was used for surgical
purposes. When the action was renewed we had to crowd
into the Turkish trenches for cover. There was no
attempt to transfer wounded in the forenoon. Hot
water, medical comforts and suitable food—nil.

9. Late in the afternoon we saw the Turkish counter-
attack developing. At that time there were none of our
troops directly between us and the enemy, and our guns
were firing over our heads. The Turks, as far as possible,
refrained from firing anywhere near us. The A.D.M.S.
rode up and ordered Colonel Donegan to evacuate his
wounded to the rear of the 18th Brigade. The latter
pointed out that he was practically immobile. The order
was then given, ““ All those who can walk, walk.” A few
got a lift in a cart or on one of the doctors’ ponies. About
40 cases remained in the exposed position during the night.
A doctor and the Rev. Mr. Spooner, Church of England
Chaplain, remained with them. They were all brought
in next day, I understand. I thought I could walk with

help, so went off with my orderly and another sepoy of
my regiment. My orderly was wounded in the right
shoulder, but was able to help me considerably. The
other man was more seriously hurt, and could only just
get along himself. We did, perhaps, half a mile, and then
could go no further. Two slightly wounded officers
found us, and practically carried me some way to a big
dry nullah which gave us protection from the bullets which
were flying pretty freely. We decided to spend the
night there. It was very cold, and we had no blankets.

In evacuating the ambulance the whole mob of wounded
passed in rear of one of our field batteries in action, be-
tween it and their waggons. Though they presented a
magnificent target for the hostile artillery they were un-
molested ; the Turks even appeared to cease firing at
our battery for a while.

10. Soon after dark some ration carts came along
(Oxford and Bucks L.I.). The Q.M. in charge gave us
some food, of which we were badly in need, and putting
me on one of the carts, sent one of his party to show us the
way to the new ambulance station. The wounded sepoys
got no food at all.

At the ambulance there was no real accommodation,
and I spent a very cold night under a cart with only my
overcoat for covering.

24th November, 1915.

11. Early in the morning I heard the wounded were to
be evacuated to Lajj. The proceeding resembled a sauve
qui peut. Again the order was given, “ All those who can
walk, walk.” Lajj was about 5 miles away. I was
unable to walk. I eventually was put on top of a half-
loaded A.T. mule cart with an Indian officer who had a
broken leg. I travelled fairly comfortably, but all the
jolting and bumping made the Indian officer suffer terribly.
The one or two motor ambulances available appeared to
do valuable work, but were hopelessly inadequate. Many
of the wounded travelled on limbers and the waggons of
the ammunition column. \

Embarkation at Lajj, 24th November, 1915.

12. At Lajj I picked up my servant, some kit, and was
able to get a good meal from regimental sources. There
appeared to be a good deal of confusion. An officer of
my regiment found a place for me on one of the steamers
which had been detailed for the accommodation of wounded
and had me carried on board. 1 saw no one on the bank
directing proceedings. All the medical officers had their
hands full on board the different hoats. 1 forget the name
of the boat I embarked on. It was a small one, and

was in medical charge-

make us comfortable.h Tl&?ﬁ: Vv‘;zl:;g
1 think, six cabins, with two berths 1;1 s:cc&mpe d in the
cases were put in these. The rest © There were divans
saloon and were pretty comfortable. ¢ ghinkc any officers
and camp cots to sleep on. and I don’t N hcers, British
had to lie on the floor. The Indian rges. " T don’t
soldiers and sepoys were on deck and Offl rt;s o most of
know the numbers. They had no com 0 ’ther was fine
them had some bedding. Luckily, the wf‘;acomisted i
though cold. I can’t say what the sta. were‘a couple
Major Bransby looked after us, and there T
of British orderlies. We had our Indian serva

too, so were well attended tok v

13. We went as far as Kut-e A
and were then transferred to P.IV. The Journeyftothlllt
took four to five days and was on the whole com orbaue
for a mild case like myself. The food was plain ( “bly
stew chiefly) but sufficient. Perhaps not very suitable
for serious cases. We provided our own crockery, &-c.

None of the boats used as hospitals had any of their
own. There was one latrine on the steamer and some
rough ones on the barges. I don’t know about the supply
of bed-pans, &c. I did not require them. There was
no bath, which we felt rather. We were very dirty
when we came on board, and a bucket on deck was not
satisfactory.

14. On P.IV. we were very much worse off. There was
no cabin accommodation, and all the officers were crowded
on to the upper deck. One or two of the worst cases
had mattresses and there were a few sacks half filled with
straw. I had none and lay on the boards. There were a
few hospital blankets, but nothing like enough. I did not
get one. The nights were cold, but the days were pleasant.
There were the usual ship’s awnings, but these would
have been very inadequate protection in bad weather.
The men on the barges would have been worse off, as they
cnly had a roof of straw matting over them.

There was only one galley for cooking all the food, but
the meals provided, while not being very attractive, were
sufficient. for people like myself, whose condition was
generally healthy.

An officer of my regiment who was being sent down
with jaundice, had considerable difficulty in obtaining
suitable nourishment. —

There were two doctors on board and some subordinates.
They were very hard worked. We were on the P.IV. for
nine days, and during that time my wound was dressed
twice. I do not think this caused any trouble so far as T
was concerned. - ?

15. There was only one latrine and one bath for all the
officers, patients and ship’s officers, which caused con-
siderable discomfort. On the journey down we were
twice held up by hostile Arabs, and all our bedding, &e.,
was taken to form some protection from their fire.

Eventually we were herded into the holds of the barges,
where we were at least safe. The barges, however, had
been used for transporting mules, and were very evil-
smelling. We lay on the steel floor, which was in direct
contact with the water and consequently very cold.

We only stopped a few hours at Amara and went
straight on to Basra. On arrival there we went into
the hospital for one night, and next day were shipped for
Bombay. Both in Basra and on the hospital ship we were
extremely comfortable, and the doctors and nurses did
everything in their power to help us.

16. The difficulty in dealing with casualties always
seemed to be directly due to the lack of proper and
sufficient river transport. There were supplies in Basra,
but no means of conveying them up stream. The steamers
with the force were always working hard moving troops
and rations, and could not be handed over to the medical
officers till the last moment. In fact, the latter received
the ships and the patients simultaneously, so that con-
fusion was bound to ensue. Again, lack of transport

Major Bransby, D.S.0., R.AM.C.,

He did all he could to

l-Amara on this boat,

prevented hospital fittings being carried, so when the

ships were handed over they were quite unsuited to the -
work. The doctors themselves made heroic efforts to

cope with their work, but they were generally short-

handed and hopelessly handicapped by lack of material.
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