Telephone : VIoTORIA 4066.

Mesopotamlia Commission,
28, Abingdon Street,
Westminster-

?

CORRE SP ONDENCE

!1

LT GENERAL SIR FENTON AYLMER. XK.C.B.5 V.C.




ﬁ!‘
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Dear Sir,
The Chairman has directed me to send your letter

and memorandum to Sir Neville Lyttelton as you seem anxious

that this should be done; but at the same time he directs
me to explain that the Commission cannot consent to enter
into any discussion with persons affbcted as to the grounds

on which they had arrived at their decisions.

I am, Sir,

Your cbedient servant |

Lt-General Sir Fenton Aylmer, K.C.B., V.C. teg” |
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| Note on the Analysis of Gen. the-hon. Sir N. Lyttelton.

Before giving my evidence as regards the night march
against the Ess-Sinn position, I was unable to obtain a copy
of the orders issued by me tor this operation. It must be
remembered that I was removed from the Commend of the Tlgris
Corps on the 1lth March 1916 and had to leave the front at the
shortest notice, without having the opportunity ot getting
copies of certain documents, which would have been most usetul
to be in defending my conduct of operations, documents which,

{ as in the case of the above, do not appear in any of the
Diaries which have been lent to me for reference.
As regards p.p. 32,33 & 34 of the report I maintain

respectfully that a serious misunderstanding is probable

from the analysis given by General Sir N. Lyttelton. This
particularly refers to the distances to be marched by the
Troops in the night march. I would invite attention to
appendix XXIV K of my evidence where I endeavoured to make this
clear. In para. 15 Sir N. Lyttelton says "This army was
expected to march about 14 miles in rather less than 9 hours",
He undoubtedly means here from the rendezvous starting at 9 pm.
to the place of deployment which was to be reached at 5.30 am.
or as he has given it at line 2, 5.45 a.m. The distance was

slightly under 10% miles as can be measured from the map .

This is what Genl. Kenball's Force had to do. The march from

their bivouacs to the rendezvous was to be performed previous "
to 9 peme Gen. Sir N. Lyttelton in para 19 speaks of my
operations being a "gamble", in which the odds against success

were high. A mistake of 3% miles out of 14 miles is a very

serious factor in estimating whether excessive risks were

taken by me.
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As regerds para. 19 I would call attention to
appendix XXV of my evidence which clearly shows that I had
pushed forward as far as possible consistent with keeping
my intentions gsecret from the Tfurks. I could not have shortened
the length of my night march moxe tnen I did, viz to 104 miles,
from Rendezvous to place of deployment and s will be seen
severe fault was found with me by doth Sir B. Duft end Sir
P, Lake for having done &8 much in this direction as I did.

As regards paraé. 15 I desire to state that I did not
complain of the "scrappy" nature of my statf on this occasion.
1 added, as will be seén, a special note to my answer to
question 18168 to say that my answer only referred to Gen.
Kemball's statf. Previous remarks as regards the " gcrappy”

nature of my own statf referred to the fighting in Januarye

Please see appendix IX of my evidence.

As regards para. 16 General Sir Ne. Lyttelton,with
a certain proviso, seens to agree with Gen. Kemball that 1
should have changed my plan. I would call attention to !
Appendix XVII of my evidence where my full reasons against
doing so &are given. Gene sir N.Lyttelton does not refer in
any way to my explenation. |

In Para. 10 1ine 156, there ig an errox of facte.

The battle referred to should be that at Hannah, viz; the 3rd
battle, not that Won the Wadi® which was the 2nd battle.

In para. 11 it is steted that the pujedileh redoubt
wes sbout the right eentre of the Turkish lines. Though in =a
gense strictly gccurate this is taisleading. Till a couple of
days before the night mafch the Dujailah redoubt was the

extreme right of the furkish entrenched line; there was no

entrenched
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entrenched line between it and the Hai. Qust before the night

march the Turks hag begun to entrench between the Dujailah
Kedoubt and the Hai, but their

works were incomplete sand

according to reporte did not seem formidsble at the time of o

starting the night merch. The Dujeilah Redoubt thus continued ¢

to be the extreme right of the seriously entrenched Turkish
Line,

Tith reference to para. 11 the Hon. Sir N. Lyttelton
Says that a statement of mine is"bewildering"” in view of the
evidence given by Gen. Gorringe. I consider an explanstion is
most necessary. lly evidence on this roint is given in answer
to question 18171 et Seéq. eand Gen. Gorringe's in answer to

question 2774 et seq,

It was known from the intelligence I had received that

the Turks were keeping & strong reserve at lVegasis on the Tigris.
This was a natursl tactical disposition. It was centrsgl for

the extended line of defence and was certasinly convenient as the |
regards water supply, as water away from the Tigris is always

a difficulty. This difficulty, however, applied to the whole

of the Turkish Defences, except where close to the river, I

do not remember that we had eny reliable intelligence to prove :re 1

that the water supply for the Turkish Troops at the Dujeilan

Redoubt was & greater source of difficulty in keeping troops
there than at other parts of the line of defence away from the

river, for example at the Sinn Afder fedoubt, On the contrary

+ I remember that serigl reconnaissance photographs showed, what L
we thought were, weterholes Speclally prepared in the Dujailsh
Depression nesr the HAedoubt, and there also appeared to be

bivouacs in the vieinity. ‘hen I drew up Iy plens I expected

to find es high & proportion of first line troops in the
Dujailah kedoubt as elsewhere on the Turkish lines of defence,

except on the partially completed portions between the Dujaileh
Redoubt and the Hai.

£
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iy reason for choosing the Dujaileh Redoubt as the
point of attsck was not its partioularly wesk garrison but
the fact that when my plan was drevn up the Dujailah Hedoubt
was the extreme right f1ank of the Purkish position end we
hed e far better chance of success there then elsewhere as we
could attsek it from two sides end possibly from the rear,
outflenking it completely. Being on 8 mound it was elso an
easy merk for the artillery. Though works connecting 1% with
‘the Hei hed just been commenced previously to the attack I
~did not expect them to be st all strong or strongly held. I
therefore considered that my original plan should hold good
in spite of these new defences. The entrenchments and
redoubts elsewhere on the Turkish line of defence from the
Dujeilsh Redoubt (inclusive) to the Tigris were Very strong.

Gen. Gorringe's evidence certainly may bé read to

mean that the particularly wegk garrison of the Dujailseh

Redoubt, in oomparisoh withvthose‘of“other‘parts of the line,

was the primary reason for choosing the Dujailsh Redoubt &s the
£irst point of attsck. 1 paintein thet this was not so. Iy
main reason I have slready given. I‘alwaye~antlcipated that
we should have & toﬁgh fight for the Dujeilah Redoubt. A
particularly ‘week garrison, in comparison with those elsewhere

would certainly have asdded to the advantages of choosing it F

es the point of attack.

(Sd ) F J Aylmer, Lt .-Genl.
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121/3/620
Cavendish Hotel,

Eastbourne.
2.7.17.
From:i- Lt.Genl. 8ir P.J. Aylmer, v.o.;‘p,c.x.
Tos=~ The Becretary, War Ofrice.

Bir, »
With reference to the Report of the Mesopotamian

Commission, I have the honour to submit my remarks on certain

pointe¥ I sonsider that these should he taken into .

immediate consideration for as it stands the report, as regards

myselt, is, in places, inacourate as to absolute facts and,

in others, somewhat misleeding. '

2. I would specially direct attention to p. 33 para 15

where tha'digtance which the troops were supposed ¥o march

"in rather less than 9 hours" is given as 14 miles when it

can be easily proved from the map that it was 104 miles. In

view of what is said at p. 34 para. 19 as regards the operation

being in the nature of a "gamble", this error of 5? miles is

of the greatest importance,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(signed) F.J. Aylmer o
Lt. Genl.
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Mayoh 29th 1917.

Dear S;f;—

In reply to your letter %o iir.Duff of the
23rd 1nst.'i am directed to enclose herewith-a cony of your
evidence 88 requested; Nr.Duff also asked me to say that he
‘eannot tell you'forinertaih when the report ¢f the Com-
mission will be published, but it will probably be in

“gbout-a month's time. PP~ o

Please fimd algo enclosed your book giving the
names of all the 3taff of the ¥Figris Corps for ¥egbrueary.
I beg to remsiwm,

Your ogbedient Servanx,

Agsistant Soéfatafi.
Lt.General Sir F.Aylmer

Stuaxt Hotel

16%,0romwell Road,”
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2.1.1917

Deay Sif?m

%e are in reeelpt of a eorvected copy of your
Stetement, end I am directed by Mg, Duff to say thotilbe
is very sorry that it would be impossible to eirculate
the corrected proof of your Statement to the Commission
before your evidence is heard, as your Statemcnt has already
beek in thé hands of the Commissioners some days: but, of
course, all the corrections will be embodied &in the final

cooy.

The Commispion would lilke to hear your evidence on
Jenusry 9th,end 1 am sending to you to-dsy a formal notice
to this effect.

1 enclodée herewith a spare cony of your Statenent
for use before the Commisel n.

LR | P —

Apeietont Seeretary.
L%.Cenersl Sir Y.Ayluer
Stuurt Hotel
163 ,Cromwell hosd
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29,11.1916
Dear Sir:-
I have to thank you for your letter of the
28th inst. g
1 Bhould esteem it A"gregtﬁihvegryig you
would be so kind as to call at these offices on Friday é

next, £h§ 1st. December, to discuss the subject of giving
evidence before the Commission.

Perhaps you would let me know if 2.45 p.m. would
be a convenient time for yom?

I Beg to remain,
Your obedient Servant,

Assistant Secretery.
J - pELER b FQA W,V*Ca K”ean
e gﬁnﬁr&l}ééfﬁramﬁ%f Thond*
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£2.12,1916

Dear Sir:ie

I have to thank you for your letter to ir.Duff
enolosing & Stetement, which shall be added to your
other Statements, and eirculsted to the Commissioners.

1 beg to remsin,

Your obedient Servant,

Assistant Secretary.

Lt.General Sir F.iylmer V.C.
Stuart Hotel
163,Cromwell Hoed
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G/57

the 14th of this

#ith reference to your r1etter of
lo8€ nerevith ancther portion

month end mine of the 16th I enc

of the evidence in which the order %0 abandon the W
remarited omn.

1 have sent you the only other mention of this fact
¢hat 1 have been able to turan up: per

I regret to 9&8y ghet Mr.Duff is still leid up, bat
I am having youx notes on the jneident of uajor surohy sut &t
the end of your statencnt s theb the Commission mey be able 1
go into it whem you come pefore thed. o

#41th reference to0 napers concerned in this cese and
used by the VincentBingley Comnittee, I will pla=ce the matter
; before uy.Duff as soon 88 he comes beck, and if he thinks thel
- gre any oapers which might be unseful to yow, I expect he will
be only too pleased to let you see€ them.

1 beg to remain,
Your obedient 3grvant,

J

rseistent Seeretary

1%.0eneral Sir F.hylmer V.C.

stuart Hotel
165 ,Cromwell Road Se¥is
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13.12.1916

Dear General Aylmer,

1/ think I ought to let you know that the
Commission will probebly want to hear something from
you on the guestiom of the charges made against
Major Marphy, inm regarﬁ‘to which I believe you ywiil
are in a postion to give gome special information.

If you desire %o add anything om this subject, will yom
kindly forwsrd the draft to me, and I will have it

printed and ciroulated to the Commission with your
Statement.

Lt.Gen.Sir F.Aylmer V.C. K.C.B.
Stusrt Hotel
163, Cromwell Eoad

South Kensington.

v T e— v J
/‘ Rt ad Pl / A iti A U ot s o

LTEE ol Ll TY




oot Qoecerad Ler . I, ). By bnen V0. 1508,

Len

;7/ He /J/AQ'LW A A aie m
./r-/i/—(/u Are /n\v%'ﬂ M—:_

/M.z/_ Sorts A Feweast Jouiticar

z(/y/mw(/ﬁé/m e . S hrnis
Aeefoce  aott %M¢W%M

J. /7%4%» voeim @W%/W

Cfles A tonlere W//“W
Mm/pw 17 NS /ZZ [’Mﬂ, /9/6’/7/2
*/? /lMué//

,4/ &//AJ;MW/MMM%W%
WW S artel W/C/a_

| "’7 /P//4 Py S e, Kj JM e L



| ’ / prrsvrin? Hers
N W/pm&fm WW 42 e im;n
b, b wgarse Punt I Anoe e

; s Wheth
g alivws A9 UfaiS tenlann  J e

\/(/m /(i /L/vww }';{/
&«lﬂ{«f“ )
“// UAA- f"rdc e t’,-a;;. ’,/ - Mt‘ﬂ.‘,‘/
v/ i )
-‘Z’//“é é"m &t‘ c»xww’- . o |







.
"




