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OO I understand that the PUS is to hold a meeting on this
tomorrow. You may welcome a nnapshot of the situalion as it

now looks here. This supplements my letter of 13 August to
Lh¢ pPrivate Secretary (attached) and should also be read in
conjunCtion with my telno l)0s4 reporting developments here
today. It draws only on material shared with us in a
retatively uncaveatterl way by our contacts.

Z. 'I'mc public debate, launched by the conyressional hearings

at the end of July, is now firmly engaged. We have seen
senrribations rrom practically every prominent Republican
toreign policy name. With the siynal exceptions of Scowcrott
(reportrdly very close to Bush 1), and 2inni, virtually all
llave endorsed the idea of military action, subject to varicus
preliminaries (such as ygoing through the UN) tO maximise
international support. Chency’s speech (my telno 1031),
reitcrated today, has turther raised expectations of an early
decision leading towards military aclion.

3. Ihe key pointy under discuss,on have been:

] Whether to do it at all: The President’s public position
nas been that he will proceed “cautiously and deliberately”
Wwith Cull consultations of Conygress and allies, and that a
range of optionts, including military, remains open. Ag noted
apave, Most kepublican COumentators have argued tor action,
subject to varigus caveats.  Democrats, strikingly, are
Yeeping their Neads dowin

1) UN Tnspecllons: Maker and others have argued that the US
must o Thoe UN route = depanding untettered inspections (with
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rhe axpectation, but not cortalnty, that Saddam will refuse),
ANd Lhe right to take action to enfores compllianca, In order
To maximise international support. cCheney and Runsfeld have
beent highly dismissive in pulilic of any value to resumed ‘
Lnspections, although it s striking that in today’s reprise
Gf Nie 2o Auqust mpecch Chehey toned down his languagse on this
point;

) Consulting Congress: The White HOuse hada made U Cclear
That L1t secs no legal need to get Congressional support tot
Mlilrary action (relying instead on the Congressional
regotlutlon that preceded the 19%) Gull War). But. they havy
Aalzo heen brieting that there will be “full conzulratiron" and
have 10T ruled out seeking tormal support (tor political
reasens ). The siyng are that Congress will certainly press
tor a say. And ¢ven Congresgional opponents Lo whom I have
spoXuan privately concede that il The Administration makKes an
EFLECT1Ve CTase then Conyress i3 likely to support action.

q. A number of other considerations continue tou walgh
haavily in the debate - the “day after’ question (what would
the US ac with a conguered lrag?), the impact on the oil
market, the possible usc by Saddam of WMD. One considsration
Wwhich has pot featured as prominantly as might have been
expected (s the relevance of the Middle East dispute. Tne
Nawks: argument here, which has gained sone resonance, 1s that
to postpona action in Irag until Arab/Tsrael improves 1s to
postpone 1L Lor ever.

5. 5Buch evidence as we have seen on the state of U5 public
opinlon 1s that it {s lukawarmly supportive ot action. Polls
indicate that support for action is still just a plurality,
tnough now down to pre 9/11 luvels, cCommentators belicve that
ir a2 punlic case puyins to be made that sUpPPOTT will ftirm up.

o, Largely due to the Prusident’s emphasis on caution and
deliperation the Lrenzy about imminent action seems to have
died down.  Dates upon which attention is beginning to focus
tor turther public signs of the Administration approach arc 12
September (Dush’s speech to the UN) and 16 Septembor (when
Cormracnlional hearings are due Lo resums) .

‘. nosummary, the hard questions are now out on the tablc
and it {2 elear to the wmain players thal Lhey are going to
have To make a convincihy case before going ahead with any
action. So tar the absence of a political green light has
hindored them in making that case - aithough Rice to the BBC
and, poarticularly, Cheney this week have launched Lhat
process.  The expoearations which have now been ganarated will
make 1t very difticult ror the rresident to do nothing (though
thiszs, of course, does not moan Lhat military action 13
inevitable). And 1T would be naive tou overlouk the political
dAifmension TO all this. pven 1f conorete action against Irag
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15 sCill some way Off, the Republicans would rar prelor an
Autumn’ 1n which the pPress 1s dominated by Iraq haadlines than

Glle whtle tho aconomy is the lead story.
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