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COMMISSION.

STATEMENTS BY L'I/‘/CO\ONEL J. F. DONEGAN, RAM.C.

NoTés o w Mf;b-&,- Lk S 1) T1 00,

1. Any statement which I make on this subject I am
prepared to swear to and to support with the evidence of
others.

2. Spe{lking Wlf/h previous experience and without, I
hope, being considered egotistical, as 1 have had more
experience in the command of field medical units than,
perhaps, any other officer of the Army Medical Service, I
have no hesitation in saying that the mobilisation system
(medical) adopted and approved of in India previous to
the war was defective, and even antagonistic to efficiency.
There were numerous schemes on paper, and mobilisation
foyms; clerically, matters were attended to down to the
minutest detail, but otherwise they were neglected.

3. Errors detected.—General ~— Hospitals : Though
“schedules of equipment were carefully drawn up to equip

the first general hospital for service, nearly everythiug in
the way of furniture had to be borrowed from the ordinary
stationary hospitals. In Secunderabad I received orders
to give up the beds from my hospital for this purpose, which
would mean that men seriously ill in Secunderabad would
have to be laid on the floor. I may add that I hesitated to
comply with this order, and did not deliver beds from my
‘hospital until barrack cots were substituted.

4. Ignorance of personnel.—On mobilisation at Poona
the men of the Army Bearer Company Army Hospital
Corps supplied to the different field medical units were
absolutely and totally ignorant of everything. Though
each field ambulance remained there nearly two months,
with the exception of one field ambulance, no form of
training was adopted, except, perhaps, some complicated
stretcher drill on a parade ground. Assistant-surgeons and
sub-assistant surgeons were totally devoid of any form of
military training likely to be of use. Efforts made to
train men in trench digging, road-repairing, or anything

“else providing safety and comfort for the wounded, were

considered by the medical authorities to be a harmless
variety of lunacy on the part of the Field Ambulance
Commander.

As such matters were not alluded to in the R.A.M.C.
Corps Manual, such precautions were considered quite
unnecessary.

5. Equipment.—As regards equipment of field
ambulances, all T can say here is that it was continually
being changed in accordance with telegraphic orders. It
contained numerous intrinsically valuable but otherwise
useless articles in multables of four (one set per section),
and that it lacked many articles of practical use. It was
stored (packed up) so that it could be taken over in half
an hour. No medical unit could mobilise as rapidly as
that, and, as the result of storage in packages and boxes
year in, year out, blankets and tents deteriorated and even
the corks of brandy bottles got rotten. One field ambu-
lance commander succeeded in getting hold of the equip-
ment to train his men, but he found so many articles
defective that other units were not supplied with their
equipment until they were entraining to proceed on service.

6. Personnel.—An authorised establishment was laid
down in the regulations, including tailors, carpenters,
washer men, storekeepers and assistant storekeepers.

In the year 1899, when I mobilised the 18th British
_Field Ambulance for service in South Africa, a similar
gystem was in vogue. It must be remembered that the
officials referred to only existed on paper, when they were
wanted they were supposed to be picked up in the local
bazaar. In 1899, when men would not come for the
authorised rate of wages, 1 was authorized by the G.O0.C.,
Bangalore, to employ them if considered essential. 1
employed a carpenter, who refused to come at Rs. 8 per
month (10s. 84.), at Rs. 30 (£2), and Government paid.

7. On the new system of mobilisation in 1914, when
everythiug was done from Simla, as well as I could make
out, if a man refused to come at the rate of wages which

Government wish to give him the difficulty was got over
by striking him out of the authorised scale. In that way
tailors and other useful individuals were disallowed,
and the whole charm of an Indian field ambulance—uiz.,

(C 48—42)

its power of being able to do everything for itself without
outside assistance—tas interfered with. As regards the
supply and transport officials, zmythi{lg appeared to do.
Regimental sergeants, who knew nothing about transport
work or supplies, were detailed as supply and transport
sergeants to field ambulances, and I even saw a na'fxve of
India who could neither speak or write English detailed as
an assistant storekeeper. Many of the men of the A.B.C.
who came from Peshawer, came in boots completely worn
out. I reported the matter to the A.D.)I.S:, Poona, and
he simply alluded to the date of issue and said these boots

were issued on such a date and should not be worn out.

He said the men wore out their boots stamping their feet

in the train coming down from Peshawer.

8. At a later date the A.D.M.S., Poona, told me no.t to
parade any men with bad boots at the genergl’s inspection.
1 expostulated, as my unit was going on service whereupol’l,
he authorised his D.A.M.S. to issue on loan for the general’s
inspection, I think, 87 pairs of boots. Captain Gordon

‘Wilson, M.C., R.AM.C., at present in - Poona, may

remember the exact number, as he was adjutant at the
time.

The A.D.M.S. said we would get everything wherever
we were going. From my previous war experience I very
much doubted our so doing, as I considered an army in the
field should only make good deficiencies the result of fair
wear and tear, and not equip in the first instance. Iron
tent pegs were supplied for ambulance tents. They
happened to be made of cast iron and broke the minute
they were hammered into the ground. Fact notified and
pegs shown to A.D.M.S., when I told him they were made
of cast iron, he said that I was no authority on quality ;
that was the duty of the Ordnance Department. As a
solution of the difficulty, he said I should issue orders that
the men were not to strike the pegs too hard when tent-
pitching. ' Captain Wilson and Major Bennett, to the best
of my belief, heard the conversation.

9. Movement by rail.—As well as I remember, three
field ambulances, a general hospital, stationary hospital,
and other medical units proceeded on one train from
Poona to Bombay. On arrival at Bombay with over 800
men and tons of equipment, no staff officer of any sort
met the train, there were no orders and consequently
endless confusion. It was late in the evening and per-
sonally I slept on the railway line at a crossing. The next
day I reported the matter, and I was told that the embarka-
tion authorities were only advised by the medical autho-
rities from Simla of the arrival of medical details without
any reference to units or numbers and that they only
expected to see a few Indian followers with their pugarees
and puttees falling off.

10. Movements -by—sea.—To the best of my belief,
medical units at Bombay were embarked and disembarked
from at least three different ships. The embarkation
authorities simply wanted to get them away anyhow and
to break up the units as much as possible. Personally I
did not mind putting the unit under my command on
board ship and off again as often as desired, but I
objected to have it broken up and sent on different ships
in the interests of efficiency, and I succeeded in gaining my
point with the result that the unit came intact on one
ship to Basra and disembarked in a few hours.

11. No. 17 B.F.A. leaving at the same time was dis-
patched as follows : Officers on one ship, British personnel
on another, Indian personnel on another, equipment on
another, horses on another, tentage and stores on another.
On arrival at Basra, to the best of my belief, it took nearly
three weeks to collect the unit together.

12. There may be other details which 1 have forgotten
to allude to, but to the best of my belief I have referred to
the most important items.  As I said to start with, that
it was the system which was so defective.” Practical
suggestions were not wanted by the local mobilisation
authorities and to palpable faults brought to notice there
was always the stock expression: “It is all done from
Simla, you know, it can't be corrected now, manage as
best you can.”

Hy

\

yas



e S -

~
Six_[iply of Alum.

heavy constygtional work in hand and unless
€ staff is increased, the officers
here will break-dowgin health, especially as the
hot weather advances™\Qelay in hospital and
hut construction here will “agiously impair the
health of the troops, and this weather we
shall have to accommodate a wh®Hy_ British
division (the 13th) in addition to 4 mixed divi-
sions, excluding the 6th in Kut.

A. H. BINGLEY,—16-4-T6.

/—

/ Written statement furnished by Lieut.-Col.

7. F.Donegan, R. A. M. C.,dated Bombay,
16th April, 1916, R Tl Ven'emad 7
ét« a0 |
At the request of the Commission, conveyed
to me by the A.D.M.S., | make this statement
rega'rdmg th.e medical arrangements in Mesopo-
tamia as, being invalided from the country, I was
unable to give evidence personally. The state-
ments are extracts from my War Diary and{ ré-
cords in my possession, and I confine myself! as
far as possible to matter relative to the com-
forts of the sick and wounded. ’

(St

Q{qgﬂﬁongleﬁcent Hospz'tgL;-Lx 1th Decem-
ber 1914. Received Tnumerous orders about
opening Convalescent Hospital on this and sub-
sequent dates. [ was asked by A.D.M.S. Force
when the Convalescent Hospital Magill would
be ready to take in wounded, but applications
made by me to him for personnel equipment,.
cooking appliances, -etc., etc., were not referred
to at all, by him.

_Magit2f~tjth December 1914. Party of
sick and wounded arrived at Convalescent Hos-
pital without previous notification = of their
coming. They had neither blankets nor food.
Placed Major Murphy, I.M.S., in command and
did all I could for the institution.
informed A.D.M.S.
e - numerous returns called for,
> —’ as no forms were available
for so doing either in his office or mine. Visited
Medical Stores where I found Rs, 25 worth of
alum, which I had originally bought and paid for
in Bombay myself. Informed by Medical Store
- Keeper that although packages were marked
Officer Commanding No. 16, British Field Ambu
lance, it had all been commandeered by order of
A.D.M.S. as there was no other alum in the
country and that it was urgently required.i
Wrote A.D.M.S. on the subject.

17th December 1914. Inspected troops 1n
camp. Found that no- milk was supplied to
troops and that men were
drinking milk got in filthy
villages bought from Arabs.
Saw General Officer Commanding, 17th Brigade,
General Dobbie, C.B., and got authority for issue
of tinned milk to British trcops. At a later
dated the issue was stopped by order of higher
authority.

Milk for troops.

that 1.could not submit the !

Defective corking:  Brandy bottles half empty,
the result of defective corking, fact notified to
A.D.M.S.

26th December 1914, Red Cross boxes
arrived for patients, They contained very
little of use beyond an odd
tin of cigarettes or box of
biscuits. They mostly con-
tained pneumonia jackets, cover for bed screens,
packets of tow, pillow cases, dressing gowns,
enema syringes and flea powder. A.D.M.S. in-
formed me they were ten bed unit boxes made
up at Simla. Pointed out that the contents
though valuable intrinsically, were useless to field
medical units. Suggested other things, but

Red Cross Ten Bed
Boxes.

A.D.M.S. said the 10 bed unit system could . not -~

be altered.

Yol N

7 6th January 1915.  Wrote A.D.M.S. request-

ing that some arrangements may be made for

river transport of sick and

W 5. wounded and pointing ouf

,icﬁfver transport  of the faults of Ft,he prgesent

system. Made an appeal

for-a mahaila and said I would fit one up myself

so as to render it suitable for removal of sick
if I could only get the boat.

8th January 1915, . Informed verbally by
A.D.M.S. that a makatla could not be supplied,
as the hire of same would cost Rs. 85 per month
and that the special sanction of the Government
of India would be required.

roth January 1915. ~ Orders came for unit to
move up river to Kirnah with brigade. Had to
make my own local ar-
rangements for the evacu-
ation of 39 sick to Basrah, which necessitated
my making personal application to Marine trans-
port officials. No assistance was given from
Basrah, when orders were received nothing was
said about the evacuation of sick. :

2oth January 1915, Mazera. Made all
'medical arrangements for the force operating
under Sir Arthur Barrett,
K.C.B., and accompanied
the Divisional Staff.” This
force eventually retired with a loss of 83 killed,
and wounded. Our medical transport con~
sisted of stretchers and

Blanket Stretchers. riding mules only: we
could get no carts. The riding mules bolted
back to camp early in the day, as a few shells
burst near them. All wounded removed by
hand and carried a ‘distance of five miles,
Alluded to this in my official report and also
pointed out how frightfully conspicuous red
blankets supplied to field ambulance were in the
field. Brigadier-General Dobbie also called
my attention to the regimental stretchers in
the firing line;, made of black or brown blankets
and poles, they certainly were a good mark
for enemy also. The dandie stretchers used by
No. 10 British Field Ambulance, and consisting
of an ordinary stretcher carried on a pole, was
infinitely superior to carrying the wounded
on the shoulders of natives of India under shell
fire. Licutenant. General Sir Arthur Barrett
remarked on the difference. Any stretc her

Evacuation of sick.

Medical Transport in
the field.
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slomin complying. I realise that there is a  20th December 1914 Inspected equipment -
shortadein India, but 1 have a great deal of of wunit. Found all the
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2015‘_‘1 be carried in this manner provided an
Tdinary doolie pole (value one anpa and four
pies) copld be obtained. At a later date, G.O.C.

17th Brigade applied to A.Q.M.G, for 30 doolic
poles ; but application was refused as the poles
could not be got without the sanction of the
S'H Government of Iadia. ‘
/"

21st January 1915. All wounded evacuated
to Basrah, Men made as comfortable as possik:lc

on ship with blankets and
‘stretchers, food, etc. The
. ~ O.C. of the clearing hos-
pital at Kurnah informed me that he had discon-
tinued sending stretchers and blankets with
wounded, as articles of equipment were never
returned from the Basrah General Hospitals.
As the wounded had been made comfortable over
night in 16 British Field Ambulance, I could not
see why they should be made uncomfortable

on board ship. Arranged that this should not
occur again,

22nd January 1915. Had a long conversation

River transport of with G. O. C. (General
wounded. Dobbie) about the absolute
necessity for gome proper means of removing
sick and wounded by river and also wrote A. D.
M. S. onthe subject. General Dobbie told me
that ke had seen Sir Arthur Barrett and that
something would be done in this matter if A. D.
M. S. would approve,

27th January xgli A.D.M S. arrived from

Request for Ambu Basrah to inspect. He
lance Hahaias. said G. O. C. was very
pleased with the medical arrangements for ope-
rations on 20th. ; No sanitary errors detected in
camp. Spoke to him about the necessity for
ambulance mahazlz and said clearing a foot of
horse dung off a ship’s deck and putting on
wounded afterwards, was disgraceful. 1 also
pointed cut that ships were ina most septic con-
dition and could not be cleaned. - He refused to
sanction the hire of makatlas.

28th January 1915. Brought to the notice of

Deaths amongst A. D. M. S. the wretched
slaughter cattle. condition of slaughter cat-
tle, stating that over one hundred animals died
in the pens every night for the last week. I
asked bim tolook at the cattle as I suspected
anthrax. He told me, before every officer of
No. 16 B. F. A. and No. 127 L. F. A, that he
would not do so, that I should not do so either,
as there was an Army Order that no medical
officer should look at live cattle before slaughter ;
but that after deathIcould order an officer to
inspect the meat to see if it was good.

2gth. Saw G. O. C. relative to deaths amongst
cattle.  Analysis showed fluke worms and
tubercle but no anthrax. Informed by Supply
Officer that Government did not sanction food
for animals purchased locally in the country, and
as these animals had been some days on barges
without foad, it accounted for the large number
of deaths. Told G. O. C. who took the matter
in hand.

8th February 19t5. The M. O,, goth Punjabis
reported to me that malaria was starting in his
regiment on account of dampness and that his
object was to keep men fitjand out of hospital.
J Authorised O. C. No. 127 to issue to this batta-
: Yion two pounds of quinine for grophylactic treat-

: ment. Wired to A. D. M. S. and suggested
C80AD

Discomfort of
wounded on ships.
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prophylactic doses of quinine in this battalion as
other troops at Mazera were not particularly
healthy. The A. D. M. S. wired and refused the
issue of quinine. To S. M. 0., Mazera sender’s
Prophylactic Treat- number  451-medical, 8th
ment refused : further February 1915, your 79 to:
refeence Pages 7-8.  day. The issue of prophylactic
quinine to goth Punjabis is not sanctioned by
A.D. M. S., Force. On this date the sickness in
camp exclusive of the goth Punjabis was as fol-
lows i=e-

British Troops one man

with Sciatica. .
Five Battalions of Indian

Troops we 15
Followers w 6
Total T ) ¢

gth February 1915.  Following wires receiv-
ed ;= : .

Healthy To G. O. C., Mazéra.
of garrison. In reply to your No. 70, *
8tk G. O. C. congratulates you and your medical
staff on satisfactory health results of your force
as represented.

From General Staff. 7-40 P.M,

To S. M. O.

Forwarded for information. G. O. C. recognis-
es that the excellent health results in this post,
so appreciated by the L.G.C. Division, is eatirely
due to your unceasing and skilful 'supervision.

JouN LLOYD, Bde.-Major.

Message sent by me to all battalion com-
manders and to medical officers with the follow-
ing memorandum :—

The G. O. C. most graciously attributes the
present low sick rate to my energies, but | con-
sider it as the more due to the assistance ren-
dered by medical officers and subordinates of each
service and to the loyal support rendered by all
unit commanders.

rith, M. O. of goth Punjabis reported to me
the improvement of health in his battalion under
prophylactic doses of quinine. I am sorry it
cannot be continued. The M.O. of the Royal
West Kent Regiment, which has just joined
from India, asked me if prophylactic doses of
quinine could be given in his battalion. As the
12th Bde. appears to be outside my jurisdiction,
and as A. D. M. S. refused sanction tor issue to
goth Punjabis, I could not do much in the matter.

12th February 1916. Case of Erysipelas ad-

Deficiency of Drugs. Mitted to ambulance. Wire
Further referorce, Pages  to Base Medical Stores for
14-15. anti stripto-coccus serum.
Informed by wire that there was none in the
Medical Stores. Wired A.D. M. S. and sug-
gested sending this case to Basrah in mahaila
so as to keep ships clear of infection. No ma-
hatla wassupplied : at a subsequent date the man
was sent down on a coal barge.

Received orders from A. D.M. S. that none ex-
cept dangerous cases were
to be sent to Dasrah and
that all others were to be
. treated in each field ambu~

lance. Pointed out that field units would soon
"be full of sick and that these units were not
equipped for the continued treatment of disease,
15th February /1914.0 Field ambulance sys-
tem altered ¢ No. 16 British Field Ambulance
done away with, the unit is now No, 1

condition

Using _ Field Ambu-
Iultce as General Hospi-
tal.
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Field Ambulance consisting of two sections
16 British Field Ambulance and three sections
No. 1 Field Ambulance from Kurnah,

17th February 1915. A. D. M. S. inspected

Prophylactic Qui- camp. He admitted that my
nine. reports on the floods to him
were not exaggerated. As men are, practically
speaking, sleeping in water, I advocated propMy-
lactic doses of quinine. He said quinine could
not be administered prophylactically unless the
admissions to hospital exceeded 3 per cent. He
also spoke of the expense of my suggestion,

Kurnah, 17th April 1915. Received message

No chlorine appa- from A.D.M.S. regarding the
ratus, chlorinating of water of unit.
Replied and said I had no apparatus, Received
message from A.D.M.S, regretting that no
chlorine apparatus was available. Captain Barry
reported to me the admission of five cases of 2
peculiar variety of fever which I directed to be
watched.

2oth April 1915. Fever increasing in British

Fever and Indian troops.
Troops.

23rd.  Wired to A. D. M, S, for authority to

_Prophylactic Qui- issue quinine to British and

nine sanctioned. Indian troops prophylactically
as malaria was so prevalent, Application sanc-
tioned although twice previously refused on
8th February 1915 and 17th February 1913,

May 3rd. Malaria appears to be diminishing
though prophylactic doses have only been issued
for it for about a week.

May 2oth. Surgcon-General Hathaway in-

Inspection of Kur- spected Kurnah and expressed
mah by D. D. M. 8. his satisfaction with the con-
dition of affairs, especially the complete absence ||
of flies and mosquitoes. He informed me that;
he bad heard most flattering accounts of the
place from his D. D. M, S. (Sanitation), who;
inspected on 16th instant. j

22nd May 1915. Reported to A.D.M.S. that

; three cases of scurvy had)
Seuvy starts. 4 cen detected amongst)indiau
troops also that I could not evacuate sick and
wounded to Basrah without ships suitable for
the purpose. Was informed
that ship coming up can only
take two lying down cases and I have at least
50 for transfer. Notified A. D. M. S. that one’
case (British) had died of scurvy.

26th May 1g915. A.D.M.S. inspected ambu- |
lance. Have been appointed S.M.O. of Force
proceeding through reeds in country boats.
A.D.M.S. agreed with me that the medical
arrangements under such circumstances were
difficult as there was no precedent.

27th. Got permission to evacuate sick and
wounded from field ambulance previous to its
departure to take part in actual operation, up
to date it has been a form of general hospital.

28th. Loaded a convoy of sick on boat to go
down river. Before she left, A. D. M, S. inspect-
ed her and sent back ten cases to field ambu=
lance. He never said anything to me. It makes’
matters difficult for an ambulance commander
if the cases he puts on board for evacuation are
immediately sent back to him by higher authority
when his ambulance is required for duty with
troops in active operations. :

amongst

i
Evacuation of sick,

29th. Many cases of heat stroke admitted.”

Temperature 116° F. ;
joth, Received operation orders fmz[;.l A.UD.

M.S. which were mostly wrong. dmonpst

other things I was told to establish a dressing

i Hill then in the hands of
station on Norfolk Hi :mc;eg i \heir auns on

the enemy and comm h
three other positions. Saw G. O. C. of Brigade
who authorised me touse my own judgment in
this matter and not to do as ordered by A. D.
M. S. if 1 did not approve. Many cases of
heat stroke admitted. Received orders to leave
at Kurnah two sections to receive the wounded.
My unit therefore became a combined field
ambulance and general hospital. The ice so
urgently required and so often asked for arrived
from Basrah on the * P.=4 *’; but the boat anchored
500 yards down river and did not come along
side. At midnight as nothing was done in the
matter, I got hold of a tug from Lieutenant Boltby,
R.I.M.,and got down to the “P.=4”. By 2 A.M. the
ice was in camp. The sick were supplied and all
bellums of the ficld ambulance had a supply on
board, stored in ammunition boxes in case of
sunstroke occurring during operations. Saw an
ample supply of medical comforts loaded and
packed on the 17th Brigade. Supply barge
working in conjunction with supply officer, 17th
Brigade. .

31st May 1g15. Norfolk Hill, Tower Hill and
one Tree Hill captured medical units in  dellums
kept up well with fighting force and were on
to positions dressing and evacuating wounded
(mostly enemy) within twenty minutes of cap-
ture. During the day the A. D. M.'S. wired
the O. C., r03rd Regiment from Tower Hill and
altered the line of evacuation of wounded, but
as neither brigade commaunder nor myself were
informed, the order was not complied with.
11-45 received orders from A. D. M. S. to stand
still at Tower Hill until reinforced by two sec-
tions No. 2 F. A. '

June 1st. Brigade moved off at 5-15 A.M.
poling and paddling in the direction of Baran.
Reinforcements of A. D. M. S. not yet arrived.
Sent on some medical ée/lums and remained at
Tower Hill waiting for reinforcements and
orders.

7 AM. Moved off without either orders or
reinforcements and picked up brigade.

2-30 P.M. Arrived Baran. Brigade got orders
to embark on ships and go up river. No orders

 for medical unit from A. D. M. S. Reported to

Brigade Commander that I had made my way
so far without orders from A, D. M. S. was told
to continue doing the same. Embarked unit on
“Por”,

June 2. Arrived at Ezra’s Tomb. Met by
A.D. M.S. Received four contradictory verbal
orders in about 5 minutes. Captain Crookshank,
ILM.S,, was present at that time.

Numerous cases of sun stroke as British

Sick and troops on troops were on iron decked
open barges. barges without head cover.
Received orders to transfer from ‘P.-1 '’ to an’
open barge all personnel, equipment and sick.
No boat could be got to tow barge to the right
bank of river where ambulance was ordered to
disembark. In the interest of sick I made fre-
.quent applications to A.D.M.S. for tug.

\q |
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_6P.M. Nothing done, field ambulance with
sick is the only unit lelt on barges, All others
have been disembarked.

ard. Ambulance staff working all night on
cases of heat stroke. Made cfforts from day-
break to A.D.M.S. to get atug. He appears
to have nro influence with any department.
A.Q.M.G’s department prepared to shift anyone
before sick, even Turkish prisoners.

94A.M, I could not in the interests of those under
refiain any longer on barge, As I could not
g€t towed to right bank, I disembarked on left
Jank without orders and also pitched camp
Avithout orders.

! 10 A.M. Received orders from A.D.M.S. to
get sick and equipment into bellums and bring
them across to right bank. It was impossible
to comply with this order as there were but few
bellums available and a cross passage with over-
loaded dellums with a five mile tide running
would in all probability have resulted in many
being drowned. As a shumal (a gale of wind)
was blowing at the time, I had to refuse to obey
his order.

10-45. Brigade Commander, Brigadier-Géne-
ral Hill Climo, came to see me relative to the
condition of affairs, He told me as regards
further orders of the A.D.M.S. I was to obey
them or not, just as I considered advisable. If
1 did not consider them to be for the benefit of
sick and efficiency, [ had his authority to refuse
to obey them in his name.

11-30. A.D.M.S. visited ambulance. He was
most affable and made no remark about my
refusal to obey his order issued at 10 A.M. He
spove in the most flattering terms of the work
done by the field ambulance with the &ellum
squadron during the attack, of which he said he
had been informed by the Brigade Commander.

4th June, Allsick were cleared off “P.-4’’ acting

Sick as a clearing hospital and

evacuated to the front ~ taken over by my unit.

instead of rear. This was evacuating wound-
ed from a clearing hospital to field ambulance.

Took them over, operated on Turkish wounded,

many cases of sun stroke treated. Later, re-

ceived orders for unit to move up river and to
take all sick with it. This meant evacuating
from the lines of communication to the front.

cases that had originally been taken over from a

clearing hospital. Informed A.D.M.S. that in

my previous experiences in war I had never

“Sick and wounded

I | seen worse medical arrangements and that I

could not be responsible for lives of sick men so
treated.
8th. Having waited for four days with every-
thing packed up, unit at last embarked on “P.-1"
and proceeded to Amarah,
toth. Arrival at Amarab, Camped in an
orange grove and before 1 had time to have toe
ground cleared, I got orders to take on large
numbers of sick.
12th. Pitched camp and took in sick. Re-
ceived telegram from my two sections in Kurnah
asking for assistance as there were 198 cases
under treatment. Forwarded wire to A.D.M.S.
as I had no one to send.
13th, Received wire from sections in Kurnah
. saying that there were 28
Sun stroke and no ce. cazesgnow under treatmen{
and that in spite of urgent wires to Basrah for
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ice none had been r hat
Jcat-stroke were dying in consequenze:
could do was to repeat wire to A.D.M.S.
16th. Saw Supply Officer with.rcferencc.to
Failure of Hospital hospital supplies, Was 1n-
Food Supply. formed that S. & T. were
deficient of milk, bovril, in fact everything in
the way of medical comforts, with the exception
of beer, brandy and port win€ which were no use
in treatment of cffects of the sun. As I had
myself seen ample supplies loaded on Brigade
Supply barge before leaving Kurnah on May 3oth,
| asked what had become of themand was 1n=
formed that the A.D,S. & T. objected to brigade
medical supplies being carried, that this should be
done by the divisional supply authorities and
that the hospital supplies had been left behind
in error.
18th. Practically nofood suitable f::)r pa‘.]t&en:s
§ Food for under treatment. rote
p.ﬁfﬁffge of Food fo and wired S. & T. who did
not answer letters or wires, but came and apolo-
gised verbally for shortage. On this date,
including my sections at Kurnah, there were 650
cases under continued treatment in No. 1 Field
Ambulance with an authorised holding capacity
of only 125 and witha considerably reduced staff.
Informed by A.D.M.S. that D.D. M.S. had decid-
ed that no cases were to be transferred from
Amarah, Wrote A.D M.S. as follows privately :—

eceived and that cases of

Dear Colonel, Funerbth, 1915

When the 22nd move out that leaves a regi-
ment here without any medical officer. I shall
do as best I can, but itisa pretty good example
of what happens when field medical units are
denuded of their staff. There are a few patients
that I do not think will live under prescnt condi-
¢ioms and who I would like tosend down country,
if the embargo of D.D.M.S. can be lifted. Itis
hard to test urine without evena bit of litmus
paper but we will do our best.

P.S—If there are any inquiries after this
campaign as there were after South Africa, you
will no doubt support me in my statement that
[ did all 1 could in the interests of the sick.
To the best -of my belief three of the cases
which 1 wished to transfer from Amarah to
Basrah died some short time afterwards from
what was considered to be want of proper food
and medicines.

1gth. Saw S, & T. Corps with reference-to a :
local supply of fresh milk,

Milk Supply: A" D, M. S. visited in

'the afternoon. I told him that the fresh milk

supplied formed a clot on boiling, and that, as

well as 1 could make out, it was adulterated with

cows urine (a custom amongst Arabs), He did

not appear interested in the matter and changed -
the subject. All my officers were present. Saw

Engineers and asked them as a personal favour

to build a few more huts for sick. They are very ,
busy and doing their utmost. 140 cases of fever

and dysentery admitted from ro3rd Mahratta’
Light Infantry.

20th. Still trouble over supply of fresh milk.

Bad milk. 240 pints bagl out of 430
supplied. Notified A. D. M.
S. and asked him to get cows milked under
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proper supervision. A. D. M. S. replied to
Brigade Headquarters saying 1 had in.
formed him of the fact, thatit had nothing to
do with him that it was purely a matter for the
Brigade Supply officer. Healso requested that
I may be irformed of his decision. G. O. C,
Brig.-General Gamble, D. S. 0., C. B., wired that
he thorougtly disagreed with A. D. M. S, that
it was not a matter for Brigade Supply Officer
and that something should be done immediately.
Wrote Staff Captain regarding the want of
sweepers, 277 cases in hospital and only three
sweepers, Asked him to inform A. D. M. S. as

I would be held to be causing trouble if I did
so.

““21st. Ice supplied for use of sick for the first
time,

23rd. D. D. M. S, inspected ambulance. No
error of any sort brought to my notice. With
the greatest difficulty tins for latrine purposes
were obtained from S. and T.

. 24th, Wired Brigade Supply Depét on the
inferior quality of milk supplied, as it was inva-
riably adulterated and sour.

Wrote Staff Captain 17th Bde.

The attached telegrams forwarded for infor-

Failure of Drug mation. [ regret to have
Supply. to state that my officers
complain that they have not the wherewithal
to treat their patients and that as far as drugs
are concerned that statement is correct. I am
willing to adopt any procedure which may be
suggested and I consider this is a matter which
should be brought to the notice of the G. O.C.
as proof at any subsequent inquiry that I did
my best in the interests of the sick. There
appears to be a shortage of drugs required for
the treatment of sick and owing to the unpre-
cedented number of sick the drugs of my three
sections have been used up. There was no

shortage of authorised drugs with my field am-

bulance when it left Kurnah.

July 2. Reported to A. D. M. S. that there
was a stspicious case of enteric (British) and
asked if man could be sent to Basrah in his own
interests and the interests of the force, as man
was fit to travel. A, D. M. S. replied that he

could not be sent till his temperature was nor-’

mal. A. D. M. S. came to hospital and I again
asked to be let transfer enteric case, as man could
not be properly treated. A. D. M. S. said “ who-
ever heard of a man with suspected enteric being
sent back to lines of communication.”” I'replied
that during my service I had sent at least fifteen
or twenty thousand and that I had never before
been calied on to treat such cases practically in
the firing line for fear of infecting the lines of
communication.

Note.—I have no official record, but to the
best of my belief this case was sent to Basrah
without authority. No. 9274 Fte. Scott, 1st O,
and B. Regiment, died at 9-45 p.m, of acute
septic infection.

8th. Sent in indent for medicines which could
Failure of Drug not be complied with except
Supply. in a few instances and in
small quantities. No emitine or quinine avail-
able for issue.  No. 9716 Pte. Reynolds, 1st

/

0. and B. Regiment died in hospital of dysen- -

tery.

striking force. Orders countermanded.

gust. Started up river as S. M. O. of 16th
Brigade.

From this date to 11th of September, tlge
Tigris Force under Brigadier-General Delamain
was detached from Division, being located at Ali-
al-Gharbi, As S. M.O., with such a capable cory-
mander and staff, I got everything I wanted don?
in the interests of the sick as 1 was in a post
tion to go direct to my General which I could
not do if A.'D. M. S, was present. ’

September 11th. A.D. M. S, arrived with Dj-
visional Staff. Received operation orders, medi-

No marine trans-  cal, for force starting to-mor-
port for ambulances. row up river. The orders
were wrong. A. D. M. S. lost sight of four sec-
tions. I do not mind wrong orders, but in this
case it meant the allotment of sections to ships
and barges for transport and without authority,
naturally | could not get accommodation : up to

7-20 p.m. I had received no less than four con-,
tradictory orders from A.D. M. S.and D. A,.D. °

M.S. Eventually the A. D. M. S. left, leaving no
definite orders or instructions.

12th, Force moved off at dawn. Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Hennesy, O.C., No. 2 Field Ambulance report-
ed to me that he had made frantic efforts to get on

ships with his two sections but was only thrown

off again. My unit was waiting to embark from

daybreak. At 12-30,1 had a heated discussion with '

the Marine Transport Officer and finally ordered
him to provide transport for the medical units,

13th. Received orders to move up river with\b\( \

\ b

fomeg,

taking full responsibility for my action. Finally, 1 |

got both medical units away on the “ Mosul”
otherwise, with the exception of the two sections
marching by land, there would have been no
medical units up with fighting force. -

5 P. M. Arrived at Kol Bug and picked up
fighting force.
his medical units were nearly left behind. A. Q.
M. G. came on board and accused me before
A. D. M. S. of delaying ships, taking ships with-
out authority and some other offences. There
was some talk about reference to the G. O. C.
on the subject, but I heard no more about it and
as there were 70 cases of heat stroke to be at-
tended to I had other matters to occupy my
attention, Had the medical units not come up,
these cases would have had but poor medical
treatment. ’ :

26th. Received numerous orders from A, D.
Contradictory M. S. Saw Brigade-Major
Orders. Force “ A” Lieutenant-Colonel
Holdich and told him of my former experiences
as regards orders by A, D.M. S.in action. Point-
ed out what was likely to occur if, while on the
spot, I was to be obliged to obey orders from else-
where which may be impossible to comply with.
At alater hour the Brigade-Major informed me
that the G. O. C. had insisted that I should act as
S.M.O in the field and that I was not obliged to
comply with any orders from the A, D. M. S. un-
less they came through the Force “A” Command-

er, and that A, D, M. S. had been so inform\ed./wr"Et
\ ¢
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“poth. 2-30 A m. Force moved off from clear- zoth. D.D.M S. spoke to m§ gbm:alfi‘:\‘;
- g post into action. engagement relative to the A. D.M.S. 5

v

: ders
. no provision for carts. Cont:adlc‘tory or »
5-30 A M. Seeing that A.D. M. S, had made etc.PHC di:ccted me to send in to him all operd=

noprovision for carts I s-nt forward Captain  ionorders received mapa‘etc_'\\‘lth my remirks,
Wilson, R, A. M C., with 26 baggage carts, | did so and at a later date 1 @t them back

I
i 5, Headquarters that
930 A Mestage & from O. Cl{ Bcare; ‘;le;n[g) ugd {le g‘rﬁ"ﬂ:z;ythi dimcglw. but that
ivisi i .e carts e ¢ e D. D M. S, re . ’
E;v::r): asking for mo.¢ carts, s & ot forward i€k cate L cfere with the A D, M.S.
Tl \ ded officiall of a division.
¢ 20) These carts we'e no provided officially. . capable of givin
- {just took them from other No donbt there are many r nts :t thg
ow carts were N N de of the medical arrangeme
ot |ty remove uniis of 2ad line transport V! nce ol U ‘ as well informed as
§ Sunded. and off loaded their contente on Battle of Ctesiphon ¥ “‘1’ “te becitation that the
the ground, _Instead of objecting, the 2nd line lam. | can sy wf‘;rmslu ko, those at
transport officers were only ton willing to help. 3“'3“8"“0';55 ‘}erefour t\\olu!and wounded were
Duing the 427 L AMBY \;m)ée carts in this E:afu':t‘ed Ir::\r t);\e field to the river bank and
manner. 2 30 P M. A DA . came to post o commodalion for
and ordered my tent divisions to move forward there 3PP"-""~dht° :3 Ef::;:h Z‘;d e ocean going
to pestion. 1 obered, as 1could not get into them at Amara a ¢ back to be treated in
communication with G. U. C. When Igotupl ships, so they were \(;otu::nA ‘Lg M.S., 6th Divi-
found the ground under heavy shcll fire, there  the fielt. Asdrega\rmlsumium;s \\;rill:en ' ders bes
was no waler ; place was gquite aasuitable for a  Sion, he ssue no O tter more in
e ivision. G.0.C. ordered tent division fore the engaz{;ment. leilvllnng’to e ortanately,
to retire. 1 myself was slightiy wounded but not the.hands of officers on e ‘th; sard of Octo-
enough to interfere with my doing my dutv. during the counter at.tné? onbea;ersdivisbn o
All wounded that could be found were collected ber, he ordered mean my o equipment
and sent in by carts. The want of water was mander Lo retire, to save thi!“(‘leo;ggerganpd mcx;'
frightful for both wounded and tro ps. Fighting 3“d_!83"(‘;(_“'e "CLP‘E‘S? :‘;?‘;“ ssrdeon This order
continued till after 8 P.M. Bearer sub-divisious behiud with a sub-ass'$tad & ('1 tent
\d not rejoin was not comp\\ed\wuh. the wounded at my e
o reont d'vision were not left alone avd neglected over
29th. Moved forward without orders and gnt  night and all were saved. | attach the war
up to 17th Brigade collecting numerous wounded * diacies of two officers of my unit who were
that had been out all night. Met my bearer detached from headquarters at differeat periods
divisions and brought them on. The'men were and they go t0 prove that the medical adminis
in an awful state. But we had 1o keep advancing. tration was not all it could be. As can be seen
Arrived at 17th Brigade Headquarters at dark  from the entries made by Captain Stevenson,
with about 30 cart loads of weunded, Met by R.a.M.C, he did infinitely more himself in the
A.D.M.S. who wanted to koow ! ow many lying interests of the wounded than teo administra-
down and sitting up cases | Lad brought’ 1'had tive medical officers could do for them. The
to tell him that 1 haa not been able even to count  medical administration at Amarah, the last place
the cart loads of “',"““ded much less classify | was at, is not all it could be, but no doubt other
wounded men into sitting up and lying cown. evidence can be obtained on that point also.

e

soth Left all wounded with & D. M. S, 5 ‘ obon o : /

i . 17th Brigade Hea ‘quartcrs and marched to Kut. . .

g} Met by General Delamain on arrival who spoke. W Diary of Major Wright, 1. M.S No. 1

io flattering terms of the work done by No. A7),

?; e 1 Field Ambu'ance in action: .he said he was .

exceed‘.ngly.pleased at the medical arrangements aoth - Nay 1915 Kurtah.  2-30 P.M. Re-

| in the field itself. ported m\arrival at Kurnah to A. D. M: S, 6th

a . ti Division. Received orders to take over charge -

b | October 2. Wrote despatches and sentin the \Ston. | . g
t'* 1 names cf deserving officers and others. « C 7 Sectionj\No. 1 Field Ambulance, which with

« B section as to remain at Kurnah during

i aqrd. No less than 198 wounded left by me on th> advance on Amarah. Instructed to inform
& Wounded returned river bank to be evacuated by Capt.am Hislop, I\M. S., to report to 0.C., 22nd
bl to the ficld for tieat= A, D M. S. were sent up Punjabie, for dut with the regiment and to:
ment. river back to the field to be intorm Caprain HeN y» R A. M. C,, to remain

treated regimentally and in field ambulaoces. on ¢ P.4”" in domm

3-30 .M. Reporte
with above orders to O.
lance.

ny arrival in accordance,

gth. Brigade moved off to Aziziyah. Remained C. No. 1 Field Ambu-

behind with two sections forming a sort of _gene-
ral hospital. Collected many more British i

wounded found in the town of Kut. Staff very .~ 31st May 1915 4-30,AN, A", “D”,“ E”
busy doing many operations. . gections No 1 Field AmbNance left Kurnah,

] Took over charge of remainin@\sections. Captain
18th. D.D. M. S. arrived at Kut and authe- Wilson, R. A. M. C,, 0. C. " gection No,

rised the transter of all cases from Kuat to 1 Firld Ambulance, taken off sigk list. Made
Amarah, so men wounded on the 28th of Septem-  detailed inspection of ambulance commodation
ber at the Battle of Es-Sinnand afterwards seat  with view to taking in casualties\{rom Brit:

back to the field for treatment, were at last eva- Officers 6, British ranks so1, woun§ed Indian

cuated. officer 1, Indian ranks 55 Received Hessage in
i c8cADX ' 79 ‘
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4th Jane 1915. Had 12 punkhas put/in e
pital and entertainel coolies tO}’P“” safne. In-
formed by M. L. O, that « P.7 ”’ had cafled stop-
ping for about 15 minutes. Some sicfon board
in charge S. A. S. Shede not allg e_d to dis-
embark as General Officer on boardf wished to

pash on to Basrah.

alternoon from Captain Cruickshank, 1. M. S.,
that ¢ Bahrein’’ was bringing down from front
6 Indian ranks wounded and 1 dead.

4-30 P.M, “ Bahrein” arrived with following
sick and wounded: British officers 1, British
ranks 1, Indian ranks 6, Indian dead 1, Enemy

7 P. M. Seventeen sepoys 48th Pioneers fe- sth June 1915 3 p.M. “ Salimi f* arrived en

«<eived from front effects of sun. sonte  Amarah, Sent S. A §. Shede and
Russool Shah forward. Despatched 18 dozen o

snda 1 case and 4 blocks of ice for use of No. 1
and No. 2 Field Ambulances. Difcharged 5 men

117th furnished fatigue parties for am to “Espiegle ”.Major Cook Young, 1.M.S., arrived
work, 1st June 19:5. 5-30 AM. anfbulance with staff of nursing orderlied to superintend
mahailas arrived at Lanyon with following the emba kation of sick anj wounded _from

sicl;( and wounded : British officers £, l?ritish Kurnah.
Tan i adia g nem . .
3; wzu:lé’eé?gli:aznks 6 Indian deag, y 5-30 P.M. ¥P.6” arrived franl Ez.a’s Tomb with
o e sick. Had telegraphic orflers to disembark
1st June 1915. Kurnah 11-30 A.M. “P-6"’ arrived them at Kurnah, Receivefl subsequent orders
off Fort Fry, Only enough space gh board for ¢ Major Cook Young, EfM. O, to leave these
about 30 sick. M. L. O.informefl me that she /oo on board and to cgrbark any other sick
could not come alongside w arf.  Captain which were ready at 5-30°f.M. on 6th June 1915.
Wgson put on board for Basrah. /British oﬂsice;s Captain Wilson, R. A. M.[C., placed on sick list.
3: British ranks 24 (12 stretchet cases). Soda : . - : tes.
put on board for siék- D. D. M. S. on board O.C. 117th furnished fatigue parties '
«could not send medical attendanf as numbers re- 6th June 19:5. 5-30fAM. Sent following
maining in_ambulance were gk follows: Eritish = sick to wharf and handed them over to E. M. O::
officers 5, wourded officer 1,/ British ranks 141, British ranks 4, .Indian rfnks 3, Enemy 1.
Indian ranks 104, Enemy f1. Only one case . ;
requiring sick attendant put pn board. ¢ P, 6" 6th June 1915. Kurgah. 4P.M. Orders re-
ceived from E. M. O. tp send sick for Basrah on
Hetween 5-30 and 7-30 P-M.

ambulance. Gave permission to use « P.
her way to Basrah for evacuation of sick/O. C.

left at 1 pP.M,
board the “Muzuffri”
12 Noon.  Major Coolf, 1. M. S., Captains Had 85 cases for trangfer. Sent some stretcher
Fraser, I. M. S., and Mc Cyeary, R. A. M. C, left cases and most of fitting cases to wharf in
Kurnah in ambulance mglhazias (all three offi- charge of nursing orderly. ~ Some of these cases
cers not very fit) taking jce and sodas for O. C. -had to come back agS. M. O. ‘cund that there
No. 1 and No. 2z Field Ajbulances. - was not room for ajl to sleep on board, Re-
) . ceived orders to puf remainder on at 4 AM. on
6 p.M.“P.5” arrived wifh following Silef British 7th June, 19135, % ve E. M. O. soda, ?ce, medi-
officer 1 (Captain Frasfr, . M.S,), British ranks  cines for the nighty O, C., 117th, furnished fati-
& 11, Indian ranks 11. $ot permission from 0. C., gue parties. ' ’
e; ,L, 117th, to utilise a large hut in his lines for ex-
| B £ ‘tension of ambulanfe. O.C. i1;th furnished 7th June 191504 AM. Got remaining cases
' F i - fatigue parties for tife day. on board “Muzfffri”” Numbers of ‘sick were:
| ] . ) . ) . British officers 4f British ranks 4, Indian offi
i 2nd June 1915. fConsiderable time fpent ' 3, Indian ranks fand followers zg.’ Handed ;:eri
§ ! redressing and gperating on enemy wounded. g, soda afid ice to S.-O. for u i
B ] Number in ambufainc 378. Wired A. D. M. S. y -0. for use of sick. N
: 6th Division, forfboat to clear ambulancé. Re- 6 AM. “M « 3
E 5 ceived message/ to act in communication with M. 7 uzuffd if“ for Basrah.
i | I.G. C . 5 P.M. Rbe_ oved 18 Turkish sick and I dead
| . ' .. .~ from steel byrge in river, in which they were
v 5-0P.M. ‘P4 " arrived with following sick; Bri< 1).¢h over ded :
British ranks 28, several cises |ear. fowded and suffering from effects of .

tish officer 1, A
showing mayked effects of heat with hfper-

ring ice-packing. 8th Jung 1915, “T 2 ” arrived from front with

pyrexia req
. ., Tukish pfisoners. No room for sick. * p.g '
3rd Jure/1915. Kurnah. 7-30 AM, “ Salimi” arrived [fom Basrah with ice for ambulzImCGes
ort Fry. Puton board for Basrah : ¢ould notf send any forward to Amarah as no -

g

arrived at
{ British offfcers 2, British ranks 58, wounded boat ool | )
] ; : goihg. One sepoy and .one Turk died
! officer 1f, Indian ranks 3§, Enem . e .

«Salmif lefiat 1 .o, ’ y 37 Il;};;i)ge;e;;rexm. 0. C. 117th furnished necessary

3rd June 1915. Kurnab. 2-30 P.M. makaila oth fune 1915. 6-30 A.M. Put ia
arrivedfat Lanyon with following sick : British ranks, followgerg, 173Turkisl.1 si:k ;ﬁ {)?Jilraan
| ranks 26 Indian officers 1, Indian ranks 48, « Blogde Lynch " in charge ward orderl ich
severaf bad cases with hyper-pyrexia requiring  soda. [She left at 7-30 A.M. Yook

1 g ice packs. S. _ A. 8. Russool Shah came
down/with the sick and got left behind as ths 1 PM. “Salimi ” arrived from front with I sece

[ “Shghab” went cff “immediatcly ; the other tion d. C. H. under Ca tain Hend i
A . - Lot ry and
bringing the mahaila to Lanyon, O, C, t17th ide and soda on b%ard No iZe recesilvi:lii

fury ished fatigue partigs for the day. from Basrah.
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