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General Sir Edmunad Barrow



MesopAotamia Commission,
28, Abingdon Street,

Westminster.

27 _27,.7 1917.

Dear Sir:-

I shall be much obliged if you will return

to me the enclosed corrected proof of yhe evidence

(a}aa~7ﬁNVUwgabatczn%ciirwo~und%uu jn Meferernce )

which you gave befere the Mescpotamia Commission,
with youf signature duly appended at the foet, in

order that we may be assured that you approve and

otions which have been made.

s

are cognisant of the corre
I beg to remain,

Your obedient Servant,

ALty
5 M y‘s,?“v‘; .
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Wh@ &ur&mma he asks mé to say thet he is unable
fm X@ miw in your case the rule to vmz* the Commission
\ \&x ‘hroughm adhere, and whieh is ing enforced upon

lhm by Aet of Parliament that all aridwea given
before them is to remein on record.
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Mesopotamia Commission,
28, Abingdon Stroet,
Westminster.

J/53.

March 8th 1917.

Dear Sir Edmund Barrow,

Thank you for your letter. I accept all

your corrections except the parts you propose to delete

in answers 28449-51; I agree that thef¢are not very

relevant, but I am afraid I have not any diseretion

as to deleting such evidence.

e =

General Sir Edmund Barrow

India Office.
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General Sir Edmund Barrow

India Office



/ | )]

March 8%h 1917.

?eax Sir Edmund Berrow,

Thank you for youxlletter. I accept 2ll
your eorrections except t%a parts you propose 1o delets
in answers 22449-51; i}égfae £hat £hey are not very
relewant, but}I am afraid I have not any diseretion iz

as to deleting such evidence.

Genersl Sir Edmpumd Barrow

India Office.

(Ravricw T S8 T |




J/33

21.2.1917.

Dear Sir Edmund Barrow,

The telegrams I referred to in our conversa-
tion this morning as to which the Commission may wish to
know whether they were laid before the Holderness Committee
are as follows:=-

(1) No 30 in Mr.Collier's blue book
(2) the following:~-

"From the G.0.C.,Force "D", Kut-el-Amarah,
To the Chief of the General Staff, Simla No 766-28-Q
Dated 9th October 1915.

Urgent. \

Your telegram 2nd October No.S.23127. When may I ex~
peet to receive river craft. Ships drawing over 3 feet 9 in.
now useless above Kut-el-Amarah and navigate lower reaehegd ;
with difficulty and frequent groundings. This applies to |
all P.Class ships. Please procure quickly some powerful §
light drsught tugs or sternwheelers in India whieh will serve |
present needs and thereby greatly strengthen military opera- |
tions which are very seriously impeded. This is a very |
urgent need."” *

As to the first of these telegrams we already
have the explanetion contained in the following letter: I
suppose thereffre it will only remain for you to say that
you did not in faet see the telegrams.

So far as I know the 2nd. of the two telegrams
was never sent to the Indis Office, if this is so, thexy
this will be your rerly. As I mentioned to you, it is of
ecourse not certain that these points will be put to you,

I am merely giving you a friendly warning in advance in cas¢
they should be.

We shall expect you at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday the
27th unless we hear to the contrary from you. A formal
notice will sent to you.

General Sir Edmund Barrow

India Office
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© 21.11.1916
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My dear Siz Edmunﬂ Barrow, 9
ﬂany thankq for yaur 1ctter with the Soane

(e,

telegraas: I quite ag;ae tha# they are not pertinent to

the guestioa of the Advance on Baghdad 1n Octoher -

Hovember 1915, and I do not think we need earry the

maetter any further.

General Sir Edmund Barrow

Militery Depertment
India Offiao.
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D/80
October 18th 1916

Dear Sir Edmund Sarrow,
In sccordance with your desire I read to the

Commission yesterday,your letter of the 16th inst. as %o the omission
of certain telegrams from the collection sent in by the India Office

t0 the Commission.

I em desired by the Commission to say thet they quite aecept
end understand the explanation which you give in your letter as to the

causes of the omissions in guestion. At the same time I am to say

thet the Commission will be glad if you would have the papers gt the

Indie Office ecarefully re-emamined with & view to forwarding to the
Commission eny other relevant documents which may have been accident-

ally omitted from those previously sent in.
The Commission do not at present think it necessary to adopt

the suggestion which you kindly made thet I should come over to the
India Office and personslly examine the papers.

7ith kind regards,

Yours sineerely,

Generel Sir Edmund Barrow

Indie Office

Wﬁza:;@ <



ITEHALL, S.W.,

15th October 1916.
Q‘*\W

My dear Mr.Duff,
With reference to the omission to provide the

Mesopotamian Commission with

(1) Telegram No. H. 6022 of 3rd July 1915 and

(2) Telegram No. H. 91256 of 14th November 1915.

I understand that the Commission. are much perturbed by these
omissions and blame me for them! If that is so I must in
justice to myself explain the omissions.

When I was called on to prepare papers I recognized
the importance of exercising a careful selection so as not
to flood the commission with a mass of unimportant or
irrelevant papers I therefore at the expense of much time
and labour personally examined all the files in the War
section of this Office and ticked off every document that
I thought might be useful to the Commission for the purposes
of their investigation.

Telegram (1) was not among those papers. It was
dealt with in the 'General Registry' as a matter connected
with the deficiency of the Medical Service in India.

Anyhow when a year later I had to collate the Mesopotamian
papers I had,not unnaturally, forgotten this particular

telegram, while it never occurred to me to search the General
Registry

1€




Registry as all War business was ordinarily dealt with in the

Jar Sectiopn under my special supervision.

I now find that on the 6th July 1915 that telegram
was forwarded under my signature to the War 0ffice with
reference to the requirements of India, and the War Office
reply was to the effect"that 16 Lieutenants Royal Army
lledical Corps will be sent to India."

I trust that this explanation will satisfy the

1 3 N nl ‘ .
Commission, and we can 8f course &f desired send you the two

letters in question.

As regards (2) I can only suppose the omiséion was
accidental or that I omitted it as irrelevant to the objects
of the Enquiry which I understood to be connected with the
Military disaster and the collapse of the Transport and

Medical arrangements on the Tigris. A discussion in
November 1915 regarding a railway to Nasiriyeh on the
Euphrates did not seem to me to have much bearing on those
questions.  If every aspect of the campaign has to he
investigated it will entail the submission of an enormous

mass of additional documents. I believe that I submitted

every essential paper in the War Section, but if you have any
doubt the best course will be for you to come over here and
examine our papers when I think you will be satisfied that

unless I had used some discrimination the Commission would

have

1€
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have been flooded with irrelevant matter.
I did my best to save you trouble and I can only
express my regret to Lord George and the Commissioners if I

failed to meet their requirements. I beg that you will put
this letter before them.

Yours sincerely,

P -

1€
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. .rium be addressed to—
The Under Secretary of State for India,
o Military Department,
e W TIndia Office, ’
) London, S. W,
b nd the following reference quoted :—

YA

further communioation on this subjeot

M. 40Q767.

TELEPHONE : LO. Extension No

Telegraphic Address :
RETAXANDUM, LONDON.

Sir,

INDIA OFFICE,

Soer e

With reference to your letter of the 29th September

2y

WHITEHALL,
LONDON, 8.W.

&
q-October 1916.

No.D.38, I am directed to forward for the information of the

Mesopotamia Commission a copy of the marginally noted

F¥rom General Officer Commandin

dated Hth August 191D.

Torce "DV

From Government of India dated 1Bth

To Government of India,
From Government of India dated 24th July

November 1915.

dated 17th Jul

1916

to these telegrams certain others hav
from the Government of India on the same subject for transmission
and containing information

to Ur. J.B.Brunyate, C.S.I.,C.I.E.,

Wthl he will place before the Conmission when he appears before

it.

time of his examination and they are therefore not included in the

collection now sent.

The Secretary,

21945,

lesopotamia Commission,
28 Abingdon Street,
Westminster.

o

I am, Sir,

telegraphic correspondence

on the subject of the

construction of Railways in

Mesopotamia.

e recently been received

Vir. Brunyate proposes to hand these telegrams in at the

Your obedient :j;i:iig/,z

In addition




.~..‘l..n§ 25 ?1/4»
- Sept. 19th 1916.

Deexr Sir,

In reply to your telephone
nessage of this ﬁsrning. please find
enclosed copy of first corrections
which you made in your ‘evidence.

I shill be much obliged if you would
return this copy with the other, es

gonn &8 corrected.

g4y Edmund Barrow




B 78

28 8 1916

The ssistent Seorstsry begs to
soknowledge with thanks the receipt
of Genersl Sir Bamund Barrow's
second letter to-day, with Proof of
2nd.Day's evidence,

General Sir Edmund Beyrow
e¢/o lMrs,VWoolsey~Butler
Hilestomn
Co. Louth
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M mmgglf0PY OF THORME FiON SWORTTARY OF STATE T VICEROY, ;;;
DRPARTHENT,
1[4/
1702«

N/34909+
Please telegraph for information of Mesopotamian
tommiesion total strength of effectives, combatants only,
in ¥esopotamia on following dates.
18t December 1914.
st Hay 1915,
1st September 1915.
1st October 1915,
1ot November 1915,
1st Degember 1915.
1st Januery 1916

lst February 1916,
Aso totel officers and men of Indian Voluntesr

Corps employed in the field out of India since wi® began.

fer e '



7,

\ Any further communication on this subject )

P be addressed to—
The Under Secretary of State for India,

ey o S INDIA OFFI CE, 2P

India Office,

London, 8. W.
and the following reference quoted :— WHITEHALL,

M. 54470,

TELEPHONE: LO. Extension No.

Telegraphic Address : : st 1916.
RETAXANDUM, LONDON. 19t Auga

LONDON, S.W.

Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 17th August No.B.23, on the
subject of the reports made by Colonel Sir George Buchanan and
Surgeon General Macneese, I am directed to inform you that the

Government of India have been requested, by telegraph, to despatch

-
§
i

copies of any reports to this country.
I am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

9

Military Secretary.

General

The Secretary,
lesopotamia Cormission,
28, Abingdon Street,

v Vestminster,

17640,
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B.22

| Augel7.1926s

| T cm desired by the Chairman of the sbove Commiscion
somtmtmmermﬂdmm Wmsix George
- mey Cheirmgn of - the Port Trust at Bnngnon, was sent
b;v the Ccvernment of Tndis to Basra, to edviee mwrmpﬂ

" on the Port eand Hailisy facllities.
Tord George lnmilton also gathers mw papers

To@ s ”?
Fa®

whloh hwm Veen @ubmitied by the Inﬁia offtee, thet Snrpgeon
amu fﬁaenewa wes alesc sent by the Government of Indie
to Megsopotemlia te re@o%»mn the mdian}. axrﬂn&mmts there,
«_ Lord @aorm desires ué to say t!mt he wévld be glad
to be snpyuo& w:ush eopac%"‘* Sﬁ-%»ﬁbwgo'ﬂmham% rc@mw
‘Bmgbcnnﬁewamwneeee 8 regortabwe referred to.
It would be convenient if twelve copies of eech
- document could be mpliﬂ for the uae of the Commisgion,
I beg to remain, A
P ;Zou:r obedient servant,

Segretary.

Mi1itary Department
India Office.
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nooBaa,
ff Telephone.Victoria 4066.
A Referring to Letter M.33409.

MBSOPOTAMIA COMMISSION,

28. Abingdon Street.

August 15th 19164

Dear Sir,

1 am receipt of your lettor of thewith;insg.

and thenk you for semne.
I beg to remain, -

Yéur dﬁedlent aerfaﬁt.

Secredary.

" gne Under Ecoretsry of Stete for Tadie,
kﬁilit”ry Department,

Indie office,

London, = Sl
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| 28, Abingdon “treets

iy
o

M% A6 ) pll@mad
R August 1oth 1916.

Dear Sir Edmund Barrow,

\ ﬂ?"'ﬁm i %’“ *"‘fe

e A anq}&sqﬁou a8 mw a‘t *ﬁhe notiao of our
WWI
{} have & uﬁﬂ# yﬁvw

meeting on Iuonﬂ&y }?ext. We shal

{ ,ﬁ g,w P hr T -

.&w Tt 170
buaimas»*’to Bﬁart with, but how 10;;15- yiu willw take I
f aipl, }‘" Q? ot

. ‘P‘ A Agr f ﬁm w @‘dﬂz dﬂ: 5% coee
eamnot say. It ‘¢111 be well, therefore, I t%nk. for
WL‘A& [y y & B

g;buﬁm baﬂgﬂs &hﬁ %ﬁ‘Be ﬁ“g! Ld‘r&f vary ahertly’ a:mer 11.30.

qu& fme Eémﬁfm hma‘;ku o s&y"‘&h&’ﬁ“ w is

17 B

guite wil:l.ing, ’;.:f it auita your eonvenienoe, for you to

//

heve one ﬁ&'m zmé‘lstantn in (hha room with you to help

Q P teor. hoirin """) L)
you find papara ete. I ought perheps to add that as the

Comnission hava ‘ﬁractipﬁllg» de’m@ %0 m}a 811 evidence
§ o G et oy .

£

on oath, m w:ul probebly be necessary for me to "sweaer

you botom you giw you,r aviaenge.
I?’Mﬁg ﬂ "ﬁ’“ﬂy b%ﬁher wey in which I cen
csslsd m, ﬂll y@wﬁmﬂ# 1let me knp%‘ s . “Ww e
‘I beg to remein,
Your obedient servant,

Secretary.

]

 8ir Hdsund Barrew,
Militery Secretery.
India Office.
| | 8.W.d







Any further communication on this subject

Yt N

should be addressed to—

| ‘NI " IC ‘
The Under Secretary of State for India, INDIA OFFIC E’ é &‘\T)
Military Department, 7 |
India Office, WHITEHALL,
London, S.W.
and the following raference quoted :— LOND ON’ S.W.

M.

33409,

TELEPHONE : 1O, Extension No,

12th August, 1916,

Telegraphic Address :

RETAXANDUM, LONDON.

Dear ir. Duff,

We have received a telegram from the
Government of India stating that a supply of copies of the
Report of the recent Commission on Medical de.
arrangements in Mesopo{:amz’a, together with the Commander
in Chief's memorandum on the subject, were sent home by
the mail of 28th July. Copies of the Appendices
containing the evidence were despatched by the P.& 0.
8.8, "Mandala" which left Bombay on 6th August.

Yours sincerely,

z% @ (eneral,

Military Secretary.

R,G, Duff Fsq.,

Local Govermnment Board,

17090,



