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Mesopotsmia Commission Report.

Wemorandum by the Separetary of State far ¥ar,

The Army Bourcil conaidered the extraect from the decisions

of the Wer Cabinet 179(2), the Judge Advacate-General heing %
present throughout the procesdings.

They were of opinion that all the Officers in quecstion
should be given an opportunity of giving evidence on oath and

callling witnezses in their defence in answer to those parts

of the Report by which their conduet is iwmpugned, and having

been advised by the Judge Advoente=Gensral that no eharge
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should be preferred ngainst any of them until a Court of Incuiry

hag heen held, the Council decided to give orders forthwith

for =teps to be taken to hodd such ingquiry whiqh #ill be in

publiec unless at anv particulsr stage the Court in the publie
¢ upder- -

g ot intereat otherwise determines. A civil legsl assessor who
rETilous

| HaT sho.ld, if possible, be a Judge of the High Court, should ue
. avpointed to assist the Géurt. and either the Law Officers of
the Crown or Counsel nominated by the Attorney-General should
present the orgse to the Court.

ﬁs & prelimin&ry-tu a Court Martisl a "summary of evidence"”
must by law be taken, which would entail thﬁ:p?ﬁﬁﬂﬂnﬁ af zll
witnesses, both Tor the prosecution and the defenage. Ey mennsg
of a Zourt of Fnquiry the ceses can hbe more exXpeditiously d¢#1£
with, and it will ﬂivﬂ.thﬂ officers concerned the nppﬁrﬁunity
of defending themselves agrinst chargzes of incompetence.

in any ease in which the evidence would juetify charges,
and such a course were thought proper, the offiger econcerned
could be tried by Cpurt Martisl., For this purpose it would

Nowever he necessary to teke legislative action to extend the

provision
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provision of Section 16l of the Army Aoi, under which trial

must be commenced within 3 yeara from the dute of the offence.

The Army Council is however advised that such a nﬂursé iz open
to grave obLjention. '

In any cese in whieh it may e found that the evidenae
taken at the Court of Bnguiry will not legally support any
charge, the Council will sonsider whether any other aection i-
requirém

In the event of a fourt Hartinl thé prep&rﬁ#ion of the
ease will be entrusted to the Treagury Snllcitaf;ﬁwhﬂ wili also
be requested te assist the ¥ilitary Authorities in connection
with the Court of Enguiry.

The expense of Counsel who may be emplayed riurin;.r, any

of thege prqceéﬁingﬁ by the officers whose conduet has baen

impugned. should be charzed against ths publie.
- The Council propose to sppoint to- ha the President of

the Court of Pnquiry General Sir Leslie Rundle, G.C,H.

DEREY.

- 7th July, 1917,
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