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July 6th., 19017,

pear Sir John Nixon,

1 have now gone into the question of your
jetter of the 3rd instant, in which you complain that the
commission have made MmO preference to & note affixed by you to your
evidence, in which you controvert your answers to questions 11967
and 119068, I find that & proof of your evidence about this
(which was talken on the 15th of November) wes sent to you for
correction early in December, and returned sorrected but not
gigned by you. In the proof 8o corrected no note, such as you
have since inserted, appeared. inasmuch, however, as the proof
was not signed by you, We returned to you for signature a further
printer's proof embodying the corrections which you had already
nade. Thie further proof was, I gather from your letter, not
peturned to us with the note in question until some date in llaroh.

A witness is not sllowed a second opportunity
of correct;lng his evidence, and had it been brought to the notice

of the Secretary that you had made further alterations nearly Tive |

months af ter your examination in a proof vhich was returned to

|

you merely for signature, the matter would have been brought to

the notice of the Commission. Unfortunately, however, your

signed, corrected proof containing the note in question was put

on one side until it ghould be necessary to gend 1t to the printer

for final proof . But had the matter come pefore me, I doubt if

1 could have accepted the interpretation which you put upon certal

certain of your answers by substituting the word "them" for "it."
guch an interpretation upsets the purport of my question No. 11986
and in fact to make your answer f£it in to Lord Donoughmore's

question No. 11957 you have to alter the question iteself.
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I do not\ think, however, that the omission from
our Report of this somewhat late disc'laimor on your part,
really affects the Commigsion's judgment in the matter
inasmuch as you have accepted the responsibility of the
telegram and have explalned to us, in passages which we have
referred to in the Report, what was in your mind at the
time the telegram was sent.

However, I am most anxious that “you should not
feel that we have, even unintentionally, in any way mis-
interpreted your evidence, and I have therefore arranged
that in the coples of the evidence which we have seni to
the Goverrnment your note shall be ;ncludeda

e |

General Sir John Nixon, K.C.B,, A.D.C:
Sedlescombe.
Bussex,
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Dear- Siry« -

?Ih reply tn‘y&ur.lﬁttortéi February 8th

‘% am directed to say that Hajor

4 ad L FT At & i, . -
being copied and circulated 40 the Commission.

A
o3

I beg to remaln,

Your obedient Servant,

R
&

ELW

Apsisteant Seeretary

General Sir John Nixon
The Manor House
Sedlescombe

wiiilian‘a letter i
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£24.11.1916.

Desr Sir Johm Hixon,
Your telephone mes

you had mot received any

sage of this Qééning inform=-
proofs of your evidence.

ing me that
1 £ind that we slresdy have & proof of your

Firet Day's evidence corrected by you, and my staff assure

me thet your Second and Third Deys' evidence was alse sent.

in ease, however, these two latter days' evi-

dence may have been mislaid in the post, I am forwarding

another eopy for the faviny of your correctionm.

General Sir John Hixon
Phe Manor House
fedles ombe
Sussex.
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November 3rd 19;6

Dear Sir John Nixon,

The Commission have mmea to hear what you wigh
%o say on your "Hesds of Evidence™, on Bovember 7th, and
will, therefore, be glad if ymi will Ye in sttendance at’
Committee Room 4, Homse of Lords, on' mt day at 11,30 8.1,

I will forward,to the address you giwe-in Town, ' J
|
| your Statemett on Sir E.Barrou'a oviﬂanec, as soon as it |
: comes from the printers. pre LAy S
I beg %o femein, » ;o w
Your obedient Servant,
§ \‘-TV.W_A:‘.,' ' ® I ‘
b hAY YU

- Appigtant Sec.
Genersl Sir John Nixon A '

v,
The Manor House lan. AV e W
¥ M

Sedlescombe ~ 2 pory \ ny 4

Sussex,










‘discussing the policy efidvance
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Bovember het.1916.
* Y Be2 ¥ x‘, ‘ &[}j;” y
Dear 31;. g [§ | ;

I should esteen it a great favour it
opy of your Notes on ttenera

t to the printdr's immedlately.
ur Statement on the Me

wculd you be so ¥{58 as to correet it, and

me the typewritten ¢
go that I can send 1
enclose & proof of yo

have it back by returm.

T have inspected the fi
ems between lare

,given in your insgructions of the

ean fipd mo telegrom or telegr

24th liareh.

of the telegrame 116, end 177 i
enclose herewith copies of telegr
smmnition, which I trust are wha

I believe there was ano

to see, but I am afresid thet General Duff's 3
without & few furiher particulers;

hands on them,
let me have these I will ,ask them
.1

I beg to remsin,

Your obedient Servant, ;"”}1 fr

£t

t hove to be able to forwerd you t
n the Yellow Book, and I beg to

ou eould return
Baxrrow's evidence,
I also

dical Arrangements;

if possible, let me

1es at the India Offige, and ‘
h 10th and 24th, 1915

o-morrow the full text

ams on High Explosiveg Shells and
t you were asking for.

ther series which you were anxious
taff eannot lay their

if you eould .

0 mske another search.

N {(&“ &
;? o i ) A
4 " ;;: )ﬁ::»i“‘j?!‘. e y o i 7
General Sir John Wizon foywt 1
The Manor House

Sedlescombe

Sussex.
, ~ | U bad e
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Ootober B7th 1916,

pear Sir John Hixon,
The Documents you asked me ¥0
The Seoretary of State's pelegram of

got for you=

the 4th Dec. H¥o.0248.
1.

Please 960 thise enclosed.

1I. Telegran from Se0.0%

ent to
the end of April 1915, pugpesting that 10,000 men might be 8

Ahwas.
We cannot trece gnything 88 to this,
Yellow Book Collection, which 48 dated July, and only

other than Talegran 162 4in the
yefors t0

2,000 men. Query = Hes the 8,000 beoome 10,000 in oourse of
trensmiseion py Telephone or pelegraph? |
111, Telegrams from )¢ Indiay es B0 High Bxplosives and Ammunition
are being hunted up by puff's Staff and will be forwarded to you
' ghen I get them.

Iv. payagroph 26 in your "Heads of BEvidence”s
Is not your reply to the India Office 28 to questions on Medical
Arrangements that which 18 printed on pege 84 of Vol.II of the
Appendice® to the Vincent-Bingley Report?

I have provisionally erranged with the Commission thet
they will esk you to appesr on Tuesday November 7¢h, end will then
give you 8n opportunity of saying ell you widh to say on your
nHesds of Evidence”! thie will then be taken down verbatim and
printed, end the Commission will in the succeeding week crousoominq
you on what you have said on Hov.7th, and also on the other Ststemenﬁ"

of Evidence which we are heving printed for you.

Genersl Sir John Nixon
The Menor House
Sedlescombe.
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implies that we shall on
and allow you
examination

Thie arrangement, of course,
ov.Tth onl¥ deal with your "jends of Evidence",
o bave your full o8y OF thet without putting & oroes-
the suocedding week.

groed over

questione until
ia the gubdtance of what we &

1 think this

the telephone.
your re-

1 shall be glad %0 ha

gtatements on the Vincent-Bingl
you are now engaged.

vye as soon 88 possible

ey Report aend on Barrow's

sdited

Evidence, upon whieh 1 understand

Believe me,
Yours feithfully,

T U




Copy-

Sedlescombe

23rd Oet.1916.

Sec.

MesoPOtamia Commission.
t of my statement,

I am obliged for the printed copy of paf

g and corrections and trust

ara 10 of "River

for correction. 1 have made alteration

you will have them ? . Please 1lo0k at P

peak of en ahalysis peing"here” .
ix - is that 807

steamers”. I 8 I presume you are
teking it out and putting it in as an append
jke you to print

I enclose you & further paper whieh I would 1

and let me seée & proof 1f you will.

Your question as to the three $f typel-written gtatements-

you ssked me to meke out.
there?
d be oral: these?are evidently

rhe Heads of Evidence is what 1 thought

thet mg evidence on these points woul

matters which have not been made clear to the commission and could I

not address them on these? Some maetters I put down would perhaps not

reguire entering into now.
As regards my comments on Barrow's evidence he seemed to me to

suggest the wrong conelusion so often, and to contradict himself that

I must in my own interest call attention to them, and in theg same

menner the Vincent-Bingley Report.
I will talk to you over the telephone to-day and settle about it.
1f not I will come up o1 Wednesday.
Yours sincerely

John Nixon.

—
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Oot.23rd.1916

pear Sir John Bixon,

In accordance with our telephone gonversation

this morning, 1 am returning to you your two typed state~

ments. My proyosal is, subject ©0 what you think pest, that

you ghould see whether it is not possible to put some or all

of those into & connected statement 1ike those you nave sent

us under the hesding of Policy, River Steamers,ete?
Believe'me,

Faithfully yours,

General Sir John Nixon
The Manor House
Sedlescombe

Sussex.
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Telephone : VicTonta 107 Mesopotamia Commission,
28, Abingdon Street,

Westminster.

p/6es
Oectober 20th 1916.
Dear Sir John Nixon,
I am heving printed and will send to you, if possible

to-dey, or at any rete to-morrow, your Statements, &8 to

1. River Steamers.

2. Policy.

3. Alleged secretiveness of Staff.

4. Surgeon General Hathaway, and his gtatus.

5. Railways.

ure what you want done with the other

I am not s
three typewritten Statements which we have done for you, viz:-

1. Comments on Sir Edmund Berrow's Evidence.
2. " " YVincent-Bingley Report.

3. Heads of Evidence.

They do not seem to be quite in the form in which we should print

them as your evidence in chief, which we would, of course, do with

the Statements we are sending.
I expect we shall be wanting to take your evidence

in @ week or two now: would it not,therefore,be befter if we

could have a finaltinterview, when you could explain to me exact-

1y the form in which you wish to give evidence’

The Commission meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays,but

on any other day, except Saturdays, I am at your service.

General Sir John Nixon,
The Manor House
Sedlescombe.

Sussex.
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October 13th 1916

Dear Sir John Nixen,
If you will send me in the further addit

Stetement, we will gladly heve it typed at such times a8 my steff

ion to your

ean fib it in.
I am returning to you herewith one of the pa
al gaps, where we have

pers you

left with me; you will notice tyere are gever
been unable to read your writing: perhaps you will be kind enough
to fill these in.
A further section will follow tomorrow.

In regard‘to your letter of yesterdsey I have not got the Force
Organisation Or@ers, Force "D", snd I fancy we shall have to wait
for these and many other partieulars until we can have access to
the pepers which the Commander-in~Chief is bringing home with him,

, S0 far ae I can see the Commission will probably be
ready to hear you in sbout & fortnight's time, so that we ought D s

to hasten on and get printed all the Stetement of evidence which whads

you wish to put in.

General Bir John Nizon b

The Menor House
Sedlescombe

Sugsex.
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October 10th 1916.

we shall not

er we have

Desy Sir John Nixon, /
| 4 jetter of the 7¢h inst.

In reply to ¥O
pe able to exemine the Ooﬁnanaorws.nﬁ@hiof until aft
jons which you wisgh

examined you; therefore, aay quest
Commission when you 8re

to the

put to

him, you may properly suggest %0 the
peing examined yourself. This refers b0 your enguiry &8

eircumstences in which the eomnder-inoam.f issued jnstructions

referred 1o in the first poragmph of your
S-ar%sry of State's Telegram

letter.

With regard to the
should be given up, I am told that

suggesting that Nesiriyeh
which you slreedy have, Telegram 163.

this ie in the Yellow Book,

With regard to 8ir O
is a document of 600 pages, and it is e commentary

evidence - another 1700 pages. In

f

‘lioore Creagh's Repcrt, I am

told that this
on the Nicholson Keport end
these enamutanoon we are very lath to be immersed in this new
mzge of uwu. unlees it ie wnolktoly necessary; and we have
not, as & motter of fuct, got & copy of these documenis, but .
perheps you will let me 1f 4t is 80, yoU ogonsider this

appalling mass of motter 1 nuntiul? We then mipht then talk

the matter over.

Genl. Sir John Nixon
Sedlescombe

Sussex.
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’ Telephone : VIOTORIA 4066, .
T COPY Mmesopotamia Ccommission,
28, bingcdon S}rcot,
L Westminster.
% \ \\‘\‘

7¢h Oct.1916

I am much obliged for your note D.57 dated yesterday, saying

that the Instructions given me were received by letter at
the India Office on the 2nd May 1915. I shall be much 0= ./}
401 bliged if you will kindly ascertain whether thesBe instruec- 6%;‘
‘yihw% tions, involving an entire change of poliey, were isaued \\\\\
by the Gommender in Ghief, wﬁithout any reference whatever,
previous to their issue, between the Government of India and
the Secretary of Stete, and if there were any such references
I request that I may be shown them.
Also I shsll be glad to be furnished with the report
mede by the former Sommander-in-Chief, General Sir O'Moore
Creagh, begore he r;signed his appointment, pointing out yh

deficiencies in the Medical Services in India in the begin-

ning of 1914.
TA b3 Further 1 request to be furnished with a copy of the
%ggﬂi Telegrem 4 sent by the Secretary of State to India towards the
end of July 1915 suggesting that Nasiriyeh should be given up.

(Signed ) John Nixon

The Secretary Genl.

Mesopotamia Commisson.

I

General Sir John Rxg ~€0.B.
The Manor House

Sedlescomba
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Copy

7th Oct.1916

1 am much obliéed for your note D.57 dated’ yesterdaz. s:iing
thet the Instructions given me Were received by letter

the India Office on the 2nd Hay 1915. 1 shall be much o-
bliged if you will kindly sescertain whether theme jnstrue-
tions, invo'.‘:ving an entire change of poliey, were jgmued

by the Commander in Chief, wiithout any reference whatever,

previous to their issue, between the Government of Indie and

O

the Secretary of State, esnd if there were any such references .

I request that I may be shown then.

Also I shall be glad to be Ffurnished with the report
mede by the former Uommsnder-in-Chief, Genersl Sir O'Moore

Creagh, before he resigned his appointment, pointing out $he

deficiencies in the lMedierl Bervices in India in the begin-
ning of 1914. )

Purther I request to be furnished with a eopy of the
Telegram 4 sent by the Secretary of State to India towards the

end of July 1915 suggesting thet Negiriyeh should be given up.

(84gned) John Nixon

The Secretary Genl.

Mesopotamia Commi gson,



Oot.6th 1916

The Secretary presents hie complimenis
to Sir John Hixon, gnd begs 40 inform
him that [0.107 , jnsiruetions from

the Comnender ~in-Chief were received

by letter only ot the Indiae Office on
g2nd May 1915.

S8ir John Nixon
The Menor House
Sedlescombe near Battle
Sussex.

|
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